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President!s Message

Since the January mesting of the Society work has gone right shead on its big
undertaking: the establighment of a County Musaum at the old jail.

The rooms at the jail wers presented to us ot that meeting by Mr. lLowell
Franklin and sccepted in the name of the Society by its President. Since then,
officers of the Museum Board have been elocted, snd its president, Mrg, Raymond
(Rita) Lieske, has been working on her committees, Her report of whal has been
accomplished is found elsewhere in the Bulletin, The Executive Board of the Society
feel that its goal of a worthwhile museum is starting te be matevialized,

Dessie Huddleston
HLCHS

One of the best meetings ever was held January 12, at the Danville United
Methodist Church when betwsen 70 and B0 membars gathered for a business meeting and
a delightful program. Mrs. Boker presided and introduced the Rev, H, Orval Moors,
pastor of the church, who gave the devotions. She then introduced the new officers
and Dessie Huddleston, incoming president presided at the business session.,  Among
other things, the organization voted to asccept the rooms of the old jeil, which had
been offered by the county commissioners, to be used as a Hendricks County Historical
Museum. #Mr, Lowsll Franklin, representing the commissioners, made a short taik,
Mrs. Ruth Hall was in charge of the program entitled "Do You Remember?" and she,
Mr. Roy Fisher and Mrs, Nellie Beagly gave a lively description of such old customs
as making lye soap, huckstering, and butchering day, Other members added interegsting
rocollections to the discussion and the afternoon proved to be most interesting, '
Center and Marion Township members furnished refreshments for the sociasl houx.

HCHS

The next meeting, April 13th, will be held at the Lizton Christian Church st
2 P.M, The speaker for the afternoon will be Dr, Sherman Crayton who has entitled
his talk "The Birth of THE Nation®, It is sure to be one we will all enjoy, for
whatever Dr. Crayton does, he does thoroughly and well, The social hour will be
the responsibility of Middle, Union and Eel River townships with Mrs, Nellie Beagly
chairman of the hostesses.

And for the exhibit this time, it is the suggestion of our president that you
bring whatever you have that has not been identified, or, if you know, something
that was used long ago and you think it will not be easily recognized. The Smith-
sonian has an exhibit of this sort, and if it's good enough for the Smithsonian, it
is good enough for us!

HEHS

Now that the old jail is taking on new stature and new importance as work on
transforming it into a musceum progresses, we thought it would be appropriate to
learn as much as possible about the sturdy old edifice. 50 we put Dorothy Templin
on the trail, and we couldn't have chosen a better person. If we ever have need of
a private eye, we will know where to turn, for Dorothy has spent hours sleuthing
and snooping around in musty old records and newspapers, and she has come up with
some most interesting facts and figures., It seems that in less than a decade, more-
than a hundred years ago, the County Commissioners managed to see to it that Hen-
dricks County had mot only a new Court House and new Jail, but a new County Home for
the Poor as well, and with all that, they came oult in the black! Now, if only the
keepexrs of our coffens, from the federal level on down could.....oh, well, we can
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dream, can't we?

“lar

Although it was the jail that we wers mainly intecested in at this parts
time, Dorothy's ressarch was all so interesting thalt we are printiog it in full,

Thanks Dorothy!
THE JATL

From the 1885 History of Hendeicks County "the Jail and sheriff's residence is a
building worthy of the county and its inhabitants. In its construction the comfort
and health of those who were to be contined there wore considered, and the best
aprvangenent censistent with the safety of the prisoners was made For both, A1)
prison reformers who have inspected this jail ave constrained to compliment the
humanity of its designs. The cost of this building was about $30,000,"

From the recoxds of the Board of County Commissionces, YAt a spaecial texm of the
Board of Lounty Commissioners held at the Court House in the Town of Danville in
Hendricks County on January 30, 1865 called together by the Auditor of said County
for the purpose of taking into consideration the proposition Lo pass an order paying
a bounty to voluntéers under the present coll of the President of the United States,
Also to make some arrangement in regard to a County Jail.

Whereupon it is ordered that the Sheriff of said County be and he is hereby author-
ized to uwse the jury room in the north side of the coucthouse for a county jail
until further ordered,

Ordered that the Sheriff of said County be and he is hersby ordered to sell at Public
outery to the highest bidder the old County Jail resecrving all the Iron apd Stone
in said building to the county also to sell the old fence around said house.

