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Woodson Baber, of Liberty Township, Hendricks County, Indiana

His Descendants and Related Familes, written by a

gy N PUON B
Greatéﬁﬁnﬁﬂawghter, fifldred Baber Hall 2j3-59 7450 35

2708 Cochran Street,

_ ) Blue Island, Ill.,604006
Woodson Baber, born in Vipginia 3/12, 1799, was an early settler of

Roane C0., Tenn, He married Jane McCloud in Knox Co., Tenn. an 21/11,1824,
James Francis, another son, and Melinda ©, were born to them in Tenn.
They moved to Indiana where Andrew G., Lewis R, were born, in 18%2 and
18%34~3%5, Jane died before 1839, as Woodson married Ann Barker in 1839,
in Hendricks Co.dThey had one child, Mary M,. Woodson was on the voting
lists iniﬁiﬁéf%JLTwp. in 1837 and 183$'§r 39, The 1850 census shows
the family still in Liberty Twp.. Woodson died in 1851, and is buried in
Priendship Missionary Baptist Cemetery, Liberty ¥wp. Ann died in 1875,
in the Avon vicinity. |

Melinda 1, Baber married John Walls Wilcoxson in 1844, in Hendricks
Co. He was a Capt. in the Civil War, and was in meny battles. They both
died in Emporia Kansadg,

James Frangis Baber left home at an marly age, as he was on the 1850
Towa census;nﬁith his wife, Delilah Beeson , who was born in Indiana.
They were married in Enosdale Kansas, lle was a United Brethren minister.
served in Iowa and Kansas churches,. His son Ellis was also a U.B. minister
and had several minisber sons. He also had two sons who became rather

famous , Ray Irwin, who was a brilliant man, educator and author; and
Carroll Preston Baber 3Q§‘a Proffessor and Head Librarian, Kansas State

Teachers (College(now Emporia State University).@arpol&?had a son Fric
W¥no became a musician, sducater,and served in World War 2., First as a

Lieutenant Jr. Grade, in the U.5., Navy Reserve, He served in the west
coast area of Cuba as an Air Torce Combat Intelligence bfficer for a
Squadron of scout bombers, ahd later joined a squadron of larger planes
and engaged in anti~submarine warfare and air patrol activity through

much of the Pacifif area. One of his Government positions in education

NE Sy
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was a8 United States Assistant Commissionerof RBducation in Wash. .G
From there he served at the University of Illinois as Professor of g -
ucation and Director pf Remearch Services. He had retired from the navy
as a IT,Commander,

iric Daber has set up a Baber Revocable Trust with himself as Trustee
One purpose ig: to award $10,000 a year to a librarian the American Library

@ﬁgociationﬁg§§ﬁphosen. Thig %ﬁ;ié the Carroll Preston Baber Research
Awérd. o h

James Francis Baber died in Clifton Kansas and is buried in the Rusco
Gemetery , in what is known as the Preachers Corner. His son Clark,
Glarks infant son, a daughter lLauvra, and his wife Delilah,who died about
1887, are buried there.

