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February 12, 1978

With "BEducation" as the theme of our year's programs, we started off with
& "bang" when we met February 12th at the Danville Presbyterian Church., MNary
Jeanette (who is so familiar and so loved by all of us that we don't even bother
with her last name) gave greetings and presented the Rev. Dale Sauer, pastor, who
gave us some interesting history of the church and told of the gutting of the
interior a year ago Christmas eve. As we looked at the beautifully restored
sanctuary, we warvelled at the spirit of the small congregation, He spoke of
Lent which actually means "springtime" ... springtime of our faith, rebirth and
rekindling of our spirit. He told us the age-old tradition of Spring house-
cleaning dates back before Christ when the women of the household, at the
Passover season, would clean their cupboards to be sure there was no unleavened
bread in them.

Carolyn Kellum, chairman of the prograu committee, introduced Betty Jeryrd
and Judy Sobbe of Connor Prairie Farm near Noblesville. Dressed in authentic
costumes of the early 1800's, with hand knit stockings and several petticoats,
they presented themselves as Patience Perrywinkle and Miss Birdvhistle., HMiss
Perrywinkle played the duleciner and taught us several old gongs which we sang
along with her. Miss Birdwhistle, the school marm, told us school cost 3¢ a day
starting November 1 and ending January 31lst. She conducted & "Blab school!
and the afternoon was, at tiwes, hilarious, and most delightful and entertaining,
Ve were sorry to be dismissed with an old school bell.

The ladies of Marion and Center Township acted as hostesses with chairman
Gloria Higgins. The cake was a masterpiece, featuring "the little red school
house", and your Editor will have to confess that the two first "customers" ot
the refreshuent table were her grand-daughters, age 10 and 12, who enjoyed every
minute of the afternocon. (Bd.'s note: I'm in trouble with their father, who,
Just recovering from buying a piano, and band instruments plus orthodonist-bills,
is now being pressured to buy a dulciner!)

It is impossible to say enough for those who plan our progranms, Our orgallizo-
tion is fairly young, yet our programs have been outstanding, our attendance, at
times, incredible. 1In February, for instance, some of the ice and snow had
melted, yet it seeued we were . jeopardizing our life and limb to venture out, for
the sidewalks were slick and the streets not too safe. Yet we had 42 members
present from throughout the county ... and at our age yet!

HCHS

And so, after that rousing kick-off, Carolyn is undaunted, for she is sure
she has another program, as good, if not better, than our February progran. Ve
will meet Svnday, May 21st. Ve hope you will all notice that date, for we usu-
ally meet the second Sunday, but this turns out to be Mother's Day. So our
meeting date is May 21st, at the Fairfield Friends lleeting, south of Plainfield.
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This is how to get there: take S.R. #267 (the new one at the east edge of Plain-
field) south. Cross over Road #70, the turn left (east) at the first road.
Follow this road, approximately 2 miles and you will find the Fairfield Church
located on the S.U. Corner of the cross roadg. There is plenty of parking space
and it will be a delight to gather in this historical apot.

The program will consist of a variety of lagt-day~-of school activities. The
Joseph sisters will remind us of readings, speeches etc, of these occasions,
MeTYgery Clay will cowe up with some approprlate mugic, and an old fashioned
spelling bee will be conducted, but please don't stay away for fear you nmight
be asked to participate, for it will be the young county contestants taking part.
You will not be humiliated if you can't gpell charivari vhich has always been
pronounced "chivari"! It will be fun, fun, fun, and the ladies of Guilford,
Tiberty and Clay townships will take charge of the social hour, If you aren't
there, it will be your loss.

HCHS
HUSEUN HUSINGS

The museum is trying to get the basenent rooms ready to display the small tools
that have been received. As of now, they're tucked around here and there. Girl
Scout troops have been working toward merit badges by cleaning these tools and
getting them ready for display. All that work is very muvi:appr@ciat@d

e have enough equipment to set up a nice laundry room but the sealy wanlla
don't lend to a very cheerful atmosphere. It's going to take a lot of elbow grease
to get the walls to where visitors don't get a Chl]l when they go down stairs.

”e ve had two chairs refinished, hr Abran Peacocl of Plainfield did one, and
lirs. Jennis Shuler of Clayton refinished the roseback chair used at the piolian.
Hre. Helen Hadley of Clayton made a needlepoint for the roseback chair too, o it
is in fine condition. Playing the piolian is hard on needlepoint!

