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BY CAPTAIN JAMES P. CATTERSON

' Looklnw baak over my pmaﬁ life: to wit - while I was in the an. asrvice
as & soldicr end tthkln& that & recapitulation of the aame would perhaps be
interesting to some of you who were eomrads with me.
Therelore I {mentaley) agein $ravel the road from Indlauapolis to Chattanoog&e‘
i Very many things of intersest w111 be omlt@d faots, n&m@s, and datss,

N haﬁim“ been forgoiele

Wo were musteved into the serviee of th@ U.8+ by Lieut. Newman ’ Mustarlng
Officeyr for Indpis. Distriot (the flrst of* Sept, lbbz)(thls isat pagt hed a
line e¢rosved tn;@u%h it,)

We ! Lalt fgcpl 3o about the 2nd- day of Sept abosrd the Jeffersonvill Carrs
traveled all miphu, and the next morning after daylight corossed the Ohio River
Kye . Went into esip six miles south of the city,

During our whey in' this {(Jefferason) county we moved ocamp four or five tlmeﬂ
1 have forgoten dntese During our stay in this eounty Brambon Braggs rebsl
ariny invedid Hy. elso Buels 0 Army came back from Tesn after resting and
rearuiting the health of his men, sterted im persuit of Braggs Army, thenm in

“oamp nesr Bardstown By. (Nelson County) October let wes a hurring time for the

T9¢th preperations for s long march were belng made, all the comrades that were
not able to stend the trip, was left bahind, in Hospitalss The 79th marched out
of Loulsville with e light stop, keeping time with our Maritial Band.

Many - Many hearts that for (now) . PERHAPS HAD not felt psin or sorrow, now folt

heavy and gmd, es the mind {(ran back - ) at home, the fact thet we were
past ( ‘ .- ) from our homes and its pleasures, not oue could say
I am shure to meei you apgain, with such feelings the day pzassed sloley away.
In the evening; late, we went into camp, prepared and ate our Coffee and
Crackerss During the night eand after our camp fires had gone out and all was
85111, {seme the barking of the neighboring dogs the restless nelghing of the
mu]es,} ALl pexhapw who were not asleep, woerse thlnklng of the uncertminties of

- 1ife; i%s jels mnd sorrows, when there came e sound in the distent weat; rumbling

over tha hills pxaxml@y telling us e storm is sureley coming.'and ere midnight,
hes passed, the rain had compleatly soaked through all our elothes. We were

g lying upon the bare ground, nothing over ws for shelter to kesp of the beating

rain tbﬁ wWas now upon uss- And thus we moved on for deyss and weeks. Wnen

pnear the line of Jerferson and Bullett Countles Xy. Col. Shuler of 4th Ind .
( ) Cavly. met the forces of John Morgan and routed them. PFrom thia '
tlma,'untlll Bregg was driven out of Ky. (which was near the last of Oct, (&%)

~ herdly a day’ p&bu@d, without some part of the army engagued in fighting. At

Crab Orchard exd a% Perryvill wes some very hard fighting; in which Braag, and
his srmy, were badly used up. :
sfter routing Bragg, and his followers from Bardst@own, Nelson Ca. Kye we

drove ‘them in fhé'di sotion of Cumberlend Gap, through the counties of Hslson,

. Washingbon, Mierion, Boule, Lincoln, Riakeastle, and Luural, In this county,

we halted, two or three dayes and then turned some what back, passing through -
the Co. of Rcckg&qtle; Pulaski, Cesey, Russel, Adair, Barrem, Monrce, and Allen,
into Teun. passing through the Co. of Sumer, leson, and Davidson, to Nashvilla.
arriving thore near the last of Nove /62, and went into ocamp, a msar remn&t
less then 200 men was nll thet were able for duty.

Soon after our arrival et Nashvill, Bregg, snd his forcas, orected winter

;'quar%efs near iuriressvore, Butheriord COe the result was constant fighting on

our front lines, unbtill the Battia of Stonoe river.

t0n the 26th of Dev. 1662, we were called into lins snd marchaed out onto
the Rosd leading to Murfresaborc. Troops, hed been passing, ever since the day
pravious, through the rain, working up the roads into allmost an 1mpms%able
condition, we JQJﬂGd them, without a murmer and on through mud, and vain, watill

©after darl ere we wenlt into camp. During the after noon we could ‘hear heavy NANROnE

to our right, eiplaiuving in unmistakesble words, the ijsat of our march, Nany
& stout heart, on thet desolete Wilderness looking cemp groumd that night felt
such sorrow as perheps had never beon felt befors. Whoo ecan think of suy thing

U that is csloulabed to resch the minds and heavrts of men, more daepley, thas ths -

- and thers, Lo

kneowledge that y wust in a few hours will be drewn wp THUS TIVE 50 Battle,

inoe, wth-fﬁPLr delow mma; mnd +h@y, a8 Wbll a5 CUrBRLTE ,




.

816 preparegd With"@vary mlass] deadly misse) of warfare, that man gvar invented,
snd there €5 £ight) mowing, ?ﬁuﬁfﬁfﬁhusancs, of lives musT By (55t in tFg

aontest Tor victorys omreds, many o brave sonrad, during those bloody days op

The TaTtle OTnﬁﬁﬁﬁtE}ver fell 4o rise no fore, not any one present aﬁ?ﬁg;earthly
friends, Fo ma ko B dy Ty momants easye . - - . T
War ig horribla, in 2Ry form, vel, when 8%triped of 8vry thing, save that
grinoing menster Denth, thsy it is ten times more horrible than ¢en be conoeived
of or d@ﬂﬁfibadg'fh““”’ . : : o ' .
nd. long hefore the Light wag over, or victory'g&in@d, the langunge of

another would say, Thowsands hag sank on the ground overpowerd The weary to

sleap and‘tha,wwmndad to dis.  Thug the fight continued from dey, to day, aa

we advanuedpﬂﬂntilijwithin three, or four, miles of Z&-‘Euri‘raaﬁboroa halting negr
Stoneriver whera our advance was go stuboroly disputed that oup Commander,
(Rosencrans) sgw that a gensral engasusment would follow ang the lines were arrangm
ed fceordingly, S Lo . I o

: Deo 31ast thils moraing, the fight oponag on our right with tremendious
canmoneding., - Tha Bobel commsndep had massed his forces, and omme with over-
whiming numbers Ypon our ripht  oyup men gave back and ip dolng this they, becene
coufused, Regt, aftor Regmt, Brigade efter Brigade, retreating from the field,
in confusion, pop Soe time it looked as if the advancing Enamy could not be o
‘checkad, Howmevar, help wag goon brought Forwarg consisting of & part of 1
Vanoleaves Divi, (and with iy went the 79th Ind.) We went +8to the fight)

about ons Oclaoel Pallaz at times allmolst in g hand to hend combat, constar:
fighting‘untilllnight ended the struggle, the 79, be it said to thelr Trats,
night found ug ip PO33assion of the disputed ground, tha Snamy had been driv.ep
from the fiald, and Bati@s-Brigade had advanced over one mjle, - .

After uight, we were Moved bacek to the loft, and rested; iying in the mud,

#nd water, untill MOTming. Comradg You remember well that cold ang dredful
night, Wony a blaniket that somposeq” the only bed, Was on EK?E_horning IT0%en

Yo the ground, on enther 8ide of the Soldierp wnlle e glepk; Daylight, cams at
Clast; we were salled inko line, aoldq and shivering, we aross from oup bads, of
mud and BlanketggitO"ob@y the caTT Ve we?%"@gsﬁfﬁigmi&sad, and allowed time to
Prepars our soffee aud eraclkors, This over, we 0RAe More worg called into lins,

and marehed to the front, erossing Ston@rivar, move forward # mlle, we ramniued
on this ling, that: day and nights The fighting,‘today Was mostly done with
Artilery, . sneh commsnderp feoling the strongth of hig porants foress,

Jan Z, “shout 8 Oelock the ousmy, opensd un ug with Artilery, the heavay@stn_
~directad 2t ourp sunter foreesg, . Qur Divi, Bow move to +thg front ang ocupy the
sunmit of g ridge between Stoneriver ang Murfreeshore and o the left op Yupfrasgm
bora and‘mashvill®-yik@ About one Oclock, ws coulq 59 the enemy anuvering ia

our fromib, bPreparing to advence, soon they began a brigk Canareding diregtaq at
our limes. At about 3 Oclock, their lines were formed, on and on they some, line
aftar line, untill ‘seven destines and ssperats lines of Infantry, cottld be sountegd
&8 they saue marohing steadily Oe  When within about 150 ydg. of oup lineg our
Genaral geve orderz to the EUNSrS 4t our eaupong to fire, thig brought all g

our feete . The men now. standing in line, dirscted a dastructive and well direct.
. 94 shot into the ranks of 4t SNOmy.  For a time this chealkag them, yet, ag
‘oftain 2.8 .their lines vere. broken a new line waould take thelr plass angd thua
they came up, bringing to their SUPPOrt numerous peages of Artilery; on th@y'ﬁﬁman
conatently peoring &unto oup lin@s_&_wellvdirected shot from mpgkatg and‘cannom_'
With such edds agalnat vus we gave way retreating to thae opposiitie Side of Stgnerlvar.
A% this point, we g0t help from drtillery, and lafantry, and poy come our time
for revenge. e ﬂ@ﬁ‘dir@;ting upon them, the mogth qestrueﬁlve deadly ixra“thﬁt
my ayes gver b@h@ld@jﬂﬁundreds wereffalling avary mlnute. Now they, in soninagion
broka and fled, faaving us in possession of'. the field, the doad and woundgda ‘
Comrads Hony a Lrave aud pood soldier: of bopth- the Blew, wod Gray, on‘iﬁig alta v
noon fived, hig lauus EUfe  lenr the.cloae of todays Pighting wos wounded sng