Andrew G, Babher, the third son of Woodson Baber, iived across the
road frowm James. ﬁotﬁ%cwnﬁd farme., He was known as lawyer Baber. He
hod married Melissa Jane Sill in Putnam Co. Ind. in 1855, Helissa was
the oldest daughter of James 8ill and ¥lizabeth Groves $311, James Sill
waé born in Shelby Co. Ky. and married Rlizabeth 28/7 18%1 in Putnam CO.
James 5ill wag one o@_theéfounders of fillmore Ind, He was a lawyer,
Justice of the Peace,lLibrary Trustee, and enrolling officer in the Civil
War, His home was raided by The Knights of The Golden Gircle , but the
enrollment papers were saved by his wife and daughter Candacey who later
wrote a pamphlet "Tragedy at Deer Cresk” about the raid. A typewritien
copy has been put in the Indiana Historical Societies Civil Var Collect-
ién. James 3ill wmoved to Polk Co. Iowa after the war, aboutb 1865, and
ne died in 1868, his wife in 1875. James Sill had a sister #lizabeth
who married Rbenezer Smyth, who lived on a farm near Greencastle, Ind.
One of their children was Dr, Gonzalvo Corxdova Smyth, a doctor famed not
only in Indiana, but in Burope, for his writings. He also served in the
Civil War. A daughter of Blizabeth Sill Smyth, Hannah, married John
Clark Ridpath, of Asbury/DePauwbniversity. Andrew and lMelissa Baber
folloved the Sills to Polk Co. Iowa in 1868. Their children Alfaretia,
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l,meg(JllL), and Viola R. had been born in harlon Twp. Putnam Co.,Ind.
Several children were born in Madison Twp., Polk Co,, ILowa, and then they
moved to Clifton, Kansas, where three more were born. Andrew served in
the Kansas State Legislature in 1874, from Wash., Co, After the death of
two daughters, Alfarette and Molly, and because of ill health following
his going on buffalo hunts in western Kansas, the family moved to Pierce
City, Mo., Melissgé gister Candace, and her husband, DSilau Wilson Hopkins
lived in nearby Sarcoxie, Andrew died in 1883 and is buried in the
Pierce City Cemetery. lMelissa then moved to Heodesha, then to Lmporia,
Kansas, and later married Zenophan Gamble. Both are buried in Chicago
iMound Cemetery, outskirts of Emporia. Melfesﬁﬁwgreat grandfather was a
plantation owner in Middlebrook, Augusta Co, Va, and was in the lMilitia
in the "REV.War, Her gmandfather, Windell Groves Jr., came to Putnam Co.
Ind, in 1828,..

Alfaretta Baber Graham died in 1877, leaving one son, Walter, who
graduated from Kansas State U. with the highest grades in his class,
and later became a lawyer,editor of trade magazines, and spoke many
languages. During World War I he served the U,S3, Government as an int-
erpreter, He ig buried in N.Y.City, where he lived for many years,
Andrew (. BabePs son Roscoe,served in the Spanish American War (enlisted
in Coffeyville Ks. ) and the Philippine Insurrection. He was in the
20th. Regiment Inf. Volunteers, He had been a printer before this, and
after returning home worked for the U.S.Printing Office in Wash. D.C.
for 28 years, part of the time as a language proofreader, and as a member
of the style board. He had two sonse, Richard and Robert, who both served
in World War. II., Robert was a civilian aviation instructor before enter-
ing the Air Force., as a (Capt. He served three years flying between India
and China. Both sons were talented musicians. Roscoe Baber is buried in
Arlington National Cemetery, and both sons are enurned there.

Lewis R, Baber, youngedt son of Woodson Baber, warried Mary Bryant, of

Hendricks Co. in 1854, in that County. He later moved to Mo. where he
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served in army inffhe Civil War. Iater he moved to the area aroung
Des lMoines | 1owa, where some of nis descendants still live, in Carlisle,
He may have been a Circuit Rider, as well as farmer,

The children of VWoodson Baber seem to have followed each other to
locations in Towa and Kansas, as Melinda, James, and Andrew all lived in
Clifton, K8, at the same time, and their descendants ended up living in
Bmporia or that area,, of Kansas, James s8till has many relatives in
Ks., and Melinda hag some also.

In the mid 19208 Andrew G, Babefg children planned a trip to bring
them together in Ks. and to go to all the places where they had lived
when young, [lora died before the trip, but Will, Candace, Maud,

Rosgcoe, and Blwood went to Missouri, to their fathegé grave, to Clifton,
Ks,, and to Bmporia, and Neodesha Ks, to visit old friends and go to
cemeteries, They all died within five years after this trip. In

the last 10 years the writer of this article has retraced their steps,
and has also gone Lo the grave of Woodson Baber, o8t of the stones

in the cemetery where he is buried have fallen over, but his was intact,
Next to it is one stone with a Barker name on it. This cemetery, The
Priendship Missionary Baptist, is located on a private farm, and the
owner has tried to keep it cleared, and had asked for help to preserve
it in good shape, but no one has helped. it is beside a beautiful small
man made lake, and the owner has bheen troubled by youths coming in the
evening for parties,

»
Descendants of Woodson Babers children Melinda, James, Lewis, and

Awd RElstill correspond with each other, having searched for quite a few

yéars to locate each other,
Written by Mildred Baber Hall
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