The museunm went dormant during the energy crisis but we're open now on Tun@day
and Saturday. Several clubs scheduled, rescheduled, and scheduled again and just
lately had the meetings that were 1ntended to be held last fall vhen winter
closed in.

The Headrlcko County Garden Club planted a tulip bed last fall, and they are
blooming beautifully now.

The Va~Pe-Ke-Way Chapter of D.A.R. planted a shingle oak on the lawn of the
museum vhich will add to the beauty of the surroundings.

Jewell Bell
HCHS

Our Society has been stunned this quarter by the deaths of two of our
former presidents and an outstanding former member. In larch we lost Mr. Harmon
Hathaway, age 80, of Coatesville, who was congidered one of our "Voices of
the past" and a nost articulate one he was., He had 2 mogst eventful carcer as
editor of the Coatesville Herald from 1916 to 1961 and published the Advertiser
for the last 13 years of his career. He was also Inown as "the walklnw enoyvlo-
pedia" and had a wealth of information on the tip of his tonpue

Also in Harch, we lost Misg De331e Huddleston of Lizton, who served as pr031*
dent of our Society vhen the Hendricks County Jail was transferred to the HC H S
for use as a museun, , Indiana Collestion
PLAINFIELD PUBLIC | (RARY
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Dr., Sherman G, Crayton, Danville R.R. //6, passed away at the Hendricks County
Hospital April 22, A distinguished educator, he had also served as presid ni of
the H C H S, he gave the welcoming address at the kick-off meeting of the
drick County Sesquicentennial Celebration, and last fall delivered the dedi
address at the Open House Ceremonies for the museun., These dear people
sorely missed by us all. Ve extend our heartfelt sympathy to their f ,
and to them we would like to give this comforting thought: God promised to
be with us always, So if He is with them, and we are with Him, we can't be
too far apart.

HCHS

The following story makes our own Joe Davidson of Coatesville even more
famous than before. Ve all know he has been our telleraofmtales of yeplbors
year and folk tales and singer of folk songs, but now it is all official.,

It seems that a lady from Kokomo was working on her thesis at Indiana Uni-
versity, her subject "Folksongs". She had hunted far and near for the words
of "The Crossing Down at Wan". When she heard that lir. Davidson knew the words
she came with her equipment and mede a recording of Joe singing his version,
The recording is on file at I.U. and the delighted lady told Joe that he had
to be the only person in the United States who knew the words.

Joe told us, "Father was rail-roader &nd learned the song on the old
Big 4 before I was born. He told me that after the accident, a tmlagxaph op-
erator at "Wan" wrote the story and another urote the music. The Kokomo lady
tried for months to locate the v111age, cammunlty or crossing lknown as "Wan'"
in 1888, but had no luck". :

THE CROSSING DOUN AT UAN

"Twas on the evening of the 12th, and the hour was half past seven,
The sun's bright rays had scarcely lost their brightness in the heavens,
Uhen the New York Express came down the track at a lightning rate of apeed,
Vhile a husband and his loving wife, unconscious, drove their steed.

Chorus:

Listen to the engine bell as the whistle pierced the air,
A danger signal came too late those precious lives to spare.

They drove along, no thought of fear nor yet occurred to then,

Vhen alas, too late, they saw their fate, they were struck by Number 10,
The engine stopped and the train backed up, and all came from their seats,
To gaze upon that sad, sad sight that caused stout hearts to weep.

An angel face looked down to then through the moonbeans, cold and pale,
A smashed up buggy and a horse, and an engine told the tale.

'Tuas loving hands that raised those forms after the train was gone,
And tender words were spoken at the Crossgng dovm at- Uan.,

The thoughts of that May evening in the yearfof ’88,
Hust oft occur to memory as one meets their sad fate.

HCHS

IMPORTANT NOTICE : TPORTANT INOTICE : THMPORTANT NOTICE

HAVE YOU PURCHASED AN INDEX?

A conplete indéxfgqntaining some 27,000 nanes is on sale now, and if you
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are the lucky owner of the History of Hendricks County 1914 - 1976 (snd if
you are not, you.are going to be sorry when the supply is gone) an index is
a must. At the unbelievable low price of $2.00, it can be purchaged at our
m@etlngs, at most banks in Hendricks County, or by ordering at Box 128, Dan-
ville, Indiana 46122, The cover and back are exact replicas of those on
the Higtory. It is beautiful and complete and should be in every library.
It is espen:ally valuable to geneaXoplﬁtg.

