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IMPORTANT: REGARDING LAND ENTRIES
1. Do you have a patent for land issued to your ancestors in Hendricks County? Yes,
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3. How many of these acres have been held continuously in the family?
4. Indicate line ot descent of ownership.
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The Hodson Family
Descendants of Joel W. (1817-1911)

Family history tells us that a Robert Hod(g)son, an Englishman,
serving his country in Ireland, embarked for America in 1710 with
his wife and son, George, then about nine years of age., Influencegd
by the teachings of George Fox in the old country Robert had he~
come a preacher. During the voyage the ship was visited by an epi=-
demic and of the Hod(g)son trio only George survived. The ship
landed at Philadelphia and the Quaker community there adopted and
cared for the young orphan till he grew to manhood,

George married a young Quakeress, Mary Thatcher, and soon aftet
1750 -joined the Quakers from Pennsylvania in migrating to North
Carolina. When.George and Mary Thatcher Hod(g)son game to North
Carolinaz they had six children, the youngest of whom was Robert
Hod(g)son, grandson of the Emglishman, Robert. He was born in 1738,
§0 was about 12 years old when his parents migrated to North Car-
olina,

This Robert, grandson of the English Robert, married twice during
his lifetime, Both women were named Rachel Nills and were cousins.
Such a practice was often common in those days as was the polipy " -~
of giving 411 the c¢hildrén ina family tha mother's maiden name
first letter for a middle initial, One son born to Robert and
Rachel the first was Jesse (1771)

Jesse when he becawe of age married a Mary Wilson and a son
born to them ir August 1817 was named Joel W, When Joel was about
14 since Quakers were opposed to slavery and around 1825 this
was a controversial social and moral problem in the Carolinas+. .
there began a migration westward toward Ohio and Indiana, Jodl's
parents, Jesse and Mary Wilson Hod{g)son with their family join-
ed the westward movement in 1831. About this time the family drop-
- ped the g in the name and it became as it is today - Hodson,

-+ It is from Joel W,, son of Jesse and Mary Wilson Hodson, who es-
‘sentially was the first Hendricks County native , then that our
present branch of the Hodson family stems: Jesse and Mary Wilson
Hodson located first in Mill eek settlement of Hendricks County
thena year later (1832) enter/land in Clay Township., The east
side of the main street south of the railroad in Amo is recorded
as Hodson's addition, The easter section of the old part of the
cemetery was deeded by Joel W. to the town of Amo probably around
the 1850's , ~ . °

Joel W, Hodson was married three times, outlivi ng all three
wives, His first wife was Charlotte Brown and they had one son.
At the present time (1974) nothing is known about the descendants,
if any are living they are not residing in Hendricks County nowt~
His second wife was Sarah Hill and they had three children : John
with no descendants living in Hendricks County at present time;
Jennie Kendall Pitts - no survivors and Jesse Clark - who will be
referred to later. The third wife was Hannah Jane Parker. To this
union were born four children: Mary Hodson Atkins- one granddaughter
living near Amo, the wife of Maurice Newby - Mildred Phillips Newby
daughter of Aldus and Edna Atkins Phillips; Rebecca Hodson Bransén-
no survivors; Martha (Mattie) Hodson Carter, no descendants living
in Hendricks County; and Elmer Hodson, no survivors here. Joel was
a highly successful farmer of the Clay Township community, well
respected and a Chritian gentleman, the family still Quakers in
falth, He lived to be 94 years old and was in good health and keen
mind with only one handicap = that of blindness in his last years,
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m“Hjé blindness not only seemed to sharpen his mentality but also his

earing for ohe of his granddaughter's (Myrtle Edwards Hodson) fav
orite. tales about the beloved gentleman was his greeting by name

any of the family or close friends no matter where they met - he knew
their footfalls!

At the eastern edge of Amo on the peak of the knoll which starts
1ts gentle rise at the side of the Amo-Clayton road (south)_was the
site of the Jesse and and Mary Wilson Hodson homestead but is per-
haps remembered by the senior natives of Amo as the Elmer Hodson .
and or Joel Hodson homestead, To the grandchildren and.the.grand-
nieces and nephews as well as their parents this home and its masters
and mistresses were and are cherished memories of.happy get-to-gethers,
This stately home which fitted $6*charmingly &top its knoll was
destroyed by fire some twenty-five years ago , Later a smaller house
was built but to the Hodson clan it has lost its dearness._

Jesse Clark, son of Joel and Sarah Hill Hodson was born in 1848,
At the age of 25 years married Ruth Masten Hodson. Ruth Masten
was the ninth generation of Mastens - descendant of an Englishman,
John Marsten {(as the spelling was then), who serving in the Dutch
army had come from Holland to America about 1640, Settling in New
York first, then Delaware, then North Carolina, there emerged Froma
North Carolina the eighth generation of Mastens another John ...
Masten (there are so many Johns and they all it seems married Saraljs)
who ‘came with .his parents, John(Sr) and Sarah Cosner Masten to

