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HOWARD AND SARAH GERTRUDE HURIN COX

Howard Cox {October 13, 1869 - July 15, 1956 ) was the 9th child of Daniel
and Elizabeth Little Cox., He was probably born in Washington Township, Hendricks
County, near Plainfield, IN. He was reared on the Fairview farm in Liberty Town-
ship, Hendricks County about a mile north east of Cartersburg, IN.

He attended school at Cartersburg, about a mile from his home. He has told
of ice skating to school over the fields and fences when the snow was deep and
ice-coated, During his younger years he was m member of the Cartersburg foot
ball team, a picture of which, with names of the team members, appears in the

Cox family genealogy book.

In the years 18 _ to 18 , he attended DePauw University. It was his desgire
to become a dentist. His parents, however, had other ideas, s0 he became a farmer,

During his youth he took up photography, developing his film and printing the
pictures. In 1893, during the World's Fair, he got a job in a restaurant where
the owner told the employees they could not eat the cooked oysters. Consequently,
they probably ate more raw cnes than they would have eaten otherwise, Sometime in
the 1890'g Howard made a trip to California where he visited some Lindley cousins,

After he married (July 18, 1900) Sarsh Gertrude Hurin (Aug. 29, 1869 - Feb. 15
1920), daughter of Enos and Elizabeth Faullmer Hurin, they bought a farm on 10th
Street Road, three miles east and one mile north of Danville, Uenter Township,
Hendricks County, Indiana. They lived here until they died except for probably a
year when they lived at Cartersburg with Howard's mother while their own housge was
being remodeled. According to tax records, this was during the yeasr 1904.

Sarah Gerirude (Gertie) Hurin Cox was borm south of Avon, Indiana on Morris
Street Road, Howard and Gertrude were married at the home of her mother, Elizsbeth
Hurin. Both Daniel Cox and Enos Hurin had died in 1890.

Howard had 8 brothers end 2 pisters, all of whom, with the exception of one
brother, lived to maturity. Gertrude had 3 brothers and 4 sisters. Two brothers
and one sigter died young, _

To Howard and Gertrude were born two children, Gladys Marie and Grace
Elizabeth.

Howard was a member of the Clayton Christian Church, eventually moving his
membership to Danville Christian Church. Gertrude was a member of the Avon
Methodist Episcopal Church, but since Bartlett's Chapel M. E. Church was a mile




and a half from their home, they attended church there.

Howard belonged to the IQOOF Lodge at Plainfield. He was also a member of
the CGrafton Threshing Club, serving as Sec-Treas, most of the time since he was
exceptionally adept at figuring what each member owed or was owed for the work,
teams and wagons, etc. He was also treasurer of the 20th Century Sunday School
Class at the Danville Christian Church many years,

Gertrude was & member of Rebecca Lodge, Avon Girls Reading and Sewing Circle,
and Crafton Home Economics Club.

At the end of the threshing season, it was customary for the Thresing Club
and their families to have an ice cream social at the home of one of the members
at which time the accounts were settled. It was a social occasion, too, and st

one of these, Gertrude won a "hobble skirt" race. No prize was mentioned.

Howard was 5'6" tall with brown hair and weighed about 175 pounds. Ger-
trude was 516! tall with black hair and she weighed about 140 pounds.

In the late teens, Howard bought his first automobile, a Model T Ford. To
have progressed from the horse and buggy or carriege age to an "auto" which even
had a self-starter and shock absorbers extras on 1t proved to be quite a memor-
able event in the lives of the Cox family,

Howard and Gertrude belonged to a neighborhood butchering r»ing. On cold
winter mormings, when a member decided to kill hogs, the neighbors ceme early.
The family was up much earlier to get huge iron kettles of water on and boiling,
ready to scald the hogs as they were killed. Then followed cutting them up into
hams, ghoulders, and all the other cuts. All this was done by the men. The
women came to help in the kitchen with the meals and to season end mix the sau-
sage. The last task was to render the lard and this fell to the men, Since
Howard seemed to havea special expertise in the cooking of the lard, he usaally
had that last job. Sometimes, if things went quite well, the women got the sau-
sage seasoned and mixed and put into gallon stone jars then baked in the oven
ready to store for the year's use.