HCHS

DAVVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH SESQUICENTENNIAL

The Danville United Methodist Church is all a<~buzz with plans for a
great 150th birthday party the week of October 22 - 29. One of the oldest
chruches in the county, it has a rich heritage. It dates from October 25, 1828,
when the Rev. Joseph Tarkington organized it, The Rev. Tarkington was the
great grandfather of the famous Hoosier author, Booth Tarkington, and great
and famous people have played an important part in the history of the church. Ve
have been assured that Bishop Alton and District Superintendent Dr. Charles
V. Ballard will take part in this historic occasion., Many distinguished
guests are expected to come, and a special invitation is hereby extended to
all members of. the Hendricks County Historical Society. This is partly be-
cause it is an occasion of historical significance and partly becausge a
number of our members are deeply involved in planning the festivities.
Especially Grace Cox, who already has gpent hours gathering material for a
history of the church vwhich we hope will be published by that time. The ‘
date of publication, however, is not definite, since Grace already has enough
material to fill a book about the size of the History of Hendricks County,
and it took hundreds of us two years to b011 that down to gize! Any wvay,
Ya' all come! Hore details later.

HCHS

The following is one of the many delightful contributions to our Hendricks
County History that could not be used for lack of space:

EARLY RECOLLECTIONS
BY
HARY SUAIN CANGANELLI

Well do I remember the Sunday I spent with my Grandfather and Grandmother
Fisher when T was a child. - After a bountiful dinner of chicken and dumplings,
vegetables, comb honey and other favorite foods, we would go to the spare
bedroom to look at a drawer full of famnly plctures. Ve loved to hear Grandfather
play records on the organetta. o

Grandmother told us of walking two and one half miles to Lizton to sell eggs
at three cents per dozen, She bought calico for twenty five cents a yard, but
that wasn't cheap since it required ten yards to make a dress. She made $2 per
week working for a family. :
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¥y Grandparents were always special people to we.. They enjoyed growing
everything on their farm. They had a five acre apple orchard besides peach, plum,
pearg, cherry and apricot trees, to say nothing of grapes and berries in
abundance. They also had fifty stande of bees. Trips to the grocery store were
infrequent since they raised almost all their food.

My grandfather, Jasper IFisher was a very individual person. He wap an
ardent Democrat and during canmpaign years, alunys led a parade from HMaplewood
to Pittsboro playing his wooden flute. The Fishers were among the first to have
a telephone, an automobile and a phonograph. As many as thirty friends, young
and old, would gather at their home on Sunday afternoons to pop corn, make snow
ice cream, or pull taffy while listening to records on the phonograph. Granfather
was able to cut records and had several of the laplewood band and solos by neigh-
borhood musicians. Today, the phonograph is in my posgession and until a few
years ago would still play records of some voices long since silent.

Jasper and llary (Polly) Fisher are grandparents of Charles, and Alvin Swain
and Roy Fisher. Several of their great grandchildren still live in the Pittaboro
and laplewood community.

HCHS
GRADUATION ADDRESS

We think the contributor of the following should remain anonymous, yet we
will have to admit we did not consult with the author to get permisasion to publish
the following masterpiece. Still, somehow, we think that Red Joyce, better known
to us as Marian Joyce Worrell, will be amused to see this in print. If not, and
she decides to take her case to the Civil Liberty's Gang, let us assure her that
we ain't got a cent and she can't get blood out of a turnip! This was published
in the Clayton Libertonian in 1927. ‘

(With Apologies to Our lartyred President)

Eight months and three years ago our fathers and mothers sent us,
twenty-six little green freshmen to Clayton High School. This school was
conceived in Liberty (township) and dedicated to the proposition that all men
are created equal, barring the teachers who seemed to be a little above our equal,
Ve will soon be engaged in the war of 1ife, testing whether Russell or any other
of the ten graduates of this school can long endure.

- We are met on the battlefield of that war. Ve are come to dedicate a
portion of school spirit as a final gift of those who here gave all they had
that the school might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we
should do this. '

But in a larger sense, we cannot give up, we cannot forget, we cannot
dishonor our school,

The brave students who studied here have accomplished that from which
it is beyond our power to detract. R

The school will little note nor long remember what we did in class but it
can never forget our spirit of loyalty. It is for us, the Seniors, rather to
be here dedicated to the finished work which we have striven for and have 80,

" nobly achieved, It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great life
‘remaining before us-that from this honored school we take increased devotion
‘to that cause for which they gave the last measure of devotion; that °
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enemies became bosom friends again.

