A brief History of the Jolm H and Sarah A, 1tilhon Brillts family, written
by James He Brill, their eldest son.

This family emigrated from Virginia to Indisna in 1852 and Trom Indians
to Missourd in 1867,

Copied from original by Mary Frances Crouch Baker, Narch 13, 1954, Nary
Beker lives in Odon, Indiana. Her husband has a hardware store there, Mary is
a great grand daughter of Jobn H., and Sarsh Anne (Milhon) Brill



CHAFTER I

Jobn Harrison Brill was born 1819 in Frederic County, Virginia, son
of Henry and Rachael Cooper Brill (his grandmother Cooper's maiden name was
Richard, an old IEnglish family of distinction with a record of nearly 500 years)
Henry Brill's father's name was Hermon. They were Dutch and of Lutheran faith.
The land on which they lived was ceded by England to Lord Fairfex and the first
survey was made by George Washington. dJohn H. received his education like
other boys of that day and place, when a man drove & tezm of six horses to a
freight wagon hauling goods from Harper's Ferry, Virginia to Knoxville, Tenn,

Sarah Ann kilhon was born near Winchester, Virginia in 1821, daughter
of Henry and Sarszh Whetzel Milhon. They were Permsylvania Dutch. Her father
was a local preacher of the South M. E, Church. He was a soldier of 1812,

Szrah Ann received her education as alletted to girls at that Time and place.

CHAPTER II

Johnt H. Brill and Sarah Amn Liilhon were married in 1843, They moved
to a farm on Timber Ridge. Aftler nine years of hzard work and poor crops an
additional responsibility of six children was added. The outlock for support
was dark, Father time had caught the advice of Horace Greely —— "Go West Young
ian,! liother felt to leave Father azmd lother, lin and friends was close to

her heart, but greater than all else was her love for her family.
CHAPTER III

Father's uncle, Amos Marker, @ man of some means and vision. He was a
miller by irade and lived only a few miles from us., He told father he was
going to move to Illinois and wanted our family to go with them.

Father said, "I am too poor to make the irip." Uncle said, "I will
help you and the longer you put it off the worse it will be," After studying
the matter it was agreed to start west, March 1, 1852, Only two or three
months remained to make ready to start. Disposing of our plunder (we had but
1ittle) and to dispose that to the best advantage, was a problem. The covered
wagon was a big thing. To carry eight passengers, c¢lothes, bedding, ccoking



utensils, then visiting, going and coming of kin. One of Mother's brothers
and hig wife came from Ohio to see us, Uncle had his silver case watch in a
buckskin fob to protect the silver case. The caravan consisted of two covered
wagons, one buggy, fifty-five horses, six adults and seven children — — - -
thirteen in all. The day to start was at hand ond good-bye must be said.

We reached Cumberland, Maryland in due time. The road west was cailed
the National road; and improved to Belleville, Indiana, This road is now
called 40 or the Lincoln Highway, The road bed was either plank or stone,
crushed. This road was built by the governmeni extending from Cumberland,
Haryland, %o S5t. Louis, lMissouri.It was helpful toc bhundreds of thousands to
Treach a new home. While crossing the mountains we found snow storms and when
we put up at a tavern simply meant to rent two vacant rcoms and a place to
cock, Imagine Kother getting supper for eight persons, six of them helpless,
so dirty, so ¥ired, cold, gleepy and hungry. Supper over, the beds were spread
on the naked floor, We kids were soon in bed and sound esleep, MNother plan-
ned for breakfast. Now we went to bed such as it was, tired, yes, very tired,
but she couldn't go to sleep until she asked guidance from Him that is the
Tight of the World, In her dreams she may have smiled "Lead Kindly Iight
Amid the Encircling Gloom, Lead Thou e On,"

The things I most remember slong the road were many movers retuming
from the west and saying that it was no good, and they locked like they were
no good. They would ask, '"Where are youins going?" We said "Illincis," They
would say, "Don!t go thar, the milsick (should be "milk sick") will kill youins,
or don't go to Indiana the agee will git you."