Both Howard end Gertrude had musical talent. Gertrude played the organ
while Howard played the Jew's Harp. Both were well known for their singing
voices and were often oslled upon to eing at funerals. Howard's father, Daniel
Cox, was a singing teacher, Gertrude and her sister, Tillie Hurin, were in his
¢lasses, At one time he reportedly said Gertrude was the best bass singer in his
¢lass, She sang bass in a quartetie aif one time. Both Howard and Gertrude were
active in all community affairs.




INTERESTING INCIDENTS THAT HAPPENED IN HOWARD & GERTRUDE'S LIVES

One Sunday night, as the family went to church by way of horse and carriage,
they ran over a gkunk, much to the dismay of all concerned,

One day, when sutomobiles were rare, Gertrude, with the girls, was driving
1014 Sol", the buggy horse, on the way to visit her sister, Louisa Kocher. Much
to the horse'a consternation, they met an automobile on the "Alva Smith " hill
and the horse refused to go on. The men got out of the automobile and led the
frightened horse past, & very difficult tesk indeed. The horse remembered the
incident on the way home, too.

Another occasion when the neighbors worked together was during the haying
geason., At these times, they gathered at various homes and the women ceme %o

help coock for the “hay hands".

Christmas trees were not a frequent treat at the Cox home, One that is
remembered was first used at the school and brought home afterwards. Another
time Howard cut one from the Charlie Gorrell place. The girls had longed for
that tree as they passed by end were devastated when they saw it was gone. Of
course they were delighted later when they learned that it was their father
who had cut the tree.

Periodically for several years, Gertrude took Gladys to Dr. Adems in
Indisnapolis. Usually Grace was left at a neighbors, Charlie and Gertie Gorrell,
to play with their grendchildren, Helen, Ruby and Laura Mae Marker, At other
times, Grace went with them on the interurben to Indienapolis. When she did,

Dr. Adams gave her a little bottle of meny colored pills, about the size of a
pin head...probably sugar pills.

Howard, Gertrude and the girls often attended the Cartersburg Old Settlers
Pienic. The Merry-go-round might have been the only ride available to the girls,
but they were never allowed to ride, probably because there was not enough money
for such things.

Another favorite outing, usually en annual one, was the basket dinner at
the Plainfield Friends Yearly Meeting. All the relatives spread their contri-

butions to the dinner on a table cloth on the ground near where the horses were
hitched at the hitching rack. Of course food was teken for the horses, too.

Shortly after Howard bought the Ford, the family went to the State Fair,
This, again, required a picnic dinner. This was spread out near the\parked
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auto, Other outings that required a picnic dinner most years were the Little
Family and the Ross Family reunions.

Another event to be remembered was going to Avon at night to see Mrs.
Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch performed by local talent; and there also was the
Womanless Wedding acted by the men of the Clayton (Indiana) Community.

fihen Howard was about four years old, his sister was being married, but
the family thought he was too young to attend the wedding., He was so upset by
that decision that the family caught him just in time to prevent him from pull-
ing the table cloth off the table which was set ready for the wedding reception.

As men were building & barn at the Daniel Cox farm, they had to carry a
heavy timber to be used next. Before they started, they told Howard to watch
to see that "Coddle", one of the workman was not riding. When they had gone &
ghort distance, Howard yelled, "Coddle's riding! Coddle!s riding!" This proved
almost disastrous for the timber carriers!

When Howard was a youngster, he was out where men were putting up hay and
gomeway his finger was caught in the hay rope., Today that would have caused no
gerious problem, but it wasn't teken care of properly then, so it grew together

in such a way that the finger was bent at a right angle from the first joint.
When the threshers decided to do away with the big threshing dinners, they

each carried their dinner with them., After that Gladys and Grace enjoyed driving
the Model T to the place where the threshers were to teke a hot meal to their
Pather. PFodder shredders, however, continued eating where they were working,

as did the silo fillers.

The one wedding that the Howard Cox family attended together was that of
Gertrude's nephew, Arthur Peul Jorden. He married Hazel Anna Price at the home
of her parents located on the west side of the Hendricks-Marion County road.