One of our favorite sports was running, gou
and even teamg, To win, established one's pre
late Arthur Lambert and I established o record
several years. Next to running, skating on a frozen pond in th
proved a very attractive past time at noon until ny young sunt
a concussion which almost caused her death, Goues

To us in the grades, basketball was an unheard of gport.  In fact
competitive sports,. : ‘

Local, county,
and intereats.
ye had an unheard

Grades 6, 7 and 8 vere the nogt exciting, for contest AN,
district, and state spelling contests occupied nogt of
Besides being able to spell all the words in the apelling
of list of really hard vords: diphtheria, neura) hernu ,
pneumonia, & other words that could really vie witl rtablishnentarianion”
because there were so wmany silent letters. Three of usg made it through trm’aounty
and one girl, Carol Kennedy Parker, went to disirict and state, stood ei
the floor only to go down on the word "requiem", She said she never could remember
whether it was "em" or "um".

In our meager science department, there was a skeleton used by both 8th grade
and high school. From it we learned the names and uvses of the bones of the body.
Some of the girls in the class were squeamish about handling the skull and bones,
but a brilliant and ingenious teacher, Oscar Reynolds, devised a game resenmbling
playing store. One pupil was store keeper wvho handed out the proper bone when
students acting as customers called for them., Uas that the forerunner of present
"visual aidg"? ‘

g, parging, and analyzing words and
sentences, and parts of speech became living words, not just terms without
meaning. In arithmetic, the supreme test was woriting problems in Ray's Higher
Arithmetic. It was a wonderful honor to be ablo to work every problem,

e were drillsd in the art of diagramming

The climax came when ve took the final examination to graduate from the
eighth grade. Our teacher told us if we learned the entire Declaration of
Independence he would give us 1003 for the course. Hany of us burned the midnight
oil in our efforts and a few succeeded.

And then the last day of school to which we looked forward all year! Parents
came with well filled baskets to see their children perform whether it be in
ginging, ciphering, spelling, or reciting a poem or a reading learned during the
year. The end of the year was the end of an era, for next year would perhaps
bring a new teacher with whom we would have to get acquainted and nev subjects
would supplant those we had completed. Ve had a strange feeling that our
education was like a structure to which ve added neuw levels of knowledge each
year. Yes, school was a door which opened up a view of the riches of the mind.
It was a meeting of a group of very different individuals who learned many things
from each other. It was a place to grow into an age where knowledge fit together
to give a real meaning to our lives. ‘

HCHS

I think your Bulletin is due for a new editor some day, for I find it
difficult to remain serious too long. I know that a laugh is good
at church, for if God gave us & sense of humor, surely He expected us to
use it and enjoy it, It has been said that you can prove anything by the
Bible, so I will quote Proverbs 17:22... "A merry heart doeth good like a
medicine..." 8o, with my Bible here on my desk, I offer the following,
contributed by Haxine Cox, who was a fashion expert in her time. It comes from
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anhe andrlcks»County Republlcan, Oct 26 1881. chead '4n;; ey

Pyt

'spectacle will be.almost worth marrying her to see,u

A IR o) .1.~ ” R  IUEPA Y (5 U S B B R S A g

- . 1& 3
~"Clara Bell jvinoa recent fashlon lettar G&Yd, 'At 1east Qne autumn bridngmam

~;is.g01ng to_be,astonlshed.» I have had a view of his affianced wife's trousseau
“at the manufacturer‘s; stores,. and the:undervear- is' such that, if I should feel

it my duty to prepare him beforehand for the blow ... Bubt, I don't even know -
the girl and can only judge of her physiche by the size of the garments, vhich
show that she is tall and: remarkably slender., Of her mental-make up, however,

I am prepared to say that she.is a. reform crank. 1o other sort of girl would

devise for her wedding outfit a night-dress with legs:to it, mow would: she? | -
This is hanging in the workshop, an object of werry derision by half a hundred

- sewing. girls, a nondescript ecombination of shirt: and-trousers,: vhether the idoea

was to. serve. the purpose of modesty or warmth could only be conjectured. . It vas
handsone in its workmanship,.being nade of palest blue surah, shirved over ‘the.
shoulders and down the fronts, and adorned with a pointed hood, which I supnose,

is to be drawn over: hervqueer head for a night cap.  The drawera are long enough