& the fronts.wﬁhiswwaﬁﬂth@ lest hara Fighting Quring the

Cwibhdvow as Bight Prowm
battle of Stoaneyivey,
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Janme. 4th 1883° with many others I started to Nashvill arriving their the follow-
ing moraing oalled and obtained lodgeing st No 65 Cherry 5t. S
l2th of Jan 1 applied forand obteined leave of abseuss for 60 deyesgs. On the
1&th Started home aboard the transport Boat Hastings When cur Bost arrived at
Evansviile 1 in vomp. with Lieut. Foster and others took the train for Indpls.
arriving there the 18th about midnight we wers mab by W & Semuel Johnson and
conveyed home in a Sley S S :
I remeined at home untill some time in March., And now again I part with

home, gnd frisnds, o Join my comrads in the field then nesar Murfreesboro Tenn.
_ sbout Juns 28th All the forces leave Murfressboro and agin are in persuit
of Bremton Hrapge end his army, we move on three different Roads, and on the

followlang duy, ocur: advanos atbackes Bragg forces and complestly suprisss and routs
them. Bragg suifers by dossrtion every daye His men soming in by 10, 50, &
by 10035 . The part of the Army that the 79tk was with, left Kutherford County Tenn.
traveling throuph Caniien, and ingo Warrem, to the County ceabt of Mo MeMimimvill,
erriving there on the 106th of July 1863. remained uatill the 16th of Aupgusta
Wo agaln broke camp, leaving Worren $o. pass through Vewburen, (and at the sane
time oross the Cuoberland Mountwing end for a short time camp near Pikenvill,
"County ceat of Bledso Co. o : ‘ S . ’
On vhe first of Sept, we leave Bleadso Co. and trevel through Marion, out
of Merion Co Tenn, we c¢ross through the corner of Jackson Cos Alla. into Georgla,
Dade County, through Dade Co. into Tenn egain.  Hamilbton Co. then to Chatanooga,
from which place we again drove the Rebol Army of Brexion Bragg and took posses-
sion on the 9th of Septembor 1883 General Rosencrans persved after Braggs
Army, vntlilil Brage met and Formsd g Junction with Longstreet. Then followad
the battle of Chickamsugs, fought on the 19th & 20th of Sept, at whlteh tinme
Hosencrens withdrew his Army from the fleld, and fell bac to Chattanooge, where
from the advanteges of position, he would be able %o hold his position, for he.
had learned, that Longstreat hed thres Dive. Then ths Georgie Malitia all some
bined was to grest an cdds to coptend with longsr: hence his retreat to Chattane
coge, where with tho help of natural fortifycaticus, wo could hold, and did hold
them in sheek, for over two months, untill Gewu. Hoocker, and Gen.- Grants forces,
came to. our relielf.’ Then began the fight in front of Chettarioogas - known as
CMisgsion Ridge besan on the 25rd & ended om the 26th of Nove 1863. I wasg pot in
- the Battle of Chickemeuga, therefore cannot glve a detsiled account of it,
Offficers & men wpies that the two dayes fighting, was as desperate as any proe-
vious wotion that they were ever in T - . o .
. At Chattanoups, we beguan to fortify on the 21st in order to hold the place,
that Bragz had been driven from.only e few dayes bafore However; all fighting
did not ceacs ror weeks . Picket fighting continued for some time. All this died
away untill et times you would have supposed from thelr familiorarities, that
the two Armies were puriectly friendly; save an occaasionaly shot from the Artilery,
Things were along thus for some . time,  Yebt our condition was snything but pleasint.,
We were living on half rations of coffes, hard tack, & Bacon. Our Horses, & Hulss,
were Starving every day, by hundreds, and ocur condition could not be bettersd
untill the enemy wsrs driven ewsy. Below Chattanooge, the rebels held the Rail-.
road, and River, in'th@ir_possision”thereby, preventing supplies from soming to
- uss Huoh was the conditiocn of the Army , of the Cumberland, st the time Gon
- Hoocksr and General Grent, ceme to our help. Now began the battls of Mission - .
Ridge = o R e NOTE. :
_ Hovember 23rd - About 1 oolosk preperations wers now compsted Emust heve meant- -
Moompleted” - Floias Castetier) for driving the enemy from our front, that had Leen
for the last two monthsy=&aﬁoying,'and'thrﬁatnimg us with starvation. The Iines
were {ormed, to the freat of cur entrenchments, and we Start with atedy step,
- and & dotermined resslution to drive the enemy from our fronb. In doing this we
gained possigions of soms very edvantagious positions of ground, from ong of
those positioms our Artillery commanded the entire ve.ley betwesn our lines and
Hission Ridge. - During that,night.thairAArtiltiry, that hed been staticned in the
veley, wes moved beok Lo the Ridgs, also their Infantry, was withdrown to the
?oof of the Ridgo, into thelr antrenchments, leaving a string line of skorul gshers
An thelr Pront, porbaps thinking, we wou rang s ory + oy oy
ing, if so thm} i 1 5i3awo?i%§g:,ggrugglgnée%%gigﬁgdegﬁébﬁmg% Sgatﬁgi%gﬁﬁn%oﬁorn-

the praﬁwmﬁe -
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The pext Dlow was Prom gon. Hooker, on the 84th  his forces sbarted on our
extresm right to gain pogsesslon of Lookout Mountain, which they did, in
splendid crdere . Shurely .nothing; ever equeled this duys work, this Mountain
Tight, during the war - L - oo n :

Bow 1 wigh that I oould psint, or describe, that dayes work , pufficiently
plain, for you citizens to form something of its correctness, but I canuob
you may think you see it, bhut no you do not , do not as those saw it, whoo
had been shub up-in Chattenogs, for two month or more, oF hali Fations, crowded
together, emong the dead, and dying horess, and mules. : :

Lookout mountaln, is one of thoss ruff, ruggad uneaven Mountalna, ity
height, I em unuble to give, though it is wery high, its sides, look as if the
top had wt sone tioe tumbsled off, and lodged om the woy down, in many places,
are large rook, larger than eny bullding you ever saw, snd partly buried in the
earth, then thers are all slzos down be the smallest of stone, sll together, it
is very ruff, and havd Lo wlimbO0ver, and up such places Hoockers men had to
olime, and fight, thelr progress were dlsputed inch by inch, yeb on snd up they
move, charge after charge is mede, and ellwayes suckfull, untill lost from
sight, have now ascendid into the clouds, Still they fight goes on and up. The
roar of Artillery comesy thundering down the Mountmin side-os the peeces are disg-
chargad, reloded and digcherged again, & egain, trying to beat back those brave -
man, whoo had pldged their honor, and lives to defend the Americen fleg, &

govorment aganst oll ensmies; this oath they were now making geod for thay continue

to fight, on end up. -Now, somd Gan B8 see emerging mbove the clouds, now othsrs,
and yat others, conbinue their onward and upwerd march, untill the principal
fighting is now above the olouds, and untill night hids them from view. 8till
the Cight goes on, one ocontinuons blaze .of fire can bs seen from their guns.

I xow leave them wt 11 oclock P.M. the fighting hes principaly died away, only
23 occasional shob from the plckets | o ' _ _ - e
o Hovemoer 2bth o thle worning ell is quiet, as though the enemy had fled.
Hoocker is in possassion of Looakoub Mountein, and edvancing by the right flank;
aloilng v0 got in the vréar ol the enemy, whoo now sppear to be concentrating his

Strength on Miassioon Ridge, and moving to our left, for danger is threatuing
from bt guartor by Gen. Shermans forees, whoo has erossed the Tenn. River
with hig Army o As soon as it wes light enough +to soe thig morning, thousands of
the evemy could be seen passing Lo our left nlong the top of the ridgu. Soon
Lthe fight pezins by Sherman, spposed by Breggs foroes, thoy sppsared to think
Thet they could drive kim baol andicompoll him to recross the river, But ao, the
Missios unds (as the bous oalled themselvs) was not Lo be driven,
mbad Generel had led them to vigtory to oftein for that,
vo more than @ wmteh for those Whoo oppossd Thems" Much the hardest
Pighting thet was doue at eny time, was done by Shermans wen. It must not be
suposed that all the fighting done on Lookout Mountain, was dong by Hoooker,
for o portion of the Aray of the cwmberlain, was with aim, snd a poertion now
agsisting Shermen, in one of the most hobt and bloodey engaguements, lasting from
sarly morn, unblll efter noom, the result of which could be seen by all whoo
visited thet part of the butdle fiold. : . T : :
The graves were very numerous. - Could goarcely be sounted. o o

Ck was on the ground some four or five days after the fight, and although'

- some what ecoustomed to looking on this manoy of dsstroging man and beash, bthia

S WES U@

battle ground, presented Lo wme the most destristlive, and heart sickning that
i bad ever locked uponm. In places ss I was wallking over the field, alons, no
ong to draw amy ealiention awey, or disturb my thoughts, I would have to look for
som bave place to sob my feod to avoid tresding on fragments of nen. _

Csueh fighting ss thia {ield indiosted, had been foupht with & bravery
worthy of men in & bettor couses I found some men whoo had orolled awwy, and
hid thenszelve, elter being wounded, there to dyed; those men wore yet ugberied

and perbiops remain o o this dey.

Buch work as this was the order of the dey on our left, ut the bime orders

¥ For cur comesndar, Lo hold his men rendy to move st any nomens, sud at .

s should be glven, by firing the samnon of cur senber puttory,

el sdvence and drive the ememy from their entvenchments, teke
L Boor the @ﬁﬁira line were in mobion. '
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S B0 up the ridgs

Bub ne soonsr dld we Logdn to weve, thap the anwiy ol the top of Lhe ridge,
opened on us with munerous peedes of Artilery, but our lines were not checked
or broken, on we went through thae brusk, over logs, through briers, snd thorns,

and nOW as we gove oul of the thivket, we wore orderud forward on double guici,
We could now plainly see ths Haelel enbronchments, at the foot of the ridge, and
the glistenings heyounets, of the snemy, as they lay benind their works, awalting
our epproach, on we go, bheir gunag, leveled, mnd discharged, doipg but little
dampge, and withoub weding to fire s second time, they turn end aim to get to
The top of the ridge wuny of them were shot down in the atbenpb. We were not
lomg resching the works, they hed just left, when to ocur surprise, hundreds of
goldlers wan lying £lat in the diteh, thoy had trown aside their Guus,  they
spreng to thele fast, shouting Lo our boys to come on, they threw up their hatn,
wlth joy saying, thiy hed long been wating for an oppertunity to get into our
linea, that they were good union men, aud allwayes had baen R
We hed now ercssod thelr entrenchments, and ave cherging, Shouting as we

411 their dtrength ie now thrown agelnst ug, yob we go on,
-and .up, their ¢ care all dirgeted ot our advance,  londed, snd double charged,
fired in gquick gucesssion, into our ranks, still wo go on, untill neer the tép
of their lipe of work, when we were checked for a ghort tims, they were ucw
sending thousands of flying wigsels of - death into our lines ever minute, they
had prepared shells along their works, and now throw them over their work by
nanid, busting, wnd seatbering their migged fraguonts, in avery direction.

