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ATKINSON FAMILY., The family
of Atkinson is an ancient and honorable
one, whase representatives were found in

different parts of Great Britain several ©

centuries zgo. Two distinet families of
the narme scttled in Bucks county, Penn-
sylvania, in the latter part of the seven-
teenth ceatury. Thomas Atkinson, of
Sandwick, Yorkshire, was married to
Jane Bond, at Knaresboraugh meeting -
of Friends in 1678, and four years later

emigrated to America with his wife and .

three sons, Teaac, William and Samuel,

settling first in Burlington county, New

Jersey, but removing soon after to Bucks
county. Both Thomas and Jane were

ministers amang Friends. The farmer

died in 1687, and his widow married \Will-
iam Biles two years later. She travelled
extensively in the ministey after her
second marriage, both in the colonies
znd in England and Ireland. Thomas

Atkinson was a son of John Atkinson of .

Newby, Yorkshire. and in his will in
1687 devises land in Bucks county to his
brother John Atkinson, “should he come
to Pensilvania.” It is not known that the

brather John ever emigrated to Amer-"

ica, lsaac Atkinson, the eldest son of
H:o:;mw and Jane, died in Bucks county
in 1721, leaving three children, John, Jane

and Thomas. Most of the descendants’

of Thomas and Jane Atkinson eventu-

ally settled in New Jersey, —_

The present family of Atkinsons in!
Bucks county are descendants of _.o—::
Atkinaon, of Scotforth, near the city of;
Lancaster, England, who with his brother®

istopher and their respective fami-!

lies ecmbarked in the ship “Brittamica,™:’

in April, 160, for Pennsylvania, where
they had purchased of William Penn-
1500 acres of land. to be laid out, ¢le., inj
March, 1600, Christopher Atkinson, tha.
clder of the two'] , was married.

3 o ta "Margarer, h&lwﬁﬁﬁ%m 3?&&6& Fatl
n.gxor.%hmm

Christapher_Fell, wtown, Lancas|
shire and the Rn%hm_u of that Hnmn_nnv
show the hicth of =even of their children,
of whom at least m%mum Willjam, Hapnah,
Margaret and [sabel, sailed with thei

parents, though the two latter ap-
ear to have suryjved the voyage, the
Mmea... ristopher Atkin uE._.MK_h“o dytng
on the way to Emerica., John Atkinsan,
the other brather, had married at the.

same meeting, on 2 mo. &, 1636, Susanna,; .

Hynde, daughter of Richard Hynde, 03
Scotforth, and the following n::n__..nnd
were born to them in Lancashire, viz.:
William. t mo. 31, 1687; Mary, 7 mo. 15, ;
1689: John, 8 ma, 23, 1602, died 9 ma. 3, -
1694; Jahn, born 9 mo. 25, 1595. The
three surviving children above named
accompanied their parents on board the
"Brittanica,” and. both their parents dy-
ing on the voyage, were recéived hy the
Friends of Middietown Meeting, ltucks

county, where the certificate from Pu:-w
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164 7. HISTOKY OF BUCKS COUNTY.

caster Meeting, dated 2 mo, 30, 1600, was
deposited. :
The 1500 acres of Jand purchased by

Christopher end John Atkinson was laid .
oul m 1700 in Bugkingham township,-

Yucks county; 1,000 zcres in a parailelo-
gram was surveyed in right of Chris-
topher, lying between the present Me-
chanicsville rcad and the Jine of the land
of T. Howard Atkinson, a lineal de=-
scendant of John, and extending from
the Street road at Sands’ Corner to the
Greenville road at.Beans' Corner, It
was in two equal tracts of 500 acres each,
and was i

hristopher, the upper hal
in her own right, under the will

roved on 1 2 ] =
elphig, and the Jower tract for the use
&1 _mn_. children. The latter was con-
veyed by the widow and heirs to Jo-
seph Gilbert, and the. upper tract by
Margaret Atkinson to William Cooper.