Other interesting events which the Cox family took in were the Dog and Pony
Show and the Cirous, held at the Fair Grounds which was then located on the west
edge of Danville in the vicinity of where the high school stands in 1984. Other
outstanding events were the Chatauquae which were week-long yearly progrems held
in a large tent on East Broadway Street in Danville. The tent contained a large
stege and had saw-dust aisles. Progrems were put on by mostly imported talent
and the Oox family enjoyed some of these,
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Howard grew fine corm for seed and displayed at the County Fair., He

usually won blue ribbons, some red, and his corn was for sale,.

In addition to grain crops, Howard raised catile, sheep and hogs. Gertrude
raiged chickens and turkeys. She also made butter which she delivered to fami-
1lies in Danville and sometimes 1o the groceries. When the huckster wagon came
by, she sold butter, eggs and chickens to him. One time, when the huckster came
to the door, Gertrude, thinking it was Gladys and Grace, called out, "Come in

if your nose is clean." Of course she was embarrassed and apologetic!

For a number of years the Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company horse-drawn
wagon stopped at the Cox house. He was called the "Teaman", and from him Gertrude
bought spices, baking powder, tea, coffee, etc., With each purchase, she received
tickets according to the amount of purchase, As they accumulated she exchanged
them for Bavarian China dishes ... plates, cups and saucers end sauce dishes ...
what appeared to be a mahogany rocking chair, another sewing-rocking chair for
Gladys, and & throw 1ug.

7 The Cox family had a wall telephone in the early years, with a crank on the
side. To get‘“Gentral", one rang one long ring. Also, one could ring one or

two longs and one or two shorts to "Ring up" persons on the party line. Listen-
ing in on calls was a common practice. One person on this particular line
listened in more than any one else, but when ghe thought someone was listening in
on her, she was furious and let it be kmowm in no uncertain terms, She used the
line more than anyone else on the line., In fact, she kept others from using
their phones. For Gertrude to call her folk at Avon was a toll ¢all, except at
specified times in the morning and afternoon, providing someone else didn't get
the line firat.

Bartletts Chapel Church held an annual Sunday School picnic at Cartersburg
Springs or at Camp Short, events which the Cox family enjoyed when they could go.

Howerd taught Gladys and Grace to drive the Model T Ford. One was not re-
quired to have a driver's license at that time, The girls felt quite important
when they were allowed to drive the car to take the laundry to Beason's, about
g mile snd a half from their home, or to go pick up the leundry. Neither forgot
whose "turn" it was to drive, as neither forgot whose "turn" it was to eat the

ohicken liver,

Both girls were taught to put in end tend the garden whioch included a large
gtrawberry patch. That patch was large enough to have neighbors come in end
pick on shares. They were early taught to milk cows. Sometimes Howard allowed




them to drive the team of horses to the harrow or roller %o prepare the ground
for plenting. Those were the only pieces of machinery the girls were allowed

to hendle with the team, Sometimes, during harvest time, the girls helped shock
wheat and husk corn.

Some years in the early fall, Howard arose very early, did chores, hitched
the team to the big wegon, with box bed on it,and drove to the coal mines near
Brazil, Indiana, There he loaded the wagon with coal, after which he drove home.
This was a long tiring trip. The nexy day the family helped to transfer the coal
from the wagon into the coasl bins, The family thus were warmed twice by that
coal. It was used in the cook stove as well as in the heating stove. Sometimes
wood was used to supplement the coal

Another morning that required early rising was on days when stock was ready
to take to the stockyards. Someone who hed a stock rack for their big wagon
came and the stock was loaded into the wagon. Then a long drive to the Indiana-
polis stockyards. Howard generally rode along with the person driving end
étayed until the stock sold, then returned home via Interurban. In later years
when trucks came into use for that purpose, he hired the truck driver for the

chore,

When Gladys and Grace came down with the measles, Howard became ill, too.
The consternation at that time was that the family doctor was sure his illness
was smallpox. The County Health Officer was called for consultation., They
finally diagnosed Howard as having measles, too.

Howard had ascquired a Samson tractor. It had iron wheels. One time the
tractor was out of running order, so he hitched the team of horses to it to
pull it. For some reason the horses stopped with a wheel on Howard's foot.
Impossible! But Howard and Grace moved the tractor which two horses found hard

to move. Xuckily no bones were broken. Since Howard immediately put the team
into the barn, went to the house, heated a vinegar and salt solution and soaked
his foot in that several times that day, his foot showed very little bruise

and was not very sore, He did limp a little.