Urdered that Martin Gregg be and he is hereby appointed Lo examine jails in other
Countirs and employ some avchitect te give a draft and estimate, the probable cost
of such building and report at the March Term 1865 of this Board,"

Handricks County Union--February 9, 1065--5ale .of the 01d Jail.

The County Commissioners are in earnest about building & jail, . In pursuance Lo an
order of the Hoard, Laptain Straugban sold at public sale, on Saturday last, the
fencing around the 1ot to Colonel Shuler for $10 and the bUllleq to R, K. Carter
for %75, Mr. Larter was the bualdnr who srected it.

March 16, 1865--Board Meeting.

The nuh}uct of huildanq a new jail was discussed and the Board are determined to
move cautiously in the matter, They intend to move slowly but surely, belisving
that the intersst of the county will not suffer by a dilatary movement, especially
as they intend to perfect their arrangements so that when they are ready no delay
will ovecur to speedily finish the work,

Board of County Commissioners—-December Term, 1865

Ordered that Martin Gregg be and he is hereby appointed Agent for Hendricks County
to prepare a plan and specifications for a npew Jail for said County and contract
for the burning or furnishing brick for the same, issue orders to procure Necessary
funds and pay all necessery expenses incurred in building seme,

June 14, 1866--Board Meeting

The Board of Commissioners of Hendricks County adjourned last Saturday having Fin-
ished their business. AL this term the report of the Auditor was submitted from
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which it sppears that $26,000 have been paid during the ysar to soldisrs snd their
families, and that after paying all expenses of the counlty there is still a balarice
of $12,000 in the tressury. This with the tax levied Tor this yesr will furnish
the means to pay for the new jail.

The people should feel proud of the Board of Commissioners, thet could, during the
war, pay large bounties, complete one of the finest Couxt Houses in the Stete; sxeci
a new jail and yet come out of debt and have money in the tresasury. We do not think
there are many counties in the state so well off financially. This year the county
tax will be less than last and will continue to decrease Tor several yesrs.

The following compose the Board, 8ll good, substantial farmers and deserve to be
remembered by the people, Harlan Carter, Martin Gregg, and John Robbins,

February 8, 1867

At a term "special term" of the Doard of County Commissioners held at the Auditors
office in the Court House in Danville in Hendricks County on the Bth day of February
1867. Called together by the Auditor of ssid County for the purpose of declsring

the Building Erected on lots No. Four {4) and Five (5) in Block twenty eight (28)

in Danville in said County: The Dountv Jail for Hendricks County. Present; Macstin
Gregyg and John Robbins, two of the Commissioners in and for said County of Hendricks,

Drdered that the Building Constructed and frected on Lots No, Four {4) and Five (5)
in Block No. twenty eight (28) in Danville, Hendricks County, be declered The County
Jail for said County; and that the Sheriff of Said County be authorized to use said
building as such till further ordered. And the Board adjourned,

John Robbing

Martin Gregg

Hendricks County bUnion-~February 28, 18467 _

The County Commissioners from the Countiss of Wayne snd Henry have been on an official
visit to our town this week for the purpose of examining our Court Houss and Jail

with a view to building similar structures in their own Counties, Hendreicks may
Justly be proud of her public buildings and thank hexr Commissionsrs for them,

March 14, 1867-~County Commissionsrs
A county that can erect such stately buildings as the Court House and Jail of this
county has a standing advertisement of the prosperity and enterprise of its citizons,

Board of County Commissioners~-March Tarm 1067
Ordered that Martin Gregg, Agent of County be and he is hereby allowed $500 for
Lontracting and Superintenting the building of the County Jail,

A naw Hendricks County Jail will be located east of the County Home betwsen the fence
and the 4-~h Fairgrounds by a deciaion of the County Commissionsrs, April 3, 1972,

A major cause for the decision to srect & new building is lack of space in the pre-
sent jail, which is over 100 years old. {(Republican-~April 6, 1972)

first step toward construction of a new three-story jail in Hendricks County is
taken this week with the legal advertisement seeking bids for the project. The new
jail is to be constructed on county property, located between the County Tarm and
the 4-h Fairgrounds on the gputh side of U.5, 36 east of Danville,

‘ {Gazette—~-July 13, 1972)