‘ CWe all now appeared Lo be struck with one auden impulse, snd as with one
mine wo spring over their works, uging the Beyonet, and the buts of the musgket,
on all whoo shoved £ipght or aimed to g£et away. ‘ L

0 And bleas endid our work on Misslon ridge, The enemy that was not dieabeled,
or eaptured, 2ow wers on the retreat, going in the direction of Deulton Georgia,
leaving thelvr desd and dying, in our care. Also a large part of their Artilery
end thousends of swall trms, On their retreat they burned thelr waghn train,
suplies, and ever thing thet would hender persuit, or he of interest to our
AXimy. S ' ‘ ’ v
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ward exchanged. His next battle was at Mission Ridgs. He next was placed in

inis LllglEpay wsg copied Uros toe Lol M1oet Lt AL BLIGHAT LI CAL RECCHD) . Tha @
[rontplecse stateas "4 Fortrait ond Blopre: niceT T =oerdof sLlLak, TLIWITE aAd gand -

. N A . - s . e T ey ""’L;!-\_,, "
RICKS Counties, Ind., c.ntsining viograpnicsl shetshes of MANy Preminsnt end Kepre- .

sentative Citizens, tozethar with biograpnies and portreits of all the Prasidsnts
- . - I i P e e T3k
’ e United Stetes, end blcgraphies of thae gevernors of Irdiana.
of the U ST IALY Jawds R OCiRrShsE )

Cept. James P. Catierson, a prominent furrer of Brown township, Hendricks
€ounty, Ind., is of Irish d=scent. His prandfather, Jamas Catterson, smigrated o
from Ireland about 1774 and loested in Virginie, and latsr in Pennsylvania, His .
erandfetherts wife is suppoeed tu heve been a sister of Fatrick Henry. They were.
marrisd and feour cnildren ware born to them in Ireland. After some years tha - SN
enildren want to hentuciy, whers they merrisd. .larmss Catisrson, son of abovs, and e
father of cur subjsct, was born in Ireland, in Donegal courty., He married Sarsh. "
Ayent, of Kentucky, deughter of Jaocb snd Sarah dyent, the formar of whom was a
slave-omnsr and plenter and wno bacame the father of ths following children:

Cyrus ({ deceased), Zer=lda, Emarine, Jamss P., Sarah (d=ceasged), George,
Elizabeth, Mary, Robert, Kargaret (dec=asad). ‘ PR

Robsrt Catterson wae a soldier in the lats Civil war in company A, Fourtesnth
regiment, Indians infantry. ie was wound~d in the battle of Antietam and socn as
he recovered he wss promoted to ths rank of Lieutensnt colopsl of the Ninety-
seventh Indiane voluntesrs. He led the charge at Jackson, VWies., and was prometed
to brigedier gensral «nd honorebly discharged with the rank of brevet major general,

The father and mothsr of subject war= married in Qwen county, Ky., lived thers some
ten years, and then smigrated to ¥arion county, Ind., in the fall of 1832, where . .
they owned 160 acres of land, clsared it up and meds a nicas home, all by hard work, -
The father was a Jacksor demccrst in politics, but aftsrward, when Jackson vetosd -
the bank law, he votsd with the old-line whig party. He was a deacon of ths-
¥lssionary Baptist church many years and a charter membsr of Lick Creek church,

aud aided in building the old hewsd log structure. He lived to ses much improve-
rent msde in the county, and died April 5, 1841, the wife dying January, 1873.

Jemes P. Catterson, our subject, was born in Owsan county, Ky., March 20, 1827,
and was four years old when his father emigrated to Marion county, Ind. He hasg
seen the county develop to its nresent high state of cultivation from its primitive
state. He mttended ths old log- school-house of the plcnesr fathars, and later -
attended the old academy at Lebanon, Ind., and secured a license to tsach. He en= :
listed in May, 1247, for the Nexican war, in company D, Fourth Indiana infantry;
went down the Mississippi river to New Orleans, thencs on a sailing vessel to the
Rio Grande; then to Vers Cruz; then marched several hundred miles and participated
in the battle of‘%ulam&ntola, on Cctober 9, 1847; next was at the Fuebleo fight, on
the 12th of October, in which they withstood all of Santa Anna's troops. On the
18th of Cctober he fought at Acl=so, and on the 22nd st Clasdelisr. Our subject
had traveled seversl hundrsd milss, hag sean much active service, and was honor-
ably discharged, July 16, 1848. He married Emarins McKee, daughter of Williem
end Jane NcEee, sarly settlers of Trimble county, Ky., but who came to Marion count
Ind., in 1848, oQur subject's children are namegd Buena Z., Hulda, Alva R. (deceoased
Minnie R, (deceased), Elzena F., James 8., Lou Etta, Cors X,, Sallie N., Emma F., . .~
deceesed), Elizebeth . (decessed), India: McKes, James, Lou Ette and Emma F.W = 0 .
attended Danville Normal college, and have all taught some years., Our subject has
served two terms as township trustee. He is a stanoh republican, with strong pro- .
hibitlon proclivitiss., He and wife are devout Methodists, and his family aid the .
church finanecially very largely. He owns 100 acres of fine farm land -- as good
8s any in the townghip -- and hasg a good house end two barns. Mr. Catterson en-
listed, Juns 7, 1862, in company F, Seventy-ninth regiment Indiara volunteer infan- o
try, and was in the campaigns of Kentucky, Tennesses and Alebama, taking part in the
battles of Crab Apple Orchard, Perryville, Murfrsesboro (in which he was badly. O
wounded in the right foot); he was captured at Harpsr's Shoals, paroled, and after- -

el

charge of batteries Sigth Ohio, Twenty-sixth Fennsylvania, Capt. Bridges' battery EI
of Chicato, and First Missouri artellery from St. Louis, located at Chatencoga., Im ., - "}
forming the company cur subject was slected sscond lieutenant, and was sfterward o
promoted to the first and later to captein. He was the first new captain appointed
in his regiment. He was honorably discharged May 4, 1864, He is a member of the
G. A. R. post 241, Brownsburg, and a membar of the F. & A. ¥M. He iz one of the
progressive and entsrprising citizen of Hendricks county,

(This book published in Chicego: A. W. Bowen & Co. 1895)
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THE FIGHT AT CHAPLAIN HILLS.

%

By Captaln James P. Catterson.

The fight at Chaplain Hills -- the hercism ard borrors of a battlefield at
oxf near Perrysville, Kentucky, K Oct. 8, 1862:

I propose to relate, partly as an eye wltness, the Incidents of
this dark and blocdy ground, which, I am cconfident, will surpass both in
heroism end horror those of the old "Indian days" of Herrod and Boone, or
of any other stricken field, at this, our battle of "Chaplain Hills," fought
on October 8, 1862,

General Buell having completed his preperations of the Federal
army, had been pressing General Bragg of the Rebel army, invading Kentucky,
from within ten miles of Louisville, by the different roads leading toward
Frankfort, Taylorsville, Bardstown and Shepherdsviile, gince the filrst of
October, driving in the rear of his army and cannonading on esch of the
roads, wlth more or less skirmishing eech day ams we marched forward for 7O
miles.

Bragg moved his main army from Bardstown to Springfield, and as
Buell's troops converged near that place on the 6th, Bragg made a.stand to

check us east of the town. BHeavy cannoneding and shelling took place and

the frults were several slsughtered men asnd horses, some prisocners end =
devestated country -- barns, and bouses, haystacks and fences belng wiped
away by the fire enkindled by bursting shells. Bragg was compelled to
fall back.

Again that day he mede & stand on the eastern bank of Pleasant
Fun. Another engegement took place, Bragg being compelled to recede, leav-
ing the same desolating marks -~ the face of the dried-up country being
sgeln swept far and wlde ess Dby the bosom of destiuction. He tried to burn
the bridge after passing, but was pressed too hard to effect it.

- On the morning of the Tth, Bragg's rear made a stend and prepared
for battle, at an almost impracticable hill for our cavalry and Infentry,
eest of Lick Run. A few field pieces of ours proved the position to be un=-
tensble, and Bregg drew off his pieces and men. On the afternoon of the Tth

he made spother stand, with his rear on the crescent-shaped hills of Chaplain's‘

branch of Salt River, and planted his artillery, shelling us. Our battery

“dipmounted one of his pleces and we forced them over the hill. He and his

troops gave it up (I presume in & misteke}, snd a great misteke 1t proved to
be Tor them, ms it was the central stronghold and the very key of the whole
position, proven by the obstinacy with which it wes fought for the whole of
the next dsy. : '

Our army had been marching since Oct. 1at, through & country that
afforded but 1ittle water for man or beast, and. that of a very impure qual-
ity. There having been no rain for many weeks (I may say months ), rivers
and creeks were dried up. I saw not one drop of running water on the road
from Iouisville to the battlefield, 70 miles. In the lowest pleces of the
beds of streams were larger or smaller pools of iumpure water, tasting and
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smelling of the codor of the cmttle of the country, and our horzea and miles
that had been ridden in to drink the filthy compound were frantic to get
that as they would in the desert of Arabia.

Where the shallow pools vere rocky the soldlers were fain to fill
their canteens far in the night after the cavalry horses had done stirring
it up. Where there was gravel bottom they made s natural filier by scrap-
Ing holes with thelr hands near the edge of the water snd you could see a
long dark line walting patiently through the long hours of the night for 1%
to trickle in, and fllling their canteens, carry them two and three miles
to camp, The Rebel army had drained all the wells on thelr march and we
could only get the slow trickling ss we marched slong, crowds of our men
were wvaelting sround them all the day and night.

It will be understood that on thls march of two greet srmles over
the same road, the horrors of thirst were sggravated by the condition of 1t.
Each colum of itroops could be traced many miles away by the clouds of dust
rising at least half & mile high in the air from thelr march. The dust was
instep deep to the infantry. Our front moved in the day and encamped as far
as the eye could see the filre on the hill sides at night; the rear moved at
night to encamp in the day. Men and horses were choked and strangled, snd
dust, dust, dust, and no relief of rain or water to check the suffering. /It
is over now, but I have a recollection of 1t that will last me to my grave.
The enemy knew they had us in the "dry valley" and were determined to keep
us there at any expense of blood and men., They beoasted at Harrodsburg on the
8th and on the day of the fight that water was fifteen miles in our rear and
thet thirst would be our destruction; that they had the springs in front and
would hold them. They proved to be not pertinacicus enough to mske good thelr
boest, or thirst would have been our destruction.