. ko reach:dovm to -her:ankles,and:.are: cut as Turkish: trousers:and trimmed with,l&c@.b

The.forewoman. had one 'off her: girls put it on;. but. this girl:iwas a pretty creature,
with rogish eyes and a merry laugh, and so the effect, though:grotesque, was not:
unpleasant. If the bride should be scrogy and ugly, ag is more 1ikoly, th@

J L A R gt ¢ E Te ot e P P N
M z:.‘d FEES S ,HN.Q' hoi R ' . .A.‘.N PR H AJ E R SR e e AaND £k o

H C H S

. - ; :
PrS et s e
RESANEIRIN = e aer S

e - B .- oot S el e b ek [
e TR T LR AR 5 : R T
NIRRT I3 f o

, The followmng story was "snltched" from theo IndlanapollsiSunday’Siar Haﬂa71ne
Harch 19, 1978, but we offer no apologies to The Star. for-therauthoriwvas durs !
before she was themra .o W6 lmew her "when"

ol s sofbastT toad auen oeon v DUt oo ¢ By Mary”Ann Moore *1
The moblle homa :parkiof ~today began ag thé! traller canp -during Vorld Var:I1I,

: It was the home away from home during a time of upheaval -~ people sharing a com-

non lot, often around defense plants.
~ ,',,;, """‘ff ey J"; “ o F 1o, :;,i : (t 7y fi‘t“"’ v ’j T r« ,u.?’f«

Such were the canps near the énd of Uest Hichlgan Street AnvIndianapolisg, «just
past the end of the bus line and convenient to Allison's Plant No. 5 in Speedway.,

sy ool V5 {amznmy on Sdbsy oon besaow e “‘?; mee o Dokl celistd un 268 1l
Ue moved.to,Park‘s Capp as.a-neuly married:couple. 1n;1943 and stayed’until the
sprlng of '1946. o L eyaus golim ewce (lusT abinvovil of elsie :

e nn~lHROSS; eaTly, trallers were -abouty the pize- of campers'. todayaabout ‘8 feet wide
and. 27, feet, long., (mhewdoors vere very. shart.:Inside, d-man wore than 6 feet “tall

could never stand up stralght.ﬁ_mhere was:no bedroom,; ro Vathroom. : There: were -
two tiny closets, a couch, some drawers and cupboards, a table with pull-down
seats, an ice box and a threeburner gasollne stove.

.Who shared this.experience-the bath house, 1aundry room, the ‘one mail’ box,
and one pay telephone? »Vho maneuvered arcund: the 01rcu1ar drlve to find & "
specific. parL¢ng place - tﬂatxnarron“slot called home? RES SRS S

.‘JL
. P . Srevmp vl A e > e gl
oy oy N SnaT e A B

Typmcal was a couplerwho 1eft as permanent home'in a Southern Indiana county
to be close -to. avallable Jobs whlle their only son.served ‘in: ‘the Army overseas.~
A T AN T
Host of the men uorked 1n,the Indlanapolls factorles. A few women’ dld too.
But many of the young-women-struggled to raise.babies in?the erowded hofies on -
vheels. : There vag -gas rationing,. sugar stamps;‘meat stamps—everythlng 11m1ted

going and eating. Dlign oo hdiud Dy osoem o wwd nnana

TV OMTTR cn ‘
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A recipe for yeast biscuits vas shared with:a neighbor vho'reciprocated: next
time. Often chili, soup or stew vas carried next door, Babysitting was a Lfriendly
‘exchange chore, : Lack of air conditioning caused windows to. be opened to let in
fresh air-plus the noise of crying kids, fighting couples, late nighters and earl
rigers, . Car doors slammed and motorcycles roared.. :The ice man, oil man and nilk
man made their rounds.i. o ST LR S T oo

I Yy : ‘

. The' old wringer:washer .in the. laundry room ran night and day according to
the posted schedule. :Image the clothing of sone 25 families all dried on lines-
and occagionally migsorted into the wrong baskets. .:- N I

. The phone on the laundry roon wall was flanked by a chart ghowing who: lived
where. . that fun to run out in all kinds of weather to sumnon. a wanted one, * Or
even 1o be a wanted one, nVe: sure got acquainted:that.way. 1o e

Ponll SRV E P W j ; / ‘

O O

.":Théﬁﬁack4cofné;ilbfkﬁas.large, as wasfthe:family reaiding there.: It was the

. only trailer with an:enclosed porch built on.and it was more: than living quarters.