The large white barns with green shutters as we passed through the
state of Pennsylvania is to be remembered, The wire suspension bridge across
the Ohio River at Wheeling, W. Va., The "Y" bridge at Zanesville, Ohio and
the beautiful city of Dayton, Ohio. When within 15 miles of Indianapolis was
a link of the worst mud road we ever saw. Five miles a day was all we could
make, Then we had to wash horses and harness, clean the mud off those that
walked, and nearly all walked to lighten the wagons., Indianapolis was not
very attrective. I saw a cook stove for the first time., Two holes over a
fire-box, then an offset with two holes, (Mother didn't get a cook stove for

two years.



CHAPTER IV

On Baturday evening we stopped at a tavern about two miles east of
Bellevilie and a mile from Cartersburg, feeling blue indeed. TLittle hope of
getting to Illinois Tor fifty or sixty days. Empty purse called for a con-
suliation and in two days, each family rented a house and ground to garden
and farm crops. The crops grew fine and Father and Mother were much en-
couraged, Father boughi a good milk cow and that helped. He alsc found work
when out of his crop., Hauling on the Danville and Cartersburg gravel road
helped us mch,

We found good neighbors. There was a Distriet school near. In
early autum the children of age started. TFather and Mother were pleased to
have better schiools than whalt we left in Virginia, It was agreed to Try
Indiana ancther year and if favorable to stay in Indiana, During the next
summer things looked bright, Uncle bought a water flour mill on McCrackens
Creek about two miles from Center Valley., Mud roads cost Illinois thirteen
citizens and Indisna gained a like mumber. The destiny of our family changed,

It might have been better, it might have been worse,

CHAPTER V

In 1854 we moved to Bales sawmill on McCrackens Creek at Joppa or
three miles northwest of Mooresville, Norgan County. The improvements con-
sisted of a three room house, a gnoke house, a good well of water, and ten
acres of rich bottom black farm land. I was the principal worker on the farm,
Father operated the saw mili, when the water was not too low. In spite of
some drawbacks to the mill, we made money. We school children tramped nearly
two miles to Hopewell school house. We found good neighbors. The girls
were guite a 1ittle long help to Mother., Salem M. E, Church was about three
miles west of us. Father and Mother {cook fellowship and the c¢hildren started
to Sunday school. Sometimes in the big wagon, and sometimes two or threé of
the children on a horse with a gheepshin for a saddle, About this time I
first sew a reaper and mower, some years later a binder, cock stove and sewing
machine.

Children coming to the family every two years of less, a larger farm
and house was imperative, In 1358 Tather bought 40 acres & mile east of Uncle
William Brill's and less than a mile from the Salem Church and school house.



lore of us were able to work. Things were fairly well for the next three Years.
The farm debt was reduced. Father was appointed & church steward, ‘This was
the last straw to the camel, down in Virginia hospitality, When six or seven
children started to school thay had to be clothed, shod, books, etc,, it
isn't any wonder the family purse was empty. The family hed necessities, only
under-gshirts and drawérs were luxuries. A minister visiting at our house,
getting out of bed, a little sister was present and could not understand the
situation and said, "You are putiting on your tuther britches,™

We are in the midst of the Civil War, Friendships and churches tomn

asunder, sorrow came to nearly every home, Octavia's husband died in the

gervice, The necessgaries of life went sky high. In 1864 we bought 10 acres
more land, and to try fo stem the growing indebtedness, but it could not be
done, The free hospitality must continue, In January 1865, I went to work
for my self; Father and lother were not very well, and discouraged,
Thirteen children had been borm. Twelve living.

Billy a bright-eyed boy was cut off by spoitted fever with an illness
of twenty-four hours and Tinal sgleep in the o0ld Salem church yard. The sore
need for lérger support fér the family was much needed.