‘ At 2 o'clock a. m, on the 8th, the Rebel army forced back on our
cavalry pickets on the centrel crescent-shaped hill. Our cavelry sending for
re-inforcements, two regiments of infantry and s battery of artillery were
sent to make the position good durlng the night. Rifle firing continued um-
t1l day dawned, when "flashed forth the red artillery" on the enemy advancing
to retake the position he should have kept the evending before. Battery was
opposed to battery ms they threw themselves back on the romds from Perryville
to flank us toward lebencon on our right and toward Rloomfield on cur left,
and crush out our advance before our center or rear could come up, until the
line of battle was extended one mile on our right snd four miles on our left,
in shape like a gigentic reaping hook.

A)

Their artillery was of the best construction and was bandled in
the most edmirable manner, as witnessed the murderous precision of thelr
fire; smoothbore and rifled guns and the unerring and far-shooting "Parrott”
of mll calibers, from six to twenty-four-pounders, raining on our heads and
around us storms of shot and shell, shrapnel, grape-snd-canisiter, and every
concelvable proJectile Invented by man to slay his fellow man.

The earth was literslly covered with iron and lead for miles and
miles that was thundered forth by both srmies from before dawn untlil the
second hour of the moonlight. And horror of horrors!  Men who had nursed at
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the same breast, took dendly oim at ench other in this state of Kentucky in
this clvil war. And, comrades and citluens, would you think 1t strange 1f
God's peculiar curses should be raincd down on those who iraugurated thls
fratrictdsl strife for nothing but lust of polltical power Or an abstract
iden? ' .

We held our ground flrmiy ell day and night'bn our center. On
our right our tide of battle prevailed, and the enemy was swept back past

"Perryville, and there we captured a large number of prisoners and ammunition

wagons. On our left were his most determined attacks in the endeavor to
force us south, cut off our supply traina from Loulsville and force us into
a country more desolate than the one we held, His attacks there were fear-
ful. His skirmishing infantry took every advantage of tree and stump, stone
wall and fence, as he came on. He was repulsed and driven back, but came up
agein and agsin to the charge in the most gallant and determined manner, and
at last, at a fearful cost of 1life to himself, his army was so badly cut up
that he wes compelled to retreat before the dawn of the Gth,

A great part of the men who fought in this battle were those of
ghiloh who were used to scenes of blood end unwilling to retreat on elther
side, which accounts for this.dreadful struggle.

The bravery and the herolsm were unparslleled. Of scores of in-
atances I will give a few, ms related to me by those who were eye-wlinesses.
One Tilinois regiment of Federal trocps stood on the crest of a hill until
a]1l the fleld officers had fallen, and there was no cne to command, thelr
smmunition was all expended, and that they died like Romans at theiyx post,
1s proven by the fact that the next morning after sunrise he counted forty-
four of them lylng shot dead In the forehead or through the heart, in the
exact straight line of battle, with their arms at thelr sides. There were
seventy-five more guns lylng in the same straight line, proving that numbexr
hed been too severely wounded to cerry thelr arms to the rear when ordered
back. There were fifty more lylng dend in the same field with thelr arms
beside them, shot before they gained the cover of the next hill and the
enemy checked by the reserve reglments.

' One reglment from Michigan stood 1n 1ine aweiting the storm of
battle. At the first close volley their standard was shot away and the
flag torn to shreds. The soldlers beside the standard-bearer caught and
fiung it up in the air, until there was quite s number shet on the spot.
When the broken remmant of the regiment fell back, they carried the tattered
fragments of the old symbol as carefully as a mother bears ber child. In
front of the destroyed ITlinocls regiment was a worm fence from which the
Rebel soldiers took such deadly alm, that in nearly every fence corner lay
a dead or wounded soldier, The fence was fired by the bursting shells and
in the morning a fearful sight met our eyes. In the ashes of the ferce lay
a scorched and blackened msss of humanity, roasted men, snd to all mppear-
ances, from the struggle, many of them only wounded when the fire caught
them,

The death of our men, in the scorching sun and the chilliness of
the long cold October nights, was merciful compared with the torture those

_—
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men met in Lhe slow but sure approach of ihe flames creeping slong the fence
to tke spobl where they lay writhing.

A flock of sheep was in the field, the dead ones were scattered
about and the wounded ones crept Into the same fence corners with the men,
and man and beast were ronsted.and charred together. The terrible inhuman-
ity of the commanders of the Confederate forces is proven by the fact that
they allowed our deed snd wounded to be stripped of all their coats, hats
and slices, and some.of lhem of panls, and in the morning they raised thelr
" heads, with ghastly chattering Jaws, unabdle to speak, and fell back sense-
less. There were many wounded men who were stripped and who had the life
frozen out of them on that bleak hillside when it required a blanket to
keep & sound, well-clothed men comfortsble. The enemy carried meny of their
dend and wounded into Perryville and viecinlty, and every farmhouse, shed and
stable, garden and orchard were sirewn with them.

As wsuel, the heavy cannonading brought on a raln. The evening of
the Gth was cold snd chilly, plercing to the very bone. I went to one of
their hospltals at night (where mules had been corraled)} and there found
crushed and wounded Tennesseeans, Kentuckians and Georgians strewn around
on the cold wet straw end earth by the hundreds, with a poor tattered blan=
ket for covering to keep off the peltings of the pitiless storm through
that bitter night. I asked them if they were provided with ratlons; they
enswered "No." I then went to guard heasdquarters and related their desti-
tute conditlon to the guards who, without any contention, gave up their
rations to be distributed among thelr fellows. On the morning of the 10th,
I saw two rows of corpses mwaiting the soldiers' hasty burlal, and T was

confident from the locks of the survivors that the necessity of attention
and the cold night elr hed slain as many as our bullets had.

The miserably weak hospitsl force left to cope with the swiul
work before them wes totally unable to attend to the wants at any of the
hospitals, but death was fast making thelr work less. '

On the moming of the 10th 1t was estimated that two thousand
Rebel soldiers were lying on the right, center and left, in an extent of
six mlles of the line of battle, their comrades end ¢ommanders marchlog
off, leaving them unburied ~-- never even sending ir a flag of truce asking
us to glve them sepulture.

They were left upon the battlefield, mangled and torn, festering
and putrefylng, end the hogs devouring them. The citizens of Perryvilie
then begen to bury ‘them to prevent & pestllence but many -of them, perhaps,
were never found, where they haa crawled to dle between the logs and in
ravines and ledges of rocks, that will perhaps never be found until the
last trump shall sound, when, if thelr consclence does not smite them, those
gaunt skeletons will rise up in Judgment before those unchristian and in-
humsn men -- the chiefs end leaders of this bloody rebellicn -- who turned
their backs on their suffering end unburied men and held high church at
Harrodsburg next day, where, wilth backs well clothed and stomachs well
filled, were congregated Bragg end 8mith, Herdee and Cheatem, Buckmer,
Marshall and Morgan, end last but not least of this list of nmmes, Ieonides



Polk, late Blshop, not even asking for thelr dead "g little earth for
charity."” ‘

We leorn that the rlghteous Iord is long suffering, but for all
these things, these men will be called to Jjudgment for lepding these mis-
guided men to whiten this land with thelr bones. Truly this land is made
6 darker snd bloodier land than the Indian made it in days of yore.

Were these poor men dogs even, they should have been better cared
for by their leaders and. not have been left to the mercy of the elements.
If this is the Southermn chivalric ldea of treatlng your fellowman who has
served you faithfully to the death, God save me from chivelric honors. I
fear they would press me to perdition. That thelr common scldlers are brave
and true our own wounded snd dead too plainly attest in characters of blood.

Ome of our battery officers seid to me that they swept up (while
thelr leeders kept at a safe distance) again and ggain to our batteries and
vere disseminated and driven back repeatedly ere they silenced two of our
guns on the left. :

OCur ertillerists, when-close pressed, filled the cannen with In-
fantry cartridges by the shovel full and swept scores of them to destruc-
tion st each volley, and a1l in front they lay geattered aroundillike leaves
swept from the jtrees. i

. |

O0f those engaged in said battle some fourteen or fifteen thoug and
were either ¥illed or died in over-crowded hospitals, many of them yet to
dle of thelr wounds, or travel to thelr graves through long weary yerIs of
pain from wounds never to heal, or with smputated 1imba, end some of them
begging their bresd from door to door. .
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JAMES PATRICK CATTERSON

The following names are grandchildren of

James Patrick Catterson who are residents

of Hendricks County as of July, 197h4.

Mrs. Ellis (Josephine) Burnell, R.R. 3, Danville
Mr. William Hopkins, Plainfield

¥Mrs. Lester (Frances) English, R.R. 2, Brownsburg

Mrs. Robert (Eloise) Castetter, Plainfield



JAMES PATRICK CATTERSON

Mr. George Gladden Iiberty Township
My, Lindy Gladden Guilford Township
Mr. Morey Gladden Iiberty Township
Mr. Frank Gladden Guiiford Township
Mr. Robert Burnell Middle Township

Miss Rosemary Boughton

Mr. Bill Arbuckle

Mr. Ed. Arbuckle

Mr. David Laycock

Mr. Hobert Laycock

Mrs. James (Nancy) Copeland
Miss Elaine Hopkins

Miss Anna Hopkins

Mrs. Joe (Mildred) Trent
Mrs. Don (Anita) Abplanalp

lincoln Township
Lincoln Township
Lincoln Township
Center Township
Lincoln Towmship
Guilford Township
Guilford Township
Guilford Township
Lincoln Township
Fashington Township

The names listed above are the great grandchildren,
who live in Hendricks County at the present time,
of James Patrick and Ermine (}cKee) Catterson.
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William YMcKee {father of Emerine Turpin Helice Gait

J__Or:ry\_ﬂ?fﬂ”"é‘q‘ ?,79;4

onn was born in Oounhy Bses, Tralend. Ceme Lo USE in 177

L7 vis. § wo. 7 days

Jemes Cstterson Do 10-2B-1793%  d. a~-5-l0ul -~ aged
apsd 69 yrs. 5 mo. 21 days
8

£ Lk
Seroh Wyant be B-1L-1803 4. 1-5-1273 -
Jemes Doibterson & Sarab Wyent warse meriried h-820-1

et e b T e £ AT LT

C}h JDREN OF ﬂjfr" b 5 ’1”{ (\\'Vi\‘T) (o
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Cyrus Wins Pheenan = Dl =l B.rie?