The remaining 500 acres was surveyed

for the use of the heirs of John Atkinson,
znd was laid out on the opposite side
of the Strecet road, touching the upper
tract of the 1,000 acres at Sands' Corner,
and extending northwesterly from that
point, It was resurveyed by Cutler in
1703 in the name of Alice and Mary
Hynde, sisters of Susanna, wife of John
Atkinson, who had taken out letters on
the estates of John angd Susanna, in Phil-
adelphia, Seprember 6, 1609. -No convey-
ance appears of record by the Atkinson
heirs or their representatives, the first
actual settlers thereon being William
George, and Alice his wife. Certain it is
that none of the heirs of either Chris-
topher or John Atkinson found homes
on the land oiiginally purchased by their
respective parents.

Jehn Atkinson, the youngest child of
John and Sunsanna (Hynde) Atkinson,
born in Lancashire, ¢ mo. 25, 1605, is
supposed to have spent his boyhood days
ameng Friends in the neighbarhood of
Ngwtown, Bucks county. On 8 mo. 13,
1717, he was married at the house of
Stephen Twining,” Newtown, to Mary
Smith, danghter of William and Mary
(Croasdale) Smith, of Makefield. He
immediately purchased 200 acres in the
Manor of Highlands, now.Upper Make:
ficld, adjoining his father-in-law, and set-
tled thercon and lived there until his
death in Jamunary, 1753. The children
of John and Mary (Smith) ZAtkinson
were: John, born 1718: William, born
1721, married Mary Tomlinson, and re-
mained on a portion of the homestead;
Thamas, barn 1722, see forward; Chris-
topher, born 1725, married Lydia Canby;
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Makefield homeriead, but on his mar-
riage in 1744 1o Mary Wildman, located
on 200 acres in Wrightstown tawnshiy,
near Penn's Park, the grester part of
which is still owned and occupied by hia
dexscendants. part of it by his great-
grandson, George G, Atkinson, and parg
by another great-grandson, Wilmer Ax-
kinson Twining, Esq. Two children,
Thomas nnd Mary, were born to him, but
the latier died in infancy. He died in
August, 1760,

Thomas Atkinson, only survivin
chitd of Thomas and Mary 255:::..%
Atkinsen, was born on the Wrights-
town homestead, 8 ma. 19, 1751, He in-
herited {roin his father the two hundred
scre farm, wnd spent his whole life there,
dying B ma. 19, 1815, He was 2 promi-
nent man in the community, and an ac-
tive memher of Wrightstown Friends’
Meeting. He married, 5§ mo. 1, 1770,
Surah m:.:._? daughter of Timothy and
Sarall {Kineey) Smith, who bore him
seven children, viz.: Mary, died young;
Jonathan, bern § mo. 9, 1782, married
Esther Smith. and lived and died on the
homestead: Timothy, see forward;
Thoutas, bern 1o mo. B, 1785, married
Jane Smith, sce forward; Mahlen, barn
4 ™y 11, 1500, 1 physician, settled in
Qiin, marricd Rebecca  Babb; Sarah,
borw 2 mo 2e. 1793, married Jacob Hes-
tor; and Joseph. born B mo. 22, 1795, died
1815, Saral, the mother of the above
children, dicd 10 mo. 19, 1830

Timathy * Atkinson, second son of
Thonae and Sarah, was barn in Wrighta-
town 1ewnship and spent his whole life
there. be was a farmer and at his fath-
er's death purchased 2 considerable por-
tion of tie old homestead and hved
thereon during his life. He married in
1807 Debaral, daughter of Edmund
Smith, who bore him four children: Ed-
mund S, born in 1808; Sarah, born
1815, died 1840; Elizabeth, born 1Bar,
died 1836; and Timothy, Jr., born 1829,
married Letitia Smith, daughter of Dan-
iel and Hannali {Bens) Smith, died 1863
Timothy, the father, died in March, 1867.

Edmund §. Atkinson, born on the old
homestead in 1808, lived his whole }ife
thereon. He was twice married, first in
1831, to Ruth Simpson. who bore him
three sons—Rahert, Thomas Ogbarn
and J. Simpson, the latier being now a
resident of Springheld, Missouri. Ed-
mund married (xecond) Ann L. Gilling-
ham, and had children, Ann; Deborah,
deceased; George G.. now living on the
ald homestead in Wrightstown: Sarah
E., single, residing in Wrightstown: and
Lewis, deceased. Edmund §. Atkinson,
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