Final contract for construction for Hendricks County's new jezil was awarded on
October 16 by the County Commissioners., Total cost of the new jail for contracts
is $749,388, However this does not include engineering fees and other associated

expenses, {Gazette~--October 19, 15972}
Indicug Collectim
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Ground breaking ceremonies for the new anurarkw Fuun y Ja:J o Ueha 36 wast of
DAHVJ}EP were April 2, 1)?3 B

The Hmndricks Cuunty ﬁommissjnne}5 and Sheciff Ruagsell Do C
open house at the new $1,000,000 jail Senday from 2-5, The

Qill host

. ERRSTRTH
prisoners conpared to the 18 prisoner capacity of the pr nhogait conghract
the 1860%s at a cost of $30,000, The Tiest joil was buill dn 1826 of peeled hi
iogs and was considered impregnable from withoub ox From within its thick walls,
amall high windows, puncheon floors and dungeon,  (Republicar--July 25, 1974)

Use of the present facility at the corngr of Washington Ayl Broadway has. nol yet

been determined by the County Board of Comnissiong CUnder consideration s oa plan

to let the County Hl&tur‘ga} Jurlpiy use @ purLan of the old jail. _ ' -
' (Gazotte--Jduly 25, 1974)

The Hendxicks Lounty Museum is well on its way tw_bflnq a resality. A Mu'vum BL}?“"
has been chosen and officers elected.  This boaxnd me the first Tuesday of. dac
menth at 7:30 p.m. in the Museun, 17} South We 1anlmn JL., Danvillie, the Formes .

xmaidmncu_area of the old jail. = L (Republican--March 6, 1975)

CTHE COURT HOUSE

Four court houses have warked the square owned by the county in Danville, The first
wag of pLPlPd hickory legs and cost $147, It was completed in time for the Apeil
texm of court, 1826 to be held in it. A log jeil of hickory was wlso bhuilt, fhis
standing on the lot now occupied by the home uf Mes, MW, B, Lingenfelten,

The second court house was of brick and was erected about 1830, There were really
two buildings, the court house proper and another building, close at hand, in which
some of the county offices were housaed., The third court house wag cnmp}w ted dn 163462
- and was counted ong of the g hmw buildings of Ind;ana for muny VOJJa. The accumula-
Ction of ‘records snd the grPdL increase ‘ demands of the
times were repidly mdklnq it out o 'da1p athough it s Lp hw 34 ukjp}vmde
structure that it would ha prmbajly bvwn used many years had net disaster over-
taken it, {Republican--Sepienber B, 1915) '

~The Hendricks County Ledger--dune 23, 1850--Now Eourt_HmuSB

It will be seen by an advertisement in another column, to Architects and otharn,

that Hendricks County is now Taircly embarked in Lthe enterpeise of building a now

Court House~-and a look at the old hulk now used for that purpose, will certainly

Convinee every sang man Lhat thea work has not been commenced prematuraly. The Board

of Commissionsrs will hold a spacial session in August to receive plens, ete; and

. ong member of the Board is now absent inspecting buildings. in other counties, and
Cdrafts in the hand of dis Lnngutfhﬁd architects, that he may be qualified to act
'Judzujuusly whpn thn time Cmm9< We suppose the contract will be 1ut.momctima.$0mn
aftor the mqetlngllﬂ Augusit.. A” sum of about; %11 000 ﬁd" ﬂl: ady bsen raised Lowards

defraying the expenses of the work. ' s R S

August 18, 1858~~The New_Emurﬁ Housoe

The Lounty Board, after inspecting secveral plans, last week, Tinally adopted one,
presented by lsaac Hodgson, Architect of Indianapelis, We have not been able to
learn the size of the buiidiﬁg or the probkable cost, but the latter will be in the
neighborhoad of $40,0008. The plan however is said to be a good one and makes a
favorable impression upon all who have seen the draft, We understand that a larger
draft, colored and so adorned otherwise as to make it pr&ﬁentablm, will be prepared
in a short time--framed and hung up in the Auditor's office where the publicé can see
it. .
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{icteber 27, 18508

lagt
Eshing mate
dad Lo the

The drawings of our new Court House were rscrived ol the Avditor's of i
Saturday. The Specifications are also thore, Sealed proposals for fuen
grials and pubting up the building arve to ba openpsd and the contract ow
lowest responsible bidder by the County Boaxd on the 10Lh day af November.