sevolds 570D b, 10-25-002%

b Catizreon b 5016-1825 G, 1-20=1872 - zged LT yrs

J triek Cabtberson Be 3-20=1827  d. 9-85-1909 - sged 82 yrs. &.mo. 5 days
Se tterson b, 6-10-1599 d. 8-20-1529 - aged 2 wo. 10 deys

G i114sm Cstterson  be 1.2-1931 '

Fiivsbath Cattevson b. 2-18«1833

Sobert Frencis Catterson b, 3-22-1835 (S 2hs. Corn L)

Mary Ann Catierson b, 5-3-1837

Vargaret Jane Catherson be 3-17=158

1O A, Tol- %? (mo 8‘ 1;«\11)

Petvick Catterson . Do 3=% L25-1909 - aped 82 yrs. 6 mo. 5 days
e Turpin McKee Ge T 1.15-1913 - sged 79 yos. L mo. 7 days
Tenes Patrick Catterson & Fnerine Turonin {McKse) Cabtterson marrisd on 11-11-1852.
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Buena Zerelda Cetlerson
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m. Franecis fizrion Ball e
. Tha

Alvs Robert Eﬂ? ErEon
vinnie Focenia Catte
Me L,"lmt on ]
Tleena Prepnces Galbierson ba
James Siegel Catterson b
Mo RL a Jone Clark on 2-
Toueita Catterson b-
me PﬁrLln L. “linton on 10 5
Cora May Catierson b gmﬁu,
m. Santford Epﬂas on 10-11-1897
Sui1lie Wyant Calters o 711
m. Grant Arbucx!c on 9-T7-1991
Poma Florence Catterson b B-6-1372 d. 12-17-19346
m. Clzrence Pearl Laycock on 0.27-189
Fliszabeth Jane (Libby)
Catierson b, 8-26-187h d. 2- O - aged 5§ yrs. 5 mo. 20 days
Tpdiana McKee Catterson b. 8-08-1877 d. 11-98- 192h
m. Harry Barding Hoplkins on 1. c“~l 10 ¥ 2
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son) b, 1804 d. 9-20-1867 -« 63 :
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.iﬁ?x@u\m (., adosd Zarzida Calterzon -~ b, 10-25-1823

4, %@s&w\\%vﬁ Ao NaBu g Tmerins Cabterson - be 5-16-1825 4. 1~-20-1872
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(1) GYNFRATICH (2) GENFEATION (3) GENERATION
{1. James Catterson James Catterson 3) Cvrus Wingate Catterson

be Gounits "{r';?é‘#i S ol

e
b. 10-20=1793 in Gy Rersgel, Yulard

b- 1"’18“1822

d. fe N IT N 4, h-F-1841 -age L7 wrs. 3) Zerelda Catterson b, 10-25-1823

me ! ?Mé%%ﬁ'Henrv m. 4-22-182) Sarah Wyant 3) Emerine Catterson b, 5-16-182%
b, | bifes 1775 b, 8-14-1803 d. 1-20-1872
8. Lelocon 1929- 730 4, 1-5-1873 3) James Patrick Catterson

(His wife, Mary, was (age 69 yre.) b, 3-20-1827

surrosed to be a sister (Sarah Wrant was the daughter w, Owen County, Fentucky

of Patriek Henry.)

(It is stzted in the
ticeramhv of J. P. Cat-
terson in the Bocne,

of Jacob and Sarah Wyant)

. James & Sarah Catlterson are

buried in New Bethel Cemetery,
New Palistine, Ind. (near

9-25-1909 (82 vr.b6 mo,5 da.
Brownsburg, Indians

¢. Brownsburg, Greenlawn Cem.,
m. 11-11-1852 to:

Emerine Turnin McKee

d.
¥,

Hendricks, & Clinten Indiananolis, Indiena) b, 7-8-1834
took of biopravhies Wa
that the above James d. 11-15-1913 (79 yr.

w. Brownsburg, Indisna

¢, Greenlawn Cem., Brownsburg
(She wss the daughter of:
William McKee and -

*NOTE: Children of

George & Elizabeth (Catterson)
(Generation 3) who later lived
in Southport, Ind,)%(near

Catterson came to the
U,8, in 1774; however,
we feel this is a tyoe-
gravhical error mossibly,

because other dates in- Indiananpclia, Indizna) b, - -1804

dicate otherwise, We {Their lest nsme - Harness d, - -

feel this date vossibly : Emerine (Turnin) McKee

should be 1794 (7). Edvard Harness b, - - _
George Harness d, 9-20-1867 ((63 yr. )

Charles Harness

Margsret (Harness) Smock
Tenna (Harness) McAlnin
Tucille (Harness) Morgen

¥NOTE: Children of

George William Catterson
(Generation 3), who later
lived at Westfield, Ind.)

Sarah (Sally) Catterson }
b, 6-10-1829 d. 82 0-1829 i
in Frenklin Two., Indizravpolis .
#George William Catterson
b, 1-1-1831
¥Elizabeth "Beeky" Catterson
b. 2-18-1833
d, 7-19-1906 c.CGreenwood,Ind.
m. George Herness 9 =-1860
Robert Francis Catterson

3)

3)

(This information was given
to Eloise {Hookins) Cas-

tetter by her cousin,
Frank Ballard, in Aor.

¥NOTE: FEmerine (McKee)Catterson
algo had 2 sister named Rebecca
atg,) (McEKee) Hull who lived in In-

1969, )

diananolls.

Octavio (oldest son, called Another sister was Jemimme 3)

"Oct" & was a plasterer) Melvina {McKee) who weas g' 3-22-1835
Robert (lived at Westfield, Ind, married to John Lindsey iy
& was in Clvil War}  4n 1850 down in Henry Co., :

(In Civil War, Co. A, 49 Reg.

Willien (v doctor ab Nelles-  Femtuely. Minnesota, gun LO-45 caliber)
Burn (a nlaste;er & gambler) gg i;izaizg g:ﬁgezzzze:;gg-Bq}837
Culver (also a nlasterer) #*NOTE: From a newsparer article -

b. 8-17-I8K0
d., 1-1-1873
Me - =

R
(He wss a chavlein in CiviI War

of his obitusry {(from a collec~
tion of srticles of Lou (Catter-
son) Clinton):
John W. McKee

Marv (warried a ?  Baker)

(He w2s a brother

of Emerine (McKee) Catterson)

b, - -

d., 10-25-1°04

¢. Greenlawn Cemetery, Blburg

me = = '

He was 1living =t Mecca, Park Co.,

at the time of hie death. FHis
vife died 15 vesars before he died.
211 his family were married at
the time of his death excent his
two youngest.

- Eloise (Hovkins) Castetter
312 FEaines Street

(
E i
E Plainfield, Indizna 46168

- Kerdl 27, 1973
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S0 f
enhiy came
g o tnely

ylecse during that wer period. . dnten-
= z consisted
t of the

by postponing the trip from year v ! Y
Hed, and the old gentlemen were nob able to ezecubs their
his year. Tourigibs alweys, when coming to this country

A ving in a2 city, make ab once a suard for churches, hos-
i niieries sand opphan asylums, but thase veberang were
ot £ and more so in the citlied,

They expacted to Tind well

se two old ¥arriors.

£ their dead couwadss, enclosed with reilings and
indiceting the navss of the soldisrs buried there.
generation has entively forgoblen the words of the

soeh Nesrnors “Don't forget the dead ones who, when 2live,

Another German poet ssys: “Imtod werienb, isv

&
This weses that when they arve buvied, friend and

11 of Chepuliepec, where these two 0ld warriors had
meny of their comrades had been killed, their sorroy
only one monwrent was discovered indicating the spot
i T somz Tallen soldiers were 1o be found. From gal~
wille tisve . three roads which come together ab ons 'garrvital
{eity gate), vhere a betile was fought and whepe 800 Americans were
1%1led, wno were burdsd in a greal many graves near the roadways.
1t is woesible that these graves wers not made deep cnough, 28 in
bz seen plainly bonss and skulls of the buried onss,
#r., Cotierson, one of the veblerans, said made a
on on him, and as two cousins of his were buried there,
.ose bones made the old gentlemsn shed memy tesrs, as he,
idered some of these human remnants as belonging o
1etives, and as his dearest coumpanion of his youth was
5

aleo boried eb the same place, this visit to the old batilefield has

e the giayw




woresgion upon The old men, who, before
; T}bmmogﬂaaalxﬁmy}fc?dabmﬁ,Mm
=1

fallen MWLLED“S at this place.

Tan 2 amzt‘xo ,Mrz Ule
: sauliaﬂ whara
"""" ipelit 1%110 iteelf.

o e graves of
T E 50, if they" = 1h353 of a
thovsands of graves from the
at a great expense Lo the French
GO T

-? b [O“‘ [1}.

a qplaq 'd condition apd where regh as wany
gide ide @ if this
(7 : TUAT : ‘ Ganu
I3 2, WA s G PGS aag e OL & 10219

dy hhe avil, as the firet na ~al is an old
and his duty to take the wat hand, and move
nself is a veberen. Toe two vigitors to HMewico,
in ITndisns - }eaw; . RE. Clinmton of

as P. Catbterson of Bro - wa hope will
of the Mexican gcv@“ aving cognizance of

e 93 ing the bones to decent graves, which will be

i good @3;

- that had been printed in
ag in & book of cli pplﬂ

C irnton of Brouwnsburde

so Hazel Arvbuckle of Brouns-
1 have made copiea of ssveral
TS50 "aml 1y history.)

- ¥is. Robert (Elolse) Castetter
312 Reines Streeb
Plainfield, Indiana 16163




LETTER ON THE CIVIL WAR

al= BY CAPTAIN JANES P. CATTEASCKH

Lookinpg baeck over my pest 1ife: to wit - while I wes in the U.S5. survice
es5 a soldier end thinking thst e recapitulstion of the sime would perhaps be

interssting to sowme of you who wers comrads wlth me.

Therefore 1 {montaley) egein travel the roed from Indigznapolias to Chattenoogea.

Very many things of interest will be omited; facts, nsmss, wnd dztes,
paving besn forgotsn.

