NARRATIVE - #1 - JOHN KAY/JANNET LAWSON

John Kay was born on May 17, 1773, in Pennsylvania, and Jann-t
Irawson (Lowson) was borh -on Aug. 17, 1775, also in Pennsylvania.

John (20) and Jannet (18) were married on December 7, 1793, in
Washington County, Maryland, { just across the line from Franklin
County, PA), and James lLawson (1798) and Sarah (1803) were born in
Pennsylvania (also perhaps Ellen and Mary). This would indicate that
John & Jannet married in Maryland perhaps to beat the age limit, or
perhaps because the county seat (Hagerstown) was closer in Maryland
than to the Franklin County seat (Chambershurg). At any rate, it
appears they lived in Pennsylvania both before and after marriage.

Since descendant children were variously named Lawson, Losson, and
Lowson, it is assumed that Jannet’s last name may have been spelled
differently. Lawson is the name most prominently brought down for the
succeeding children. Also, with James lLawson being the first male
child, we would expect this was her maiden name. We might also expect
to find a James Kay in the parentage of John or Jannet,

Perhaps we should look in Franklin County, PA, near Waynesboro,
State Line, or Greencastle for the birthplace of James Lawson, Mary and
Ellen, and also for a James or John Kay, born around 1753, as the
father of John, althoughk we have no record of father John’s birthplace.
Leotice Kay Smith remembered a Franklin County in the family history 7/
this is apparently the ope. o DT ‘4,1;(44%&,0 Bhfrfant

* gt,:t:lw"“(‘;- L*)Q d il Y 2713{16'0{

John Kay bought land in Township 11,\8Section 8, from the State of
Ohio on July 21, 1804. Joshua was born in*1807 in Ohio, so between
1803 (Sarah’s birth in Pennsylvania) and 1807 (Joshua’s birth in Ohio),

John & Jannet moved fromn Pennsylvania to Ohic. This period might
coincide with the death of John Kay’s father, since this frequently
causes moves. If so, this might indicate an older brother to John, who

may have kept the family farm. Also, it would give a lead to finding
records of the father’'s death between 1803 and 1807.

John also bought another piece of land (Lot 222 in Steubenville,
Jefferson Co, Ohio, on November 18, 1806, from Bezaleel Wells.) In
1807, he sold this lot to James G. & Robert Henning for $425. On June
16, 1808, he mortgaged his toels and househeld geoods for $55 for a Lwo
year period. On June 21, 1808, John sold Lot 181 in Steubenville,
Ohio, to Wm. Conley. Perhaps he mortgaged his tools to get money to
pay off the debt on land originally purchased from the state in 1804.

Jane Eliza Kay was born in Virginia in 1813. Jenney (Jannet) Kay
recorded a deed for property in Jefferson Co, Ohio, on May 22, 18186.
John and Jannet, listed as of Brooke Co, VA (now West Virginia),
purchased 14 acres on Steubenville Road from William Cunningham for
$385 on November 10, 1817. From this we might gather that John and
Jannet moved to Virginia sometime between 1808 and 1813, and were
located there until 1817. Since this was just across the river, Jannet
could have gone back to ccord the deed with little trouble. Perhaps
tLhe deed recording in 1816 meant that the Hennings had just paid off a

mortgage taken back on the sale, and this led lo the recording of the v
sale and the purchase of another property, i
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Page 2 - Narrative - John Kay/Jannet Lawson

We know from their marriage license that James Lawson Kay
mMarried Letitia Wright inp Harrison County, IN, on April 18, 1822, and
they are both buried nhear Corydon, IN. Sarah married William Ross in
Harrison Co. on Dec. 4, 1823, indicating that John & Jannet were
probably in this county at those times. On May 26, 1818, John and Jane
(ﬂpparently she went by Jane, Jenny, etc) listing themselves as living
in Harrison Co, IN, sold a lot #53 in the town of Elizabeth, Harrison
Co, IN, to John M. Jones by deed for $50. On July 17, 1819, a J.P.
notarized this transaction, and it was recorded on March 9, 1820. So
it would appear that John and Jannet were probably in Harrison Co, IN
from perhaps 1818 until perhaps 1824.

