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//// Read at Clayton Presbyterian church on Sunday, March 3, 1974--when the church honored

¢ Mr. C. V. Edmcondson, Blanche Thompson,and Daisy Wright

Read by John Ldmondson

CLARINCE VIRGIL LDHCMDION

It is aifficult to construct a brief account of the life of Uncle Clar-
ence when his ninety yesrs have been so busy, Cne can stort with his birth on
Lake Border Stock and Grain Farm st the'edge of the village of La Clair, In.
(known as Chizeltown) on the Hendricks-Morgan County Line, 1% miles southwest._
of Hazelwood. He was the oldest of five scns.born in this location to Robert
and Della Edmondscn,.

Schooling was commenced at the old Richland building still standing 1% miles
west of Hazelwood. Since all roads were unimpreved and transportetion waé by
"shank's ponies," the path to school was through the fields along an open diteh.,
From Richland, Uﬁcle progrecsed to the'Hazelwood 3~room building ahd in Decem-
ver, 1895 moved to the Clayton schocl aftef his fathgr had completed 2 new house
on tre farm just south of the Clayton cemetery. The first year of high school
was at Cartersburg which wés reached by means of a horse hack. Higii schocl was
then completed at Clayton end graduation at the end of two more years was held
at the new Fresbyterian Church located on this present site. Formal schocling
was corpleted in 1904 after one year at the Ilainfield Academy.

Cne of the importint parts of Uncle Clarence's life began in-i903 when he
joined the Clayton Presbyterian Church auring Dedicatjoﬁ Week of the then neg
-building. Since that time, he has been an active participant in all the active-
ities of his'chufch and has served in many capacities. For several years when
there was no revident minist;r he served his turn as acting moderator of the
Sessioﬁ.

After graduztion at the Plainfield Academy, perhaps the most important
year of Uncle Clarence's life began. 1t was not unusual for a young man of his

training and talents to look to school teaching as an occupation, but not many
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combined thelr first year of teaching with wooing and winning their mate. It
all apparently came naturally. He obtained. a job teaching in Brown Township

north of Brownsburg and rented & room at the Hopkin's home pnesr the school. On

March 11, 1906, he married Mary Hopkins, the beautiful daughter of the household

and went to housekeeping where he was born, at Chizeltown. Farmong became his
occupation and schooi teaching was left behingd.

The following.December, a move was made to a new house built on present
U.5. ko, kno@n to most of us as the Turkey Farm. Severél years and three chii-
dren later,(Walter, Esthor,_énd Helen).the family moved to the home south of the
cemetery. Years later the fipal move was made to hls present home in Clayton.
A year ago last October he lost his partner of over sixty years.

The foregoing biography has done 1little to ﬁicture the man. Along with
farming, he started an insurance business and traveled much of the state as an
adjuster. He was an early emplojee of the Productisn Credit Asscciation. One
of his chief jnterests shared with Aunt VMary was travel ﬁhroughout the United
States. He hes been keenly interested in the history of his family and has
recorded many of these facts in writing.l Historical tools and relicsjhgve oc-
cupied many of his days of recent years. It is a great pri*iiege to be his

néphew and to till the land of his birthyplace.




THH BOMONDSON PAMILY

The neme of Bdmondmon 1p of anolent Angle-Baxon orlgin and wam

f}lﬁirﬁﬁ taken as o purname of the mons of one Fdmond or Ldmund. It

'3f*;fappears 1n anclent records in varlous spellings, but that of Edmondson

,;j{&a nost commonly found in America today. -

A Pamilies of this name were residents at an early date 1n the
';EMglish counties of Zbrk Lancaster, and London. They were, for

fgthe most part, of the landed gentry and yeomanry of Great Brltain.

Amoag the earliest records of the names in England are those of o,
"Rabartus and Johannes Edmondson of Yorkshire 1n 1370, Margaret and jf;;:
ieonard Edmondson of Tencastershlre were reportad in the early smx~:f :i3&
:'ﬁ@aﬂth century, The Yorkshire line was represented in the early . . S
ﬁlxﬁgenth century by Lawrence Edmondson, who resided in the clty off;}iffi 
Ybrkgf (Media Research Soclety, Washington, D. 0O.) J_  A
ﬁilliam Bdmundson, the Irish Quaker, was born about the middle o

rips to the American Oolonies. His Journal indicates his trips
ntémerlea, and 1t i1s Imown he visited the Edmondsong mﬂre, both on
‘tha_Eastern and Western shores of tha Chesapeake Bay. According

: 1111am, in company with George Fox, made a visit there in 1672.
Mhrvland Historical Boclety Magazine, September 1955 )

William Edmundson had a brother John, who was a soldier in ;ﬂ

Gromwell's army and was sent to Ireland. While there, he becane
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