We were mustersd into the service of the U.5. by Lieut. Hewman , Mustering
Officer for Indpls. District {the first of Sept. 1862)(this lest pait had a
lins crossed through i)

#e left Indpls. esbout the 2nd day of Sept sboerd the Jeffersconvill Cerrs
treveled all night, snd the next morning alter deylipht crossed the Ohio River
over to Loulsville Ky. Went inte cmup six miles scuth of the city.

buring our stey in this (Jefferson) county we moved camp four or five tines
1 heve forgoten datsse. During our stay ip this county Eramton Breggs rebel
ermy invedid Ky. wleo Buels~vasSion) Army came beck from Teon after rssting and
recrulting the hoslth of his wen, storted in persvit of Breggs Army, then in
cemp near Bardstown By. (Welson County) Osoteber lst wes & hurring time for the
7Sth, breparetions for = long mareh were being mede, ell the comrades that ware
not able to stend the trip, was left behind, in Hospitals. The 79th murched out
of Louisville with a light step, kesping time with our Martial Band.

Many - Meny hearts that for{now) PERHAPS HAD not £slt pain or sorrow, now felt
heavy and sad, as the mind {ran backleTHESE)} uy home, the Pact thet we were
Jvst £ paRTED 3 from our hones and its pleasures, not one sould say
L am shures 1o neet you agein, with such feelings the dsy pzssad sloley awsy.

In the eveningy late, we went into camwp, prspared snd ate our {offee and
Crackerss Luring the night and after cur ewmwp firss hsed fone oubt and all wes
sti1l, {same the berking of the nei:hboring dogs the restless neighing of the
wules. ) All perhaps who were not asleep, wors thinking of the uncertzivties of
life; its jois and sorrows, when there csme & sound in the distent wesbt; rumbling
over The hilis plainley telling us & storm is sureley coming. and ere midnight,
has passed, ths rain had compleatly sosksd throupgh all cur clothes. ¥We wers
lying wupon the bvare ground, nothing over us for shelter to keep of the bezting

rein thet wag now upon us. And thus we roved oo for dayss and weeks. #hen
near the line of Jaffercon snd Bullett Countles ky. Col. Shuler of 4th Ind
(v J Cavly. wet the forces of John MNorgan and routed them. From tals

time, untill Bragg wes driven out of Ky. (which was near the last of OQct, 162)
hardly s day passed, without some part of ine army engaguad in fighting. At
Creb Orohard snd at Perryvill:iwas sowe very hard fighting; in which Bragg, and
his sriny, were hadly used up.

Alter routing Bragz, und his followsrs from Bardstouwn, Relsom Co. Ev. we
drove them in the direction of Cumberland Gap, through the counties of Helson,
Wuzehington, imrion, Beule, Lincoln, Ridkcestle, snd Laurel. In this county,
we halted, two or thres deyes and then turned some whet back, passing through
tne Co. of Hockemstlie, Pulaskl, Casey, Russel, Adeir, Barren, Monroe, end Allen,
into Temnn. passing through the Co. of Summer, Wilsorn, and Davidson, to lashville.
arriving there near the lsst of Hov. /32, and went into oemp, & Fewr remnat,
less tren 400 men was all thet were sble for duty.

oon after our arrivel at ¥eshvill, Bragg, and his forces, erected winter
quarters near Hurfressboro, Butherford Co. the result wes comstant fighting on
our front lines, untill the Buttle of Stons tivar.

On the Z6th of Dec. 1862, we were celled inte line snd marched out onto
the Road leading to Murfreesboro. Troops, had been psssing, sver since the day
previous, through the rain, working up the rosds into sllmost an dumpssseble
eondition, we joinad them, without a murmer snd on through mud, and rein, untill
af'ter dark ere w2 went into cewmp. Durlng the after noon we could hesar hiavy crnoons
to our rignt, explsining in unmistakesble words, the object of our march., Yany
a stout heart, on thut dssolatz Filderness looking eesmp ground that night felt
such sorrow as perhaps had never been felt bzfore. Whoo ecun think of sny thing
that 1s esleuleved te romch the minds wnd heerts of men, mors deepley, then the
knowledyge thet they must ip & few hours will be drswn up TnEo Titie oL Battle,
and tnere, 1&ce L0 fmce, with their fellow man; snd they, as well as curselvs,




are prepared with every missel deadly missel of werfure, thst man evar invented,
end there o fight knowing, Thut thoutsnds, of lives must 56 105t in thg —
contzst Tor viectory; Comreds, msny & Grave comred, during those bloody deys of

the fattle of §tongdriver fell o rise no more, not any one present ewnong esrthly
frionds, Lo make his dying moments easy. T

War 1s horrible, in sny form, yet, when striped of evry thing, save that
grinning wonster Desth, then it is tem tiwmes more horrible than cen be conceived
of or dsscribed. .

And long before the fight was over, or victory geined, the lenguage of
znother would sey, Thousands had sarnk on the ground overpowerd The weary to
gsleep and the woundad to die. Thug the ight coutinved from dey, to cay, as
wg adyvanced, fntill within three, or four, miles of lurfreesboro, halting near
Stona}iver where our advance was so shubornly disputed thet our Commsnder,
{Rosencrans; saw that a general engaguement would f'ollow and the lines wore srreng=
ed secordingly.

Dse olst this morning, the fight opsped on our right with trsmendious
canpongding. The Hebel comnsndsr hed umessed his forces, and cume with over-
whiming numbers upon our right our men geve dack and in dolng this they, bLecams
confused, reghs after Regate. Brigade sfter Brigade, rotreauting from the field,
in eonfusion. For some time it looked as if the adveneing Enemy could not be
checkeds However, help was soon brought forwerd consisting of a part of

encleaves Uivie. (ond with it went the 79th Ind.) 'We wont into the fight,
abcut one Qclock P.ie; =t times ellwecet in & hend to hand combat, constant
fighting untill night endsd the struggle, the 79, be it said to thel? prals,
night f'ound us in possession of the disputed ground, the asnemy had besn driv en
from the field, and Baties Brigude h=d advenced ovsr one mile.

Afver night, we were moved becx Lo the lsft, and rested; lying in the mud,
end water, untill worning. Cowrads you remauwber well thet cold and dredful
plght, keny a blanket that compossd ths only bed, was on tHhia mornifis LForen
to the ground, on eathsr side of the Soldisr while %ig slept. Duylight, ceme st
lest; w3 were csllsd inte line, cold and shivoring, we earose from our beds, of
rud and Blenkets; to obey the oull We woeie 5061 Gismissed, wnd ellowed time to
prepure our coffee end creckers. This over, we once worg were cemlied inte line,
end marched to the Tront, crossing Suoeneriver, moves forward z wile, we remeined
on tnils line, that day and night. The fighting, todsy wes nostly dons with
Artilery. ecwuch comszander fealing the strengtn of nis oponunts forces,

Jan 2, “About 8 Dcloek the enemy, opsned on us witn Artilery, the hesvayest
airected at our centasr forses. OQur Divi. mow wovs tc thne Pront and ocupy the
sumnlt of e ridge betwsen Stomsriver and Murfrzesbore snd to the left of Muffrecs-
boro und Nasiville Pike About one Celock, we cculd se ths suemy mgguvering in

cur front, prasparing te gdvance, soon they begon & brisk canomading directed st
our lines. At sboutv 3 Delock, their lines ware formed, on and on they come, line
after line, untill seven destinct and seperate lines of lufantry, codld be counted
&8 they cswe maroning steadily on. When wituin abtout 156 yds. of our lines our
General gave orders to the gunners at our csnnons to fire, this brought 211 to

our {sets The men now standing in line, directed s dsstructive sand well direct-
ed enot intc the ranks of the enemy. For a time this checksd them, yet, as

oftain as their lines were broken & wew line waould teke thsir plece snd thus

they cwme up, bringing to their suprort numercus peaces of Artilery; oun they coms,
constantly pooring &nto our lines s well directed shot from muskets end cwnnon.
With sueh odds ageinst us we puve way retrsating to the opposiis Side of Stunmcriver.
At this point, we got help from Artillery, sund lofantry, snd now cams our time

for revenge. We now dirseting upon them, the most destructive deadly fire that

mwy a8yes evar heneld., Hundreds were fulling svery imiuuts. Now they, in eonfusion
broke wnd fled, lesving us in possessicn of tne field, the dead and wounded.
Comrads HMzny e brave wnd guod Soldier; cf boptn the blew, and Gray, on this after-
noon fired, his lest gun. Ne=r the close of todauys fignting I was wounded and
withdrew at nipght from the front. This was the lest hard fighting during the
batile of Stuneriver.




Jan. 4th 1863 with meny others I started to Kashvill erriving their the follow-
ing morning cazlled end obtsined lodgeing st No 65 Chesrry St.
12th of Jan I applied forand obtsined leave of absenss for 60 deyes. On the
15th Sturted home ebourd the tracsport Bost Hustings Waen our Beat srrived at
Evengville I inm ecomp. with Lieut. Fostar arng cthsrs bteok the train for Indpls,.
erriving there ths 18th about midaight we ware mebt by W & Samuel Johnscn and
eonveysd howe in s Sley

I romained st home untill soms time in Msrch. and now egein I part with
home, snd friends, to joln my comrsds in the fisld bthen near Lurfressboro Tenm.

Abcut Juse 28th ALl the forces leavs Nurfressboro snd egin are in persuit
of Bremton Bregg and his army, we move on thrae diflsrent Fonds, snd on the
Tollowing dey, our sdvence mttackes Bregg Torees end compleatly suprises and routs
them. Bregg suffers by desertion avery dwy. His men coming in by 10, 50, &
by 1U0; The purt of the Army that the 79th wes with, left Hutherford County Tenn,
traveling through Cannon, end into Sarren, o the County ecesut of = MeKiminvill,
arriving there on the 10th of July 1863. remeiped untill the 16th ov sugust,
o agein broks cmmp, lsaving Warren 0. pase through Venburen, (snd at the szme
tima cross thz Curberland Mountaing end for & short time cemp psar Plkesvilig
County ocest of Bledso Co.