About this time some fit friends in Chariton County Missouri sent
word that land was rich and cheap., Unecle Amog Marker and Pather went to
Missouri to see for themselves, They too were misled or they would never
have made the seiection they dide The lure of the swift muddy waters of the
Missourd and the lazy current of the Chariiton sounded well in poetry only.
The spring of 1867 the farm was sold at public sele o dispose of all stuff
that could not be teken west, The family had much tiresome labor 1o do.
Nobody got lonesome that summer. Our family was now increased by three sons-
in law, Uncle John Bayliss's family called often, then the large rmumber of
real friends, snd cousing, DNother and the girls were kept busy ccoking and
washiﬁg. Iittle time was had for privacy and domestic affairs. ¥We were all
glad when this ordeal was over. The time was near to start, Ten was the
number to go. Four of us to stay in Indiena. All the children met to say
good-bye to one another, scme of us never to meet again, In parting with
liother was the most trying of all. The throat choke, the shower of tears
still remainsg a precious menory.

Ten of the children married — - no divoreces, Iiother had 13 children.
I was born on the 13th, The families moving from Virginia numbered thirteen
Johan and I are all that are ieft of the lagi thirteen,

James H. Brill



william Thomas BPill wag born august 30, 1870 at Center valley,
Liberty Township, Hendricks County, the youngest of six children
born to William Thomas and Jeanetbe Mathew Rrill. The family
lived on & farm and as each child resched maturity left to
follow his chosen profesgion,

mhe oldest son, CGeorge Woodward Brill became a most successful
and prominent lawyer in Danville snd served as Judpe of Hendricks
gounty Circuit Court, Swrews & .

The second son, Johwm B, Brill alsc followed the lepgal profession
establishing a successful and well known firm in Evansville, ITnd,

The oldest girl, Rachel Jeannette married Wrarnk Sparks and spent
her life in the vicinity of Clayton, Ixdiana,

The second daughbter, Bess Virginia lived most of her life in
Danwille.

William Thomas, the youngest, chose the Undertaking professiecn,
as called in those days. After studying in Indisnapolis he
came te Danville and esteblished hinself sg an Urdertaker,

He galned fhe.rbpufatjon of being the most efficient person

in that ealling in the county., ©n October 10, 1900 he married
Glenrosgse Acton, only child ofparon and Jullia Amanda Acton of
Clayton, Tndiana., Mr, Acton was also an Undertaker and Carpoile
ter gso they were pleased with her choice,

A few vears later, aprroximately 1905, William RPrill and Frank
Roberts formed a partnership, Brill & Roberts, Furniture and
Undersaking, This partnership lasted over thirty years and
became known over the entire county. Many a bride dbought her
Pirst furniture there., When Vichrolas came into being, 2 room
was built inside the store for thelr display and the playing
of records, Rugs, large and small were hung on racks that
suspended them from the celling so they could be swung for the
customer to view, The Turanibure shtore overall looked the

game as fuxmiture store today, one thing that hss not changed
in our changing tlmes, The furniture, of courss, ceme crated
in wood, furnishing valuable and plentiful kindling for the
two families involved Tor fireplaces and coal furnaces,

Tntil around 1913, the hearse was pulled by s besutiful team

of draft horses. This type of horse was necessary to pull

the hearse over and through the muddy and snowy roads in bad
waather, The mechanical age made 1ts appearance and the

horses were put out to pasture for a motor, By the 1940ts
custom changed and Yndertalkers became Funersal Directors and .
Mineral Hgmes replaced the orivate home and church for services,

William 7. and Glenrose were the parents of three children,
Lorene Acton, William Thomsas, Jr. and Rachel Virginia., T.crene
wag a talented musician and artist and William Jr, followed
his father and became a Funersal Director., They established
Brill and Scn but upon the deati of William Sr,, his son went
into other business, Virginia, sfter gradusting from Tydiana
University followed a business career intermixed with politiecs
and civie alffalrs much like her mother who was very active in




the clvlc and social affairs of Danville at the tiwe when 1t
was s8tarting to grow and become congclous of its responsibillity
ag a progressive community. She married Dean ¢. Rosticher of
Chilton, Wisconasin,

William Thomas Brill, 3r, died June 16, 1936, (lenrose Acton
Brill died January 30, 1947.
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