‘Indiana around 1832, land granting several hundred acres. On a

section of this John Jr upon his marrisge to Sarah Harvey Nasten
homesteaded, This land northern boundary evidently included the

“southerq§§§§ﬁt®f Amo south to probably to US4 20, When Ruth Masten

married lark Hodson in 1873 they bought B0 acres-&f- the original

. land grant 6f John Srs from Johndr (Ruth's father) andl0 from another
“gon of John Sr, Uncle David Masten., There several rods from the road
++ 'Clark and Ruth built a small frame home. That home i&'no loenger-a
_house but an implement shed but one of its huge cornerstones rests -

ot far-away in the yard of the present homesite. Clark and Ruth's
- 1ife together was a short yet happy one, One son was born to them,
“Walter M. At the age of 14 he was left fatherless and Ruth a widow,,
“but™the two carried on as tillers and keepers of the homeland. Where
2 1¥"had been Masten farmland from 1833,wheh~Clark and Ruth bought it
© Tin' 1881 and 1884 respectively it became the Hodson farmland, It -is
7 8%i11 (1974) the Hodson farmland, a beloved heritage, a family trust
. ofalmost 150 years (50 and 100) . :
.V Around the close of the nineteenth century the old house was torn
‘down and in a location nearer the county road the present frame house

was erected. To this house Walter If. brought his bride, Myrtle Edwards
Hodson in the fall of 1899 and it begams. a'beloved home for the devoted
couple and the three children as they arrived and grew to womanhood

and manhood there, This home has seen some structural ‘modifications

-~ and modernizing and its 75 year old face is somewhat seamed and a

little saggy now but ¥t18%iYY guards anid=shélters its own proudly
and possessively. Myrtle Edwards Hodson was the daughter of Solomon

area,The Edwards also had come from the Carolinas in the 1830s. None
of Solomon's ﬁ?ildren are living but the majority of the grandchildren
dre; however fivp ofuthe nine livins an reside in Hendricks County, -
John Edwards, Danville;;Mrs;.Cyrus‘Stanley, Coatesville; Haerle Brown
Hollks Hodson, and Mrs, Dalta Hodson, Amo,

Walter Hodson, grandson of Joel Hodson, the Hendricks County set-
tler from North Carolina, also grandson of of John Masten,Jr, from
which the present Hodson farm grant came had guite a historical
heritage, In 1913 Walter bought from Simon Whicker some 31 acres
adjoining the solthern part of the farm, This also was probably




47 unicker land grant for because history records that they also came from

] . North Carolina about the same time and settled in the Mill Creek area,
“hildren of the Walter and Myrtle Edwards Hodson union ares K, Blair,, R
DePauw graduate, teacher untj] marriage claimed her time and motherhood . -
her heart , Husband - Paul Stayton, son of 0llie and Rose SteigergStaywﬂf_
ton, residents of Amo community (approximately 1917-1950s), graduate of .
Purdue in mechanieal engineering, an employee of GM from the late 20s'
$1l1 retirement in the 0s. Resident of Anderson they reared two children
John Paul, a Purdue graduate,married to Alice Susette and at present
residents of San Marino California. They have a boy and girl also;
Mary Sue Stayton Harrington, Purdue and UCLA graduate, teacher and coun-
selor at Madison Heights, Anderson., Two sons-

Dalta, daughter of Walter and Myrtle Edwards Hodson - Depauw and Butler
has made teaching her vocation in life. Briefly married to Worth Hodson,
son of Bert and Iva Hayworth Hodson, residents of Clay Township community
until around 1935, they had one son, Eugene. At present he is living on
the family farmland., The sixth generation all totalled, the fourth Hodson’
namewise, Fugene was married first to Geraldine Whicker Hodson, daughter
of Garford and Betty Whicker, now residents of Florida, They had three
children: Donald E. Wabash BA, Mrs. Cathy Hodson Schooley (Dennis) and
Richard A, a student at ITTC, Chicago. Eugene now married to Irene Huber
Hodson = they have one son, David A, :

Third child of Walter and Myrtle Edwards Hodson was a boy- a son to
carry on the family name and was Walter overjoyed., He had seen the
Fasten name disappear with his mother's marriage, he was the only child