On the rirst of Sept, we lesve Bledsc Co. and travel through Ysrion, cub
of Marion Co Teun. we ceross through the cormer of Jackson Co. &lle. into Georgia.
Dade. County, through Dade Co. intc Tenn spnin. Hemilton Co. then to Chateanvegs,
from which place wa sgein drove the Lsbel Army of Brexton Bregy snd took posses-
sion on the Svh of September 1863 Geonerel Hosencrens persved efter Eraggs
Army, untill Bragy met wnd formed & Juncticw with Lcngstrests  Thenm followed
the Luttle of Cileksnsuge, fovght cn the 1%th & 20th of Sept, &t wihlteh tiume
Rosencrans withdrew his Army from the {ield, and fell bae to Chattenooge, whsre
from the wdventsgss of positicn, he would be eble to hold his pesiticon, for e
had leerned, thet Longstreat h:d thrse Divs. Then the Georgia Malitia all com=-
bined was Tooprest an odds to contend with longer; |

i
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hanee his reireat te Chatten-
Coge, where with tae help of netursl fortifycations, we cculd hold, end did hold
thewr in sheck, for over two months, urtill Qen, hoogker, and Gen. Grents forces,
cewms {0 our relief. fThen began the fight in fropt of Chattanocogn; known &s
Misslon Ridge bagun on the 2ird & endsd on the 2¢th of Nov. 1865, I was nct in
the bBettle of Chiekemuuge, therefcre camnods pive o dsteiled aceount of it,
O?ficers & mek sgree that the two dayes Uighting. was as desperats &3 LBy pre-
vious soticn that they ware ever in

A% Chetlsunoogs, we boegan to fortify on the 21st in ordsr to hold tho place,
thet Bragg hud been driven from only a faow dayss bafore liowevar; all fighting
did not cusve lor weeks Ploket fighting continued for some tine. All this died
ewey untill et times you would have suppossd from their femiliorurities, that
the two Amies were purfectly friendly; save en ccenglonely snot from the Artilery,
Things wore slong thus for some time, Yet cur condition was erything but pleusint.
We were living on Lalf reticus of coffes, hurd tsck, & Bacon. OQur Herses, & Yules,
were Starving every day, by hundreds, sud our conditicn could not bs bettered
untill the ensuy were driven eway., below Chutvtanooga, the rebels held the Zail-
road, and River, in their possision thereby, preventing supplies from coming to
Use Huoch wus tne condition of ihe Army, of tha Cunberland, &t the tim= Gan,
Hoocker srd Gunsral Grant, cwme Lo our help. How Legen the battle of Kissicn
Ridgs NeTE
Hovember 28rd about 1 dolouck preperetiocns were now competad émust heve meunt-
“compieted" - Elcise Castetber) for driving the eugmy from our front, that hsd been
for the lsst two months, snnoying, and threstning us with sturvation. The lines
ware formed, to the fronmt of our entrenchments, sud we Start with st=dy step,
end & determimed resaluticn to drive tae ensmy from our front., In doing this we
gelned possisionus of some very sdvantagisus peeltions of greund, from opé of
those positicus our &rtillery commanded the entirs veley bebwsen cur lines and
Elssion ildgs. Duriog that nlpht Thelr Artiltiry, that had been staticned in the
valay, was moved back to the Ridge, algo their Infantry, was withdrawn to the
foot of the Ridge, into their entranchments, lerving & string line of skermishers
in tasir frout, pernaps thinking, we would renew tha eharse ¢n thes following morn-
ing, if so they w=are disapointed, for we had finished our part of the work for

the present.



The next blow wus from Gen. sooker, on the 24th his forces sturizd on ouy
gxiresm right to gain possession of Lockout nountelin, which they did, in
splendid crder. Shursly notning; ever equeled tiis days work, this Mountsin
figh%,quring the war

aow L wisn that I could peint, or describe, that dayes work, sufticiantly
plsin, for you citizons to form svetihing of its corrsciness, but I cunnot
YOU may tnlok you sse it, Lut no you de wub , do not as those suw it, whoo
had beer ehut up in Chattenoge, for twe month or more, ol ha il retitns, crowded
together, wnong the dead, nnd Gying horsas, and wules.

Lookout:ﬁbuutainn is one of those rulf, rugged unesven Mountaine, its
helgnt, 1 am unable to give, though 1t 1s very nigh, its sides, lock ss if the
top hed a% some tine bumteled off, and lodged on the way down, in many pleoas,
ara large rock, lerger then aoy bullding you evsr saw, and partly buried in the
sorth, then there sars a1l sizas down to the smzllest of stone, &ll togsther, it
is very ruff, and hurd to clizbflver, and vp such places oogkers man had to
climég and Pight, theiyp nrogress wafé”disputed inch by inch, yet on and up they
move, cherge after charge ig wade, and allweyes suekfull, untill lost from
slght, have riow ascendid into the elouds, Still the Pight goes on and up. The
rosr of Artillery comas fhundering down the Mountein sids ss the pencas are dig-
ehergad, ralodsd and digcharged sgain, & azzin, trying to beut back thoze Lrave
men, whoo had pldgsd their honor, and livss to defend the Amoricsn flag, &
goverment agenst all enemies; this oath they were now meking goed for they continue
to fight, or end up, Now, sons can BE se2 smarging ebove the clouds, now othsrs,
and yat others, continuwe their omwerd snd upward me reh, untill the prineipel
Lighting is now sbove the clouds, and untill night hids thom from view. 3till
the fight zoes on, one continucus blaze of firo can be saen from thsir guns.

I now Isave them at 11 cclock P.M. the Tighting has principaly died swey, only
&8 occzsional shot from the pickets

Rovemyer 2bth  this moruing ell is quiev, se though the enemy hed fled.
Heoeker is in pPossession of Loockout ¥ountein, and advencing by the rignt flank;
alrding to get in the resr of the enemy, whoo now sppear to be econcentreting his
Strength on ¥ission Ridge, and moving to our left, for danger is threwtning
from thet querter by Gen. Shermans foroes, whoo has crossed the Tenn., River
wich his ATmy 4s soon ee it was iight euough to see this morning, thcusards of
the enemy could ba sasn passing to our left slong the %fop of the ridgs. Ecom
the fight begine by S8herusan, a«pposed by Bragie ferces, they sppeared to tuink
that they could drive Nim bsok s¥d compell hilw to recrcss the river, But no, the
ississippl Blood hounds (us the boue called tnamselvs) was not to be driven,
their brave, aud undeunted Geoersl had led them to victory to oftsin for thut,

they, were more tlan & Tafeh for those whco cpposed them. Much tns nardest
Fighting that was done =t any time, was done by Shermens men. It mwust not be
supogad that wll the fighting done on Lockout Fountain, was dcne by Hoogker,

for s portion of the Army of the sumberlain, was with him, and a portion now
assisting Shermsn, in one of the most hot and blocdey engaguensante, lzsting from
early morn, untill after noonr, the result of which could be zesn by a2ll whoo
visited that part of the batile fisld.

The graves wers very numerous. (ould secarcely be countad.

1 was or the ground some four or five days sfter the fight, and withough
8066 whst sccustomed t¢ locking on this msnor of dsstrowing men snd besst, this
battle ground, presented to me the most destrictive, and hesrt slckpning that
1 had ever locked upon. In placss at I was waiking over the fleld, slona, no
one t6 draw my attention awsy, or disturb my thoughts, 1 would have to look for
gom bare place to set my feet to avoid treading on fragunents of men.

Sueoh fighting me this fisld indicated, hsd been fought with » bravery
worthy of men in s better couse., I found scme men whoo had crolled avay, and
nid theuselvs, after being wounded, there to dyf ; those men were yet unberisd
and perheps remsin so to this day.

Sueh work &8s this was the order of the day on our lsft, at the tine orders
were given {or our commandsr, to hold his men resdy to muve st sny moment, and st
the time k gilznal should be given, by firing the camnon of our conter battery,
the entire line must advanecs and drive the anemy from thelr entrenchments, take
Gosession, snd hold them, Scon the entire ling were in mosion.
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But no sooner did we begin wo move, than the enemy at the top of the ridge,
cpened on us with numsrous pewces of Artilery, but our lines were not chaokad
Gr brokewn, on we went through ths brush, cver logs, through briers, and thorns,
wod £ow ss wo ewne cut of the tnicket, wo wers ordered Forwsrd on douvhla guick,
ve could new plainly suse ths wenal entrenchrments, ot the foot of tha ridpe, and
tne plisteninges Leyonets, of ine stigiy, &5 thay lay benind fheir works, swsiting
CUr Sppronch, on we gu, tnelr guns, lsvelod, end discharged, doing but little
demege, end without vebing to fire a seoond tice, they turn end sim to get to
the Yop of the ridge meny of them were shot dosm in ths nbtempt. We were not
loug resehing the works, they had juet left, when to our surprise, hundreds of
soldlare wes lying (lat in the ditch, they had trown eside their Guns, they
spreng to thelr feet, shouting to our boys to come on, they threw up their hats,
with joy szying, they nng 1ong baea wating for an oppertunity to get into our
FEChS

lipes, thet they wars gecd ualon man, and ellwayes had been

#s had now creossed their entreacaments, and are charging, Shouting as we
£¢ vp oné ridge.  All their Sirength is now thrown sgainst us, yet we EG o5,
snd up, thelr Guns are £11 directsed al our sdvance, losded, and double charged,
fired in quick succession, into our ranks, still we EC on, untill pesr the tép
of their liue of WOrt, when wé wirs checked for n shiort tlme, tasy wars now
sending thovesnds of Tlying misszls of death inte our lires aver minute, the;
had_p;eparwd shells along thoir Works, and now threw them over their work by
hend, busting, and scatltering thelr rugzed fragments, in wvsry direction.

. e all now appsared to be struck witn ona suden impulse, and as with ona
Mine we spring over thair works, using the Beyoret, end the buts of the nusket,
o 1l wuoo showsd [ight or siwed to el mwaya

and thus endid our worlk
or cuplured, now we

on kissicvn ridge. The énemy that was not disabeled,

- ; ere on thy relreat, golung in the direction of pauvlton Gsorgis,
leuving tneir desd snd dylug, in our care. 4lso s lerge part of their Artilery
»  Un tnelr rotrest they burned thair weghn train,
that would hender persuit, or be of interest to our

wnd tneousenas of suell wI'ms
supliss, =nd ever thing
Army,




VET LHAN GUNE

JAMES CATTERBON DITS.

PASSES AWAY AT HIS HOME
FTVE MILES N. E. OF BRUWHS-
BURG, INDTAWA.

AT THE ADVANCED AGE OF 32.

James Patrick Catterson who lives 5 miles Noritheast of Browns-
burpg died at bis home Saturday September 25th 09 after a short illness.
While Hr. Cabtberson has been in rather poor health for several months
past he was uot regarded as being seriovusly ill until quite recently.