Nﬁvmmhef 17, . 1858--Court House Let

Pursuant to notice given by the Board of County Lommissionsrs an extrs Beasion was
held at the office of the County Auditor on Yednesday the 10th inst, to sxeming the
bids of Builders for the contract to furnish the wmaterial and build a Uourt House for
Hendricks County., Thicviteen bids wers entered which on sxamination were found to be
ag Tollows:

o

JoW. L, Matlocke w v e ow v o e oo = =843,950 0 MeGrew & Silver ~$39, 740
Lowe & Carlisle - —« ~ = ~ — « « — — ~ 42,4085 Craig & Davis - -~ 84, 500
BV Enos = = = = = e e e e e ADGHED WL, Trong - e - s e e e e 48,500

H
H
i
b
i
H
%

H
i
H
H
i
H
i

D.E. Kurtz — -~ = = = = ~ = « ~ ~ ~ — 43,900 Jamss Burgess - - = - e = -« 48,000
Thomas Hyde ~ - = —« = o e w w e o e w 41,675 T, Clark  — = = e = e e e w W 49,500

Amos Compton e e e = e BT 400 Wb, Millor & Lo, =~ = = = ~ ~ 33,744
Danigl Behymer - - ~ = = = = ~ — = = 43,600

H

Miller & Co, it will be seen made the lowest bid and to them the contract was award-
ed accordingly. The Company reside in Hoone and arg the builders of the Court House
al Lebanon-~a job which is said 4o be a good one and optirely satisfactory to the
people of the county. '

They have given an approved bond for a faithful performance of their contract here
and sre to commence the work hy the 22nd of December noxt.

May 14, 1859

The Architect is to be here today or tomorrow to define the precise limits of the
foundation of the new Court House. We notice also that the pile of stone for the
foundation walls is graduamily increasing in size, and it dis said the masons with
their working tools will be on hand in a short time. The old Court House fence has
heen purchased by Esgs. Kennedy & Astley and removed; and the locust grove, the
building containing the county offices, etc. are now "cutside,”

May 25, 10859

The excavation for the foundation of the new Court House is nesrly completed, and we
understand the walls will be commenced in a Tew doys., Mr. Curry who has charge of
~khe brick department of the Court House conlrasect will commence burning & kiln of
150,000 next Monday.

June 22, 1809-~The Brick

A portion of the brick for the walls of the new Court House have boen delivered upon
the ground; and persons reputed to be good judges say they are the best ever monu-
factured in the county,

March 14, 16860

The work on the Court House undexr the superintendsnce of Mr, Martin Gregg is pro-
gressing finely for the number of workmen employed,
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August 11, 1860

The work on the Court House is progressing with undiminished vigor,
Frabruary 9, 1861-~Tha New Court House
A tumber of stoneg masons are now employed in dressing stone for the completion of

the new Court House. It ig the intention of the energetic Superintendent of the
building, Mr. Gregyg to complete it as soon as possible,
] v

June 23, 1864

Hanry Howell & Co. has a heavy force at work removing the remsins of the old County
offices, This looks as if the County Board are in esarnest,

November 3, 1864

Our new Sheriff is having horse racks placed around the public squari, o thing very
much needed, '

The Republican~--Septewber B, 1915

The exrection of this Court House was commenced in the spring of 1859 with lwoasc
Hodgson, architect; Martin Gregg, principal superintendent; Fredevick Wagonlander,
superintendent of stone work; Thomas J, Bacter, superintendent of brick work; and
Ephriam Colstock, principal carpenter. The corner stone was laid June 5, 1860 and
the roof collapsed Tuesday night, January 9, 1912, The sealed box from the corner
stone was opened in the Auditor's office November, 1912 and the cornsrstone of the
present Court House was laid May 29, 1913, The building was dedicated in September,
1915,

THE COUNTY #HOME
Board of County Commissioners—~March 19, {1867

Ordered that the Auditor of Hendricks County be and he is hereby authorized and
ordered to issue to Marctin Gregg

County Orders in payment for the tract of land recommendsd by the Township Trustees
and ordered by the Boarxd of County Commissioners to be purchased of him: the amount
of such orders to be limited by the number of acres ascestained to be in said tract
of lLand by actual survey, at 875 pexr scre when he shall have made to the County of
Hendricks a Warranty Deed for said tract of lend, The orders to be drawn payable
March 4, 1868, Martin Gregg to have possession of the said tract of land until
March t, 1868, the County reserving the right to make the Brick and deliver the
Material necessary for the erection of an Asylum for the Poor of the County on said
tract of land prior to March 1, 1868,