GLADYS MARIE COX SHEPHERD
1304 -~ 1984

Gladys Marie Cox was born April 9, 1904, the first child of Howard and
Sarah Gertrude Hurin Cox. It is thought that Howard and Gertrude were living
with his mother, Elizabeth Little Cox at the time, at Cartersburg, Indiana.

Gladys attended grade gchool at Jordan School about a mile and a half
from the Howard Cox Tenth Street home. Joxrdan School was located about half
a mile west of the Gale Road on the south side of the Rockville Road, now
known as U S Highway %6. She usually walked to school until she was ready
for the eighth grade. At that time, for some reason, & school "hack" took
Gladys and her sister, Grace, to Brown School, which was two miles from
their home.

She attended Danville High School, walking one mile to the interurban
most of the time, but when Floyd and Geraldine Jones were in high school, she

rode into Danville with them in their automobile,

After she graduated from high school, in 1922, she ati{ended Central Normal
College where she acquired a teacher's license. Her first year of teaching was
spent at Wolf Run, Ohio and the second year she teught at Monroeville, Ohio.

It was during this time that she met William McClave Shepherd at Circle
Green Methodist Episcopal Church and they were married April 29, 1926, at the
East Springfield M., E. Church. Their post office address was Bergholz, Ohio,
Jefferson County., But after a time, Circle Green was no more and they attended
EBast Springfield M. E. Church. In 1957, they sold their farm, which had been
the Shepherd family homestead, and moved to Cavallo, Ohio, near Danville, Ohio,
where they attended the Methodist Church.

To them were born seven children: Sarah Anna, b, 2-17-1927 d. 12-28-
1927 who was fatally burned in a fire caused by a spark from the fire place
which lgnighted the clothes in her baby buggy while her mother, Gladys, was out
doing chores; Howard Simon, b. 12-28-1928; Myrtle Alice, b, 5-4-1930; Alva
Metro, b. 5-2-1933; Florence Marie, b. 5~11~1936; Beulah Elizabeth, b, 10-27-
19383 Josephine Louise, b, 6~4-1940

After William (Will) Shepherd quit farming, he was employed by Carrol Co.
Electric, from which he retired in 1956. At their Cavallo home, they raised a




few stock, but Will suffered a ruptured appendix, from which he never recovered
and he died September 7, 1962.

Throughout her married life, Gladys was a saleswoman for different com-
panies, the last of which was the Stanley Products Company. Following this,
she worked at Mt. Vernon State Institute as a foster grandmother, a work she
enjoyed until her eye sight became so impaired that she had to give up driving.

A light stroke which affected her rignt side, caused her to have to spend
her winters with her daughters, Florence and Myrtle, and some of the time with
a son, Alva. In 1982, she was forced to have a leg amputated below the knee, a
condition caused by poor circulation. Undaunted, however, ghe soon learned %o
walk quite well with an artificial 1imb until a spur formed on the end of the
bone which prevented her from continuing the use of the limb.

A severe stroke came on October 3, which caused her death on October 6,
1984, She is survived by 6 children, 20 grandchildren, 17 treat grandchildren,

and one sister, Grace Cox. Two grandchildren, Rebecca and Brenda Uhl, preceeded

her in death.
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SOME INTERESTING EVENTS IN THE LIVES OF WILL AND GLADYS

While in grade school, one of Gladys'! teachers, Anna Lockhart, refused to
give her a perfect attendance record when she had to be sent home on the last
day of school with the mumpa,

Will seng in the choir at church and was tenor in a barbershop quartette,

Gladys and ¥Will didn't get out much because means of transportation was usually
Hghanks mares," They did take the children to Grange meetings at times.

One very exciting meeting which they attended was an REA meeting at Mont-
gomery School, at which it was decided to run the electric line past their
place so they could have electric lights. What a difference those lights in
each room made! In the early 1940's, Will had their house wired for lights,
When Gladys returned from the grocery store, she hunted and hunted for the
lamps, Finally she asked Will where the lamps were, and he told her to turn
on the lights! What a thrill!

¥ill, who had very long legs, used to walk three and a half miles to
church end take 5-year-old Florence and a neighbor girl with him., Imagine
those little girls trying to keep up with Will's long strides!

After Gledys! eye sight became badly impaired, one of her greatest joys
was her talking books, which she enjoyed for about two years before her death.
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