_ but a son and he did not want the Hodson name to disappear also but
- after twochildren ang they girls and the forties Creeping up on him
and wife MNyrtle he was a little worried, then really happy when the |
third and not a girl came along! To further forge the family link angd
" gontinuity this son was given his never known grandfather's name of
~ Clark so Hollis Clark Hodson came into being, He was thebrains of the
- family - Rector scholar, chemist, teacher, now working on a law degree,
Lo Married to Mary Fleischer Hodson of Wisconsin they had five children;y..
. Barbara Hodson Frye, graduate nurse IU and MA , Duke U, Married to Robert
... Frye, son of Robert and Betty Frye, IU and Duke U. graduate. Reside
- at Durham, North Cardlina and have one daughter, Mandy; Marilyn (millie)
©n. %K., Hodson, BA and MA - IU, PhD, - UCLA and teaching there. Joel Clark
“ois (named for great great and great grandfathers respectively) IU -BA now
.. Peace Corp teaching in Morocco, Africa, where also in Peace GCorp teaching
< obut at Addis Ababa in the late sixties sister Barbara and husband had :
~ . taught., Prudence (Prudy) Hodson, a student at UC, San Francisco, The :
. youngest, Hollis (Hoddie) Walter Hodson, son of Hollis C.,grandson of Walter,, .
- vcooserving in the US Navy, resides at Newport, R.I, MarriédiLuAnn~Bombei,
" dgughter of Robert and Betty Bombei, Brownsburg
- "It takes = heap of 11ving in a house to make it home ~ for

'It‘aiﬂ‘t’ﬁome_to:ye, t111 somehow your soul is sort of wrapped round it ajl

Home ain't a place that gold can buy for before it's home there's o

Got to be a heap of living in it,

You've got to weep to make 1t.home, memories of those no more - you

can't escape from these

But you'll find the home is dearer ghan it was, and santified

You've got to sing and play for years and learn to love the things

e S

_ You've got to love each brick and stone from cellar up torchimney top
- For it takes a heap of 1iving ina house to make it home o
: Modifications and Extracts from ‘'Home')

Enclose in such a home and environment two ggg?fyAloggﬁsﬁnd respented
peoples as parents » Walter ang Myrtle Edwards Hodson ang thergdis

unending humiii i A 1d - grandchildren
gne sucﬁ aum%%i%ggggd gratitude from children ,.: and grane




o hdun by BDable prdosr 3/2
MY DESCENT FROM A HENDRICKS €O. PIONEER
Hodaovo, Walll, ot G141 qd_ * q-]-194 0
Name of Applicant .

| P;a-\pldltpﬁ.p) Q(/Trn}) %r?’“)‘ Hiplo3 TolNe 539 -YY 59
Street and No. own, tate ip

2_‘(“%%;&) L)'IQLD%E\L,LBW Q \ - T
Pigheer Ancestors Name v pirthadate: -rparriage date; D-deat ate;
TREEY s VORGP Y. (BN
SS-settlement date in Hendricks Co.; ace

o e ; Sakan,
Line of Descent w\

\Lcu.b&" I.Porenhl'.;’dﬁ;j” H C\Qﬁ/\)\mm&m 59: l‘&"l?‘?‘l M 'b' 5‘(395{) IE’IOIQSI

- [ B e -husband:
g it W%M%MMMDM? 0
ol 23 Nexd TN -w.fe. ' -

Co 2. Grand it 0. L) HODLAAS *Uaat, o aNe pn BR’!‘?-[?Q‘?M?}-G-I?'TBD ¥-b-185Y

Parents:

3N l/ WA ALAL BIle«l?BlMa—Q'fg’?s D H;-'ﬁ.!g-lq 3.!./
R Ade . Lk
3. Great HM U\]“’\«\ﬂ%ﬂr\/\_ BE-2-¥I7m_—- ‘9'{£D_b 209 (]

IM eb can g “I{A . ', - )
¥ ;}%cﬂﬂ'é W&MQ{Q&Q)% B hi‘”" L SR r\um&?
S 153 i B h ;
DD orer HWBMM PRI S CATAY
‘) . f’rr(;nang’renW/W “@M {4 B l-ka'i IEQﬁ l b I | I—fftg{fD & o 5 -~ l G’ 57

h! =]

i AN}
5. Gr.orory ©  H \ Mﬁ Jo o, B3M-193¢m  p t-la-[§¥I3
Grand P 3
Zuéﬁms__-r”& W W M\W&'Lﬂqg M D
6 G’r‘ r .rw @ H LB LR L ll& ' M
l_ P(L < - Gr-. G'rog-gn = a
"S-l W M R
. KA et e
)\ 5 er‘é?.cgﬂ tf‘:(;ﬂ [TRIN X i B M Dyt = ARG
Lo -g Gr.Gr.Grand ! —
Parents: W. B M Pi=i F=aB\ ND

The first two items must be completed 1o obtain a certificate. Additional information helpful is occupalion of pioneer, public office held,
political party, where educated, chlﬁ_ch uﬂi|i$ion. It descendancy can be fraced to more than one ancestor other blanks must be used. Ask for
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Veritication of above may be found (check at least one); County Clerk's office; Old Bible: Church Records: Voting Records; Cemelﬂ records;
others :

IMPORTANT: REGARDING LAND ENTRIES
1. Do you have a patent for land issued to your ancestors in Hendricks County? Yes.
2. How many deeds? For how many acres? To whom issued?
3. How many of these acres have been held continuously in the family?
4. Indicate line ot descent of ownership.
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