Ordered that Martin Gregg be and he is hereby appeinted Agent for Hendeicks County
to prepare a plan and Specifications for an Asylum for the Poor of the County, to
contract for the Durning or furnishing Brick for the same, the delivery of all nec-
essary funds and pay all necessary expenses incurred in building the seme,

Martin Lregg
Harlen Carter
John Robhins

{Newspapers~~Hendricks Ledger ends August 24, 186%1; Union begins May 19, 1864)
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The Hendricks County Union~-March 21, 1867--Paor Farm

The County Commissicmrs being unable to agree upon the selection of a suitable loce-
tion for the Poor Farm, called the Trustess of the raspecltive townships together,

and submitted the matter to them, Last Monday the Trustees, twelve in all, asseshled
and - proceeded to visit, and examine the several trsclts offered, They finally decided
to purchase the tract of B8 acres bslonging to Martin Gregg and lying South of the
Rockville road, and joining the present Poor Farm, ot §75 per acre. (Desd recovded
April 8, 1BO7~-56618) :

May 16, 1867--Commissicnen

We understand that Martin Gregg, whose teom expires next on the County Board, eme
phatically declines a renomination, He has served the county ably and Toithfully

for 14 years, and desires his friends not to use his neme in connection with the
office of County Commissioner, This is not the time perhaps to apeak of the public
services of Mr, Gregg, but we camnnot refrain from reminding the citizens of Hendeicks
of the proud and honorable position the county has attained Tinancially, and the
credit her public buildings reflect upon the enterprise, intelligence and wealth of
the county. : : : : SR

HLHS
CHURCH HYMNG TO REMEMBER

Our Pioneers Sanag Them

We go to our respective churches on a Sunday and sing from various song books
and hymnals and do we ever give a thought to the length of time the song has been
sung? Did Peter Cartright use it in his meetings back in New Salem, Tllinois when
Abraham Linceln was a young man sttending a revival service? Back in 1517, Martin
Luther ushared in Protestantism and wrote songs Lo go with it and a very ancient
song of his, "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God," is sung today in Clay Township Metho-
diagtl Churches and in all likelibood in many churches throughout our county, What
religious songs did our Pilgrim Fathers sing? History tells us that the songs they
used were sung by the congregetion, never in solo or gusrtett, To corry out God's
will songs had to be sung by the whole church body. These good people considered
an organ "The Devil's Bagpipe! and hoped they would never see the day when one
would be in a church.

The first Methodist church built near LCeatesville, and on a slight rise called
Pleasant.Hill was broken up and church and grounds deserted when part of the cone
gregation desired an organ to use in the services years ago,

There was & time long ago when the Friends at Hadley and 01d #1131 Creek had
their week day and Sunday weeting with a sang service unaccompanicd by an organ. The
day came some eighty years ago when an organ came to the church and when it wos used
that first Sunday more than one "Slow Quaker' looked at the Tfloor or covered his
gyes, The Primitive Baptists today have no organ in their churcheas,

When I was a youngster, attending the friends® meetings at Hadley with my pay-
ents, and prior to my beginning school days, two songs were often sung that impress-
ed me with both words and tune as no others did, One was "A Shelter In the Time of
Stoem, " It is sung nowadays at Hadley and I sang it with a home coming crowd but
a few years aga. The chorus was,. "Jesus is a rock in a weary land, a weary land,

0, Jesus is @ rock.in a weary land and a shelter in a time of stoom,"
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The second song was a Christian battle hymn entitled, "Hold the Fort," A Jong
time Mew England (Quaker writes that his father was a positive thinker, a gtrong be-
liever and worker and he loved, "Hold the Fort." The last verse of the song, found

i an ancient Friends! song hook reads as follows: "Fierce snd lang the battle sages,

But our help is near; Onward comes our Great Commander, Cheev, wmy comrades, Cheer,
Hold the fort for I am coming, Jesus signals still; Wave the answsry back to heaven,
hy Thy grace we will,'" 14 was a woving song when huge, bearvded Tasm men and spircit

1

moved wives and young Tolks sang with a will and all could rssd the devil's defeat,