Jane Eliza married Reason T. Flora in Cass Co. on August 31,
1836. Since Jane Eliza probably lived with her parents until her
marriage at 23, it appears that John & Jannet moved to Cass Co betweer
1824 and 1836. This would place them in both Virginia and Harrison Co
IN for some time, so records of Brooke Co, W. VA, especially of Eliza's
birthplace, of Harrison Co, IN would be of interest.

John Kay died on October 14, 1838, at age 65, in Logansport, Cass
Co, IN, and is buried in the 9th St. Cemetery in Logansport, IN. This
is the oldest cemetery in Cass County, and was founded by a gift from
General Tipton (probably in 1828), who was also buried there in 1839,
Whether the stone is there or not is questionable, since a Lutheran
church was later built there over some of the unmarked graves,

John left estate papers indicating that he had incurred
considerable debts, and it was questionable if they were all settled
with the estate value. Fron the debts owed, mostly to merchants and
tradespeople, some interesting facts of the times may be found.

Bills were mostly in the year of death, and included grocer's
items for 1/2 1b tea at 50c, 12 yards of muslin at $3, 2 pounds of
sugar at 850c, a kettle for $1, 5 1lbs of coflee for $1, etc. His assets
were listed as a mare $20, a colt $8, beddiag and bedstead $15,
blacksmith tools $25, chairs and rocking chair $3, and miscellaneous
housewares and small tools - apparently no large farm equipment. This
might indicate either that they had quit - farming, that he practiced as
a blacksmith, or that he had trarnsferred most of his possessions to
someone else,.

Joshua was married in Carrol}l County, IN, (which abuts Cass Co) tao
Mary Martin on May 2, 1847. Jannet Lawson Kay died on September 2,
1850, in Delphi, Carroll Co, IN and was buried in the 9th St Cemetery

in Logansport, Cass Co, IN. Her will was made in Carroll Co on June 1,
1849, and she left the bulk of her estate including real estate to
Joshua, sc¢ it is assumed she was living with them at the time. None of

the other children were allotted much (mostly $6). The amounts are not
surprising, since John left several debts when he died, according to

his estate settlement. One exception was a Judgement to Rezin V. Flory
(husband of Eliza Jane) for $22B5.65 against Joshua, the executor.
Joshua also paid $22 for 8 set of tombstones. The estate was finally

settled on January 18, 1353.




Ruth DunLp
11 Division St
Mendota, 1,
61342-2334

John KAY m..  Sarah YOUNG3
b. 1 Oct, 17881 b, ca 1783 PA
Hopewell Twp. Bedford Co, PA
d. 17 May 1844
Coshocton Co,. OH?
(will, Cosh, Co. Bk.E, 92)

To Keene Twp. Coshocton Co. OH 1817 (Coshocton Co. History)2

Will written 13 Nov. 1847, probated 2 Jun. 1849 (this conflicts
with above death date): land to wife Sarah for her life

then divided among children: Eliz. Waybunn, Mary Ann

Walker, Rachél Thompson, Isaac, William, John, Jacob,

Malona, Caroline.

Children: <(birthdates from KEY AND ALLIED FAMILIES)

l. William Kay b. 18 Mar, 1809 PA 3
m. Sarah Good? (Cosh. Co, m,) I834
wife Elizabeth in 1852 deed
2. Elizabeth Kay b, 19 Apr. 1813 PA .
m. Samuel Waybunn (m. not in Cosh. Co.)