He was born in Owen county Kentucky, Harch 20th, 1827 making him at the
time of his death 82 years, 6 months and 5 days of age.

He with bis parents ewigrated to Indianma from Kentucky, when
he was at the age of four years and settled near Indianapolis where he
grew up to manhvod and, for quite a number of years was a member of the
Indianapolis police force. He enlisted as a soldier in the Mexican war
in 1847 and with the exception of one, is the only suviving soldier of
his regiment (being the 5th Tndiana Volunteers.) In 1861 he again en-
listed as a soldier in the Civil War enlisting ip the T79th regiment,
Indiana Velunteers and was mustered out May Lith 186l on account of wounds
received in line of battle. During his service he acted as Captzin of
his company and served with credit to himsell and superior officers.

On Wovember 1lth 1853 he was united in marriage to Imerine Turpin MeKee,
and to this union there were born 1l children, they now are Mrs. Sant -
ford Ennis, Mrs. F. M. Ballard, Mrs. C. P. Laycock, Mrs. Grant Arbuckle,
Wies Lou Catterson, Miss India Catterson and James Catterson, and sur-
vive the father, while Alva F., Francis L. Tllizabeth and Minnie preceed-
ed the father to the grave.

Me was a member of the Methodist Episcepal church, his member -
ship being held at Traders Point, Indianz.

Tn the year 1865 he located on the farm upon which he died,
and the homestead was known for wiles around as the Catterson home and
farm, where there was always an evidence of indusbry. . Funeral services
were conducted at the house Monday at 10 o'clock A. ¢, by Lhe Hev.
McKinzie and J. T. Jones for the church ' znd Brownsburg Lodge 241
F. & A. M. officiated as a lodge in paying tieir last tribube Lo their
brother dead. After the services the remains were brought to Browns-
burg followed by one of the largest funersl processions seen in years,
and all that was mortal of J. P. Catberson was lowered in the grove at
Green Lawn cemetery there to await the day of resurrechicn,

To offer a tribute of appreciation of those who have passed
away, is the voicing of sentiments which might better be expressed while
our friends are with us. Words of kindness aud encourapgement spoken of
our friends while they are on earth ave worth fzr more than all the
eulogies and flowers when they have departed. In that eternal sleep there
is no pain, no visions and dreams - po consciousness. Peacefully they
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rest knowing not of the turmoils of earth or the heartaches of relatives
and friends. No triala, no suffering, no tribulations of wmankind pene-
trates the calm and ncaceful precincts of the towb. Death is not an tn-
welcome vigibor after all. He of whom these lines are written is uncon-
scious of the effort, for he has passed into that dreamless sleep. lle

has withdrawn from the desert of life tc the oasis of death in the quiet
precincts of which no spoken or wrilten word can ever penelrate. In spite
of this, we who remain here when those whom we appreciated, respected and
loved, are gone, camot refrain frowm offering our poor tributes Lo the
memovies of the departed,

We kney James P. Catterson @as a boy knows a man, this acquaini=
ance with him was not of a lifetime but we have the satisfaction of feel-
ing thal we koew him as many did not. In his ambitions we had much in
common. He was a dreamer who saw things which lis beyond most mental
horizons  His mind was a question mark - he was a constant seeker after
kncwledge. He was always delighted with the discovery of some new fact
and he was hanpily free from bigotry, prejudice and superstition. FHis
opinions were honest and they were always carefully weighed. He cared
more to be right than to bs apvlauded, yet he was ambitious. In temper-
ment he was égn optmist, He lived in the sunshine of hopefulness and
shunnad the dark shadows of despair. In spite of his age and infirmaties
he suffered with a resignation and cheerfulness which was magnificent.

Mo racl of physical pain or i1l treztment b his fellow man ever embit-
tered him or cast 2 shadow over his patient optomism. But he bhad his
faults -~ for e was human. They were sov few and trival, however, that
they were seldom seen and never magnified,

Hie heart was big and his hand was charitable. He wag full of
human sympathy; His =zar was never deaf to the appeals of the weak and
poor, but ke done his charities wnnoticed: Hs was courageous, but “ender
hearted. MHe was a wise counseller; a true friend a good husband and father
he was a man. That he was a man., emboidies everything worth while. It is
the best that can be said of anyone. In bhis case it is a deserved tribute -
the last that one cau offer who Teel that James P, Catterson was his friend.

CARDS OF THANKS -

B

Formal words cannot express our (Note: This article appeared en the

appreciation of the many acts of fourth page of "The Browasburg Record?
kindness whown us and words of under the "Cards of Thanks® colum. /EC)

sympatiny sgoken by our friends and
neighbors during the sickness,

death and time of bhurial of our loved
one. We desire to thank you earn-
estly for then.

Mrs. James Catberson and children

(Wote: This article of his obiluary was copied from ¥The Brownsburg Hecord!
under the dateline of': Friday Morning, Qctober 1, 1909. G. A. Johnson
was the publisher. (Johuson was bebter known as "Andy" Juhason, husband of
Noca (Hopkins) Johnson, father of Esther (Jrbnmson) Lange and Beth (Jobnson)
Boyd, former vesidents of Brownsburg.
This paper was purchased from the sale for Miss Hamel Arbuckle on 9-25-72
for the use of all the Cattersom clan. The price of subscription in 1909
was listed as $1.00 for ome year.)

= Mrs. Eloise (Hopkins) Casteister

10 3=78

{Note: WNo corrections were made in the paper’'s punctuation or spelling.)
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TEE CATTERSON HOMESTEAD

REMINISCRNCES ABOUT A CATTERSON NAIL™

During this month of September, 1976, as many of the descendants of
James Patrick and Emerine Turpin (McKee) Catierson gather in our
yearly reunion to honor their memory, I believe you would be inter-
ested in learning meny fascinating facts about the earliest setile~
ment of the land which later the Catterson acreages became a portion
thereof. This is documented through the abstract.

Originally, the land was entered as a land grant on 5-16-1836 by
Thomas Eaglesfield. He entered 328.41 acres that inclunded some of
the 100 acres James Patrick and Emerine (McKese) Catterson later
ownad, In 1852, Mr. and Mre. Eaglesfield sold all their land
(328.41 acres) to the Perm and Indisnapolis Reilroad Compeny for
$3,940.72 (about $12.00 an acre). In 1855, Pern and Indimnapolis
Railrcad Company sold this total acresge to David Mecy for $2,000.00.
Mr. Macy end his wife, in 1859, sold 248.41 amcres to Williem McKee
for $3,726.00 (about $15.00 an acre).

On 7-12-1860, William McKee sold two tracts of 20 acres (making a
total of 40 acres) of his 248.41 acres to his daughter, Sarah (McKee)
Yheatley, for $600.0C. On 8-14.1860, William McKee deeded Emerine
(McKee) Catterson, ancther daughter, &0 acres lying to the easi of
Sarah’s 40 acres. Emerine (McKee) Catterson paid $300.00 in cash
and $600.00 as a gift for and in consideration of the love and good
feelings which he entertained for her. In 1872; James P. Catterson
bought 20 scres on the west side of his and his wife's 80 scres

from Sarak (McKee) Wheatley snd her husband, Silas N. Wheatley, for
$1,225.00.

(This above information was given in the abatract now held by
Frances (Hopkins) English (grandaughter of James P. and Fuerine
(McKee) Catterson) and her husband, Lester Eaglish. )

Sometime about 1865, James Patrick and Emerine (McKee) Catteraon
built a log cabin upon a bit of the 80 acres of ground, The log
cabin was built in the scutheast corner of their mcreage, moving
into it from Old Bethel community leocated in the southeast part of
Indianmpolis, Marion County, Indiaon. (This is now Wanamaker.

Also, James Patrick Catterson®s perents (James and Sarah {Wyant)
Catterson) and some of their relatives are buried in the 0ld Bethel
cemoniiry at Wenamsker.) (Note: Their oldest child, Buens (Catter-
son) Ballard was born there; however, they also lived at an Indiana-
polis address at one time. (James P. Catterson, at one time, wae a
policeman in Indisnapolis.} - EC
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In 1866, their sizth child, Lou Etta (Catterson) Clinton, was their
first child born in thi=s log cabin. Iater, a summer kitchen and a
srall roow were built to the north of the log cabin. Lou (Catterson)
Clinton related years ago how she recalled playing, as a child, in &
passageway between the log cabin and the summer kitchen building.
Pive of their younger children were born during the duration of the
log cabin. This log cabin was torn down sometime between 187h
(Rlizabeth Jane Catterson’s birth year) and 1877 (the birth year of
Indiana (Catterson) Hopkins), as my mother was the only child born

in the new two-story home built by Jemes and Hmerine (HcKee) Catter-
mon upon the mite of where the log cabin had stood. The sumwer kitch-
en and small room remained attached %to the two-story etructure. This
new structure centained four rooms - a sitting rocm and the parlor
downstairs and two bedrooms were upstairs. A firsplace was located
in the sitting room; however, this was clossd up and plastered over
(leaving only the mantel atanding) before 1910, the ysar Harry snd
Indiana (Catteraon) Eopkins, my perents, were married. After their
marrisge, Harry Hopkins built on the coverad backporch, the cellar,
cellar house, attic and eistern. Probably, any of the Catterson
cousing over 20 or 25 years of age would remember these sreasi!

As an added bit of information, may I state that five generations
of our Catterson c¢lan had, at one tine or gnother, made their home
in the Catterson homestead as follows:

James Fatrick and Emerine (McKee) Catterson
Harry H. and India (Catterson) Bopkins
Leater and Frances (Hopkina) English

Joe gnd Mildred (English) Trent

Amy Jo Trant

This two-stroy home remained standing until May or June of 1976.

At -that time, by lester and Frances {(Hopkina) English's requeat, the
Brownsburg Fire Department destroyed this time-honored house by fire
as a learning project for new volunteer firemen.

This large square nail, given to you during this day of our 1976
Catterson reunion, is one of many which Robert and Eloise (Hoplkins)
Castetter picked out of the ashes within the area of where that early
sumser kitchen structure was tuilt by James and Emerine (McKee) Catter-
scn a bit more than a century ago. .

We sincerely hope you will keep and cherish this treasured memento
as mach as Bob and I do.
DON'F YOU JUST WISE TT COULD TAIKI!! WHAT STORIES IT COULD THLL!!!

Eloise (Hopkins) Castetter (Mrs. Robert)
312 Raines Street
Ge25=76 Plainfield, Indiana 46168