Here might he one classification of our sarly songs; the hymng that ware joyous
and gave praise, songs heard a few times could be cavried home and sung as Folks went
about their home work. My Mather for years sang in her home, Mls my name written
there, on the page bright and faic, Tell me Jesus, My Sevior, Is ny name wreitten
there?  Her Mother, a Primitive Baptist sang, "0On Jordan's stoomy banks I staend,
and cast a wistful eye, Un Cansan's fair and happy rand whoere ny possessions lie,"

When I was a grade lad, James Hayweorth, then in his sazly eighties, sang s song,
never likely to be found today: "If you cannot give your thousands, You can spare
the widow'!s mite, For the least we do for Jesus, will be precious in his sight,
Farther on in the realms of beeauly, Ter awsy on the golden shore, Presaing on in the
lLine of duty, we shall meet to part no more.”

An old time song loved by James Christy who farmed nosth of Hadley was this one.
He often sang it as he laid aside his comn-cob pipe and pitched ears of corn to his
hoga: "How tedious and tasteless the hours when, Jesus no longer | see, Sweel pros-
pects, sweelt flowsrs and sweet bixds have all lost their sweetness to me, "

Az a lad sitting on a road side bank where farm men were working on the road
with teams and shovels, "Antney® Kelley, a gray, beavded man in his seventies colled
to & man swearing at his horses, "Since swearing won't make them mind, try singing
"0ld Hundred" to them.™ He had learned the long age song in the New Winchester orp
Rena Churches,

A spcond classification of early songs was the type to persuade the sinner to
be saved, Billy Graham has his lost song, "Just As 1 Am, without one plea," The
Salvation army Tavorite has long been, "Are You washad in the blood of the lamb?"

A poem zeads, "Booth came boldly with his big, bass drum, Are you washed in the
blood of the Lamb.™ luring revival meetings years ago in Hadley a favorite song to
move the sinners was "Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross, there a precious fountain, fres
to all a healing stream, Tlows from Celvary's mountain."  Another fsvorite was "Lond
Tiw Coming Howme," A Friend's minister one time asked for a lively song and Maggie
Hayworth started one; "I can, I will, I do believe that Jesus saves me now,9 ALl
the big, boy, sirners on the back benches helped to sing it.

LGood Maggie Hayworth long ago loved to start the song that all could learn in a
ghort time and fall readily into the tune "It's the old time religion, it's the old
time religion, it's the old time zeligion and it's good enough for me,

"It was gond for Paul and Silas, It was good for Paul and Silaes, 1t was good
for Faul and Silas end it's good enough for me." A half dozon or more verses wers

sung to the preachers loud, cheery "Ament®

The third catagory of songs wexe funeral hymns. One, a very old. song was,
"In the Sweet Bye and Bye." This song 1 heard a numbex of times at Hadley funerals,
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ALL these songs I have mentioned as sung an the Hadlay P
hold a bicth right membership wege no doubl Tamdlisr ones over

Charles Wegley wrote over 200 hywns and all these are old songs thet o oall
likelihood Abraham Lincoln helped sing.  5till used today sve "0 For a Thousand
TJongues toe Sing," "Come Ye That Love the Lord® by lsaac Wabts, "How Firn g Founda-
tion", "ALL Hail the Power of Jesus' Name", "Come Thy Fount of Every Blessing®,
Mlesus Lover of My Soul", "Lasd Kindly Light", "Must Jesus Dear the Uross Alone?",
"My Hope is Built", "Sweet Hour of Prayer", "Biest Be the Tie That Binde', and
Hlmazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound,"

ALL are old time songs, weibtten and sung in genecations long ago,  They were
beautiful to our grandsires and grandames and Lhey cheer us todsy who hear Lhem and
heed their words.,

These great hymns have given thousands life and light hese and around the world,

They have been sung in many languages.