. IMueh coming and going;ﬁas;inevitable*becauae'zthegtrailer vag headguarters: for.

“mome sort oflottery tickets. . « <. cu Lo coniohoo0 5 o o ,

. ey g

A A"réfiredvdircts‘éoﬁpleﬁpafkéd néar,the;center“of the camp.  Their special act
had been boxing cata and two of these, too old for show biz, shared the trailer.
The cats were loved and pampered, their tiny boxing gloves proudly displ&yed,
"Thegecats made-a- living-for us.: Yelll talie’ good care of “then as’long as they

1ive," their owners.ideclared, - | ©F [noeita oo ERLoo 0 1
S ot o gmenh s (AR REAY SRS P At I

Tt was the Cat;Woman who told ne the news that President Pranklin D.
Roosevelt had died.- Then-she hid behind the drapes at an open window and burst
dnto besrs. s 4T ot o Lo L ST DTN enT T e SE A

' Cabrals o awoosUsn st L ;
o could forget Peaches, mother of two? She often paraded to the restrooms
»+o0in @& frothy negligee fiinaii et n So AOLASD G000 D orand LLOKG
S PTCR SERI L =P ke O PUA od dunl covimo brs oo o e atdd Fuaeg
In another trailer lived a neuly divorced man with an unusual way to while
w‘awaygthaxdayshv"Heﬁerked~nights;waAn&;to;makefthe%timé*pdsé;”%aﬂhouldﬂrdller

skate to Riverside Park, some miles auay. LOed L do piange

3 T g AL e
AT SR CPR SR S 7 Cny v ookl

AP )t
P AAnRN .

aho Itﬁwas;an,erawofﬁitSmown;}01d~fashione&%maysfmingledfﬁitﬁ néb“t%pﬁdsﬁigquired
- because ‘of.-the times and cloge community 1iving:ioThose'years were an education,
a vivid-experience and, .for somey a real beginning, v Ta T oLwo THVAL OLUOD
el Tome Ty o mad oA calusosnyo b atawanh e 9 ONEE o

e G HCH S ranwodantrd o hie wod aok ng o ats S

- Copies of the following official prograuraf-the Indi&napolis’ fiotor S%gedway
have been;presented ‘to:the Huseum by Ruth Pritchard. Not only do they reflect
chafiges in our race cars, but, rore importantly, changes-in our life’stylea, ~
These are available for race fans who devour all such statistics, but to any
one else yho-wanta to win a bet. Our thanks:to"Ruth, again, Ve will never .
cease- to-marvel at her ability, her.ezhuberance,: her vitality, her sparkle, her:
vast knowledge, her persistent curiosity and search for infornation. She is

_very special in our Society, and we wvant her:and:Roy to lmow that we are thanlful
they made it through-their traumatic.and critical experience ‘during thé Great

Blizzard. ;Roy;has;ddmpletely,recovered, for which we are grateful, and Ruth is
once again her same old bubbly self, -~ ' ce e e
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HC IS
"CRNTURY OLD CLIPRLIGS"
BY
GRACE COX

UNION-~May 15, 1879

Brownsburg--Iletcher Lowe hag laid out a toun on the new railroad near John
Corlissts. If it is true as reported, that Fletcher intends to open out a whiskey
ghop, he had better have a nill stone tied aboul his neck and have it thrown into
Peterson's Pond before he begins business,

Local liatters—~The Court House tower is becoming a popular loafing place for the
hoys.

The best way to keep flees off a dog, says the Enquirer, is to shoot the dog.

The old building on the east side of the square, now owned by Robert Russel, which
is under-going repairs is one of the oldest landmarls of Danville and was the
firgt brick house erected in the toun. It was built about fifty years ago and was
for 30 years occupied by the P.O., On the west side of the building is an aperture
that might be called a window, if it was necessary, although it certainly has very
little resemblance to the spacious bay window of the residences of today and here
the head and shoulders of the postmaster, Mr. Crawford, would emerge, after
distributing the mail, and call the names of those auong the waiting crowd

outside who were fortunate enough to have received any mail. The postage on a
letter which came from outside the State was 25 cents at that time and not
infrequently the person to whom it was sent would be unable to take it out of the
office for weeks such was the scarcity of money. There are many recocllections
clustered about the old building that early settlers call to mind as they see the
walk being torn away, and like those who made our country what it is, it will soon
becone among the things that were.
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