An aged man in a Putnam County Hospital bed a few Teet from mine hrought me
wide awake around 3 o'clock one morniog, He was singing veal lew, "On Christ the
Solid Rock T stand all other geound is sinking sand.™  As badliy burned as he wes he
recovered and as low as I was {rom an operation 1 got well, Thanks to that man's
HONY '

Joe Davidson

wUERY

Need information re:  ancestor or descendents of Dr. Wilkine I, Brown who coame from
N.C. to Clay Co., In about 1036, M. Selah Wilson 1840, D. Dec. 2, 1892 in Clay Co,
Could Selah be sister of Peter Wilson B, 1819 in Vir., Came Lo O ay Lol as young man,
and daughter of Joshua Wilson who came Trom Vir, an old man. 0. lay Co. Need infor-
mation on Richard Bakee, B, Ky, 1819. Cane to Clay Lo, at early sge. M. Fiizabeth
o about 1840, Their son Andrew Baker M. Marish Jane Brown, Clay Co. Nov, 15,
1865, Will exchange information, Maurice I, Way, 50 N, Hohart Road, Hobart, In,
46342,

'
ik
[

HOHS

We want to extend sympathy to Mes, Ruth Dinsmore, who lost her mother, Mrs, Chestes
Parker, recently, and our sympathy goos to Me., Parker too. Through a typographical
oversight condolences to Mr, Fred Worrell and Lo Miss Bebty Jean Weesner weres omitiod
foom our last Bulletin, Fred lost his brobher through a trogic accident, and Detty
Jean lost her father and business pactner, Mo, Edward J. Wec Pditor Emevitus of

the Hendricks County Republican, We are sorry for the ovessight.
HCHS
Those of you who missed the column written by Mrs, R, (. Do, Sunday, January 26,  in

The Indianapolis Star will find the following interssting:

Asking a question in a column is considerably like Stevenson said of starting
R 1
st oall

stones,  "You git at the top of a hill and away the stone gees, starting othe
the way downhill,
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A woman 1 remember as being a young woman in colleqe, with rveddishboown halr and
i o s L

Hliagent interest in

very long eyelashes inclosing wide-a-wake eyes and a pert,
down hill in ane

whiztever was going on or aboult to, has rolled some quotabhls

swer to my earlier comnent about old ways of harveating

l.ois Shirley Urayton, now of Danville, wreites, "You semaskeod that possibly fhane
is no one still living who provides thal service, My hushand, Sheiman, wants you Lo
know he's still bresthing and that he and his father and hrother-in-law cut ice from
the Hadley Pond northwest of Plainfield.”

{In a postcript she says he is 79 and was probably in his early teens when ha
cut ice and helped dig wells.)

howise with about B

"Near their house," Lois weites, "the Craytons had an ica
inches of sawdust between the double walls., Thay cut Lthe ice with a saw similar Lo
@ cross-cut saw, except it was shorter and had only ene handle. They began culbling
when the ice was 8 to 10 inches thick and wmadse the blocks sbout 2 by 4 feet. Thaey
pulled them out with ilce hooks. Later, when they hed sold the sgason's supply they
bought more from a large ice plant at FMooresvilie."

{(There's a peculiar, hypnotic charm about relling stones down o hill. You sit
al the top and listen for them to crash below, and are inspired to start snother one,)
Leis continues: ™You might not find many who helped dig wells, either, but that woes
another of the several sepvices my hushand's family provided to the people of Plasin-
field,

"Sherman's father and grendfather were wall-diggers, and as a youth Sherman
would ride the bucket down with a pick and shovel, load it with dirt and be hoisted
out., They worked down, removing the dirt until they struck a good vein of water,
then lined the walls with brick, no mortar, keeping the walls quite vertical by use
of a plumb line.

"To test the eir in the well for 'damps! they lowsred an iron kettle, contsining
five, into the well., If there were 'damps' the Tire flickered, but sufficient fire
would eliminate the ‘damps,'" (My encyclopedia defines "chokedamps" as a "heavy,
oderless, colorless gas, wmoslly carbon dioxide, which noither burng nor supports
combustior and is more than 1% times as heavy as sir, 1t has caused many deaths in
well-diging. ')

Lois goes on imperturbably. "Sherman says the deepest well he remembers was on
the Isaish Savage farm east of Plainfield, about whers the Ashley restaurant now is,
It was 90 feet deep. In it they discovered 'damps® at about B0 feet.!

in a final, gay, Lois-like gesture she adds, "Now iazn't that a lot wmore than
you were just dying to know aboul ice-harvesting and well-digging??

No, there is one more thing I'd like Lo knew, Those wells the Craytons dug,
were any or mosl of the sites chosen by waterwitching?® -
Mrs., R.F,D.

HCHS

The late Mrs. Clsude Walls, Danville, whe for many yesrs was Hendricks County
Executive Secretary of the American bung Association (formerly the Tuberculosis and
Respiratory Disease Associstion) received not long before her recent death a letter
from Mr. Alfred E. Kessler, Mansging Director of that organizastion, He enclosed a
picture of the statue of William Hendricks which stands on the lewn of the Capitol
Building, The letter read, in part:
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unty naned after

"Mendricks was quite a guy and you should be proud of having your o
him.  Now that we're becoming better scquainted with the history of our componeant
counties, the pieces are beginning to fit together,  For exemple, the enclesed
photograph shows o statue on the front of the Capitol building lawn, This photo v
baken when the youngsters were going to the Julia Jemeson Health Camp for Chiidreen
for the second session in July of this year. A& couple weeks lator, Steve Powers and
I went down to the Shelby County faicgrounds to pubt up our "Test Your Breath® exhibit
and, le asnd behold, there on the fairgrounds was the actual one room lug cabin in
which Hendricks hod been born oy reared ss a youngster, In addition, there is s
bronze plague telling of the four or five major points in his careep, !

HEHS
Hendricks County Historical Museum

Mre, Rita Lieske, president of the Museun Board of the Hendricks County Histors
ical Society reports that progress is being wade and many commitives sre at work
with plans., In a project as big and as important as this, the wheels nust tuen
slowly Tor it is s time that calls Tor coreful thought and planning. Alghough the
Museum is sponsored by the Society, the Commissioners and the Hendricks County
Council, to be a success, it must be supported by the entire county. It is hoped
that all civic and cultural organizations of the county will get behind us and give
s all the moral, physical and/or financisl support they can, And we want to con-
gratulate the Board on the progress already made,

Standing Committees named to serve with the Museunm Board of the Hendricks
County Historical Socisty arae:

Ways and Means:  Jack Miller chairman; Scott Hosier, Willard Foopes Cverett
? ' H ’ 3l '
Weaver, one person from the Docent Committee,

Acguisition; Mildred Hosier, chairman; Darlenec Lynch, Dorothy Basham, Donald
and Clizabeth Shields, Roy and Frances Fisher, Blanche Wean, Agquisition of books
and important papers; Thelma McCartney,

Publicity; Jewsell Bell

Curatorial; Deasie Huddleston, chaiyman; fRita Lieske, Dorothy Kelley, Barbara
Stauch, Sarah Parsons,

Maintenance; ELlark Kellum, chairman., Volunteers {rom the Mistorical Society
would be appreciated,

Clerical; Ruth Hall and Diana Helton, ca-chairmen; Rose Marie Warren, Evelyn
McKee, Ruth Dinsmore, Helen Walker.

Docent Committee will be interestod ladies of the Historical Dociety and will
serve as tour hostesses in the Musecem,

By-laws; Dorathy Kelley, chaiman: Dessie Huddleston, Jack Gambold, Darlene
Lynch,

Here are some suggestions, but not definite guidelines, of materials wanted:

Fewter, paper weights, Indian artifacts, primitives, bottles, candlesticks,
various lamps, quilts, coverlets, odd chairs, pattern glassware, cut glassware,
painted bowls, plates, dishes, compotes, old copper, brass and silver. Silhouettes,

paintings by Hendricks County artists, certain mirrors and quality rugs.
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14 ds our intention thal most items will sventually bo exhibited on s rotaling
iis. Items for the Mussum are Lo be donated for present oxn future display.
Loaned materials will also be excepted under necessary conditions protecting both
the party lending and the Huseum, '

hay

1t is our hope to have actuasl rooms displayed as a living museuam to oo EIRR
1ife in Hendricks County from the middle 1800's to the early 1900's. We sre intep-
abad in acguiring furniture and accessories that would have bwﬁn unied in oo Victorian
parlor; examples would be: loveseats, chairs, tables, vases, and clocks, The bad-
voom furniture could be from any period from our early Hendricks County heritage.
One example that should be displayed with the bedroowm furniture is a washstand and
wash bowl and pitcher set.

The Clerical Committee of the Museum needs a desk and a typewriter that is in
good enough condition to be utilized, If you should have a desk or a typewriter
that you would like to donate, please call Ruth Hell 994-5775% ox Rite Liesks
Tah-4334. ' '

lLet's not use the Museum for odr cast offs but rether for teaching youth and
creating a pleasant reminder of our heritage. '

Indionia Colivction
PLAINEILD PUBLIC 1ngary
PLAINFIELD, INDIANA
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