3. John A. Lay b. 17 Deec. 1815 PA
m. Mary Ann Frederick Coshocton Co. 1844
.. Rachel Kay b. 17 Dec., 18LY

m..James Thompson Coshocton Co. 1836
lived Holmes Co. OH 1860
5. Mary Ann Kay b, 20 Apr. 1820
m, Adam Walker Coshocton Co. 1841(he 3.1859)
6. Isaac Kay b.. 28 Aug.. 1822, to CA 1849
m.. Ann Platt 1852
m. Mrs., Jennie Harrison 1882

d..Jun., 1889 Alemeda, CA (obit Cosh. papeg,)
7.. Jacob Kay b, ? (not in KEYS & ALLIED FAM, list)? §%&

m. Calista Torry Coshocton Co, OH 1834\ " de
8. Malona Kay b, 20 Jan. 1825 OH :

d. 185% probably never married

9, Caroline Kay b. 9 Jun. 1827
: " m. Charles Courtright 1847-52

1 xmy AND ALLIED FAMILIES, by Mrs. Julian C. Lane, 1931

2 HISTORY OF COSHOCTON CO.. OH, by N. W. Hill p. 525, (527 mentions
a subscriptdn school in Keene twp....John Kay and William
Kay were teachers)

3 Bedfbrd Co. PA Orphan Court records - 1796, See 2nd sheet
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John
&
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Ruth Dunlap
111 Divisien St
Mendua, IL
61342-2334

John Xay b, 1780-1790
d. 1847 -1849, Coshocton Co. OH

=y

vife:

Sarah Young b. ca. 1783, PA

Bedford Co. PA records show Sarah Young placed under Ienry Vertz
at the time of her father's death in 1796, she being & ninor
under 1% years. This informztion sent to me in 1981 by Jeff
Young., I presume this information was in Orphan Court records,
Iile indicated the records show she married John Kay. (This is 221 T

weve,
bov )

Bedford Co. PA census, 1810:

Kay, John-Hopewell twp. p. O46
males: 2(0-10) 1(26~45) . -
females: 1(0-10) 1(26-hL%) =

_same page: Kay, William - males: 1(0-10) 1(10-16) 1(16-26) 1l(overks,
fermaless 2(16-36) 1(over 45)

Bedford Co, PA census, 1800:

Kay, William mafes: 1(0-10) 1(10-16) 1(16-26) 1(over 45)
females: 3(0~10) 2(10-16) 1(26-45)

Coshocton Co, OH census 1850

Kay, Sarah 67 PA Walkers. Adam 32 OH
Malona 25 OH Mary Ann 30 OH
. Caroline 8 OH
Kay, Willian 4T . PA i .Malona 7 OH
Hlizabeth 30 PA Almira 5 0H
Jerusha Lk om Tewis 5/12 OH
John 10 OH
Herriet 5 0d )
1 Oi (Adam Walker died ca 1859--

Sarain ,
- Adm, appointed 2 Feb. 1859)

Coshocton AGE, 20 Jun, 1885, obituary from the Alemeda CA ARGUS
revorts the deathr of Issac H. Kay....b. Coshocton Co, OH 1822...
to Celifornia in 1849, first to Sacramento then Alneda Couniy,
purchasing the Yosemite Fotel where he resided ever since,...
twice married, in 1852 to wiss Anb Platt who died in 1879, and
in 1882 to irs, Jennie Harrison who survives. @is only

son is maro P, Kay "whose unfortunate course embittered biis
father's loter years." ..,..remains interred in San Lorenzo
Cemetery.




111 Division St,
Mondote, IL €1342
Apr. 3, 1906

John D. Cemden
5826 W, Tenth St.
Indianapolis, IN L6224

Dear John,

Just received my KAY family newsletter from Ollen Kay with
mention of your ancestos John Adolphus Kay (b, 1€15) ang

Mery Anne Frederick (b, 1825), I recognized this couple from
Coshocton Co. OH marriages,

Because "my" John XKay was also in Coshocton Co. from 1820s to

1850s, I did some research on the other John Kay in Coshocton

Co. because quite often people of the same name in the same

area at the same time - especially early in its settlement - may

be related. It guickly appeared there wasn't encugh time difference
in their ages to be father-son, and not bovothers, having the same
first name., I did eventually learn my John Kay's father was
William Kay. Whether or not there was an earlier relationship
between these two familjes or with Ollen Kay's ancestor, another
John Kay, 1s possible but as yet unproven.

From here and there (my research in Coshocton Co., answvering queriss
and answers to my queries) I have accumulated quite a bit of
information on your line. I enclose a summary sheet of this,.

Also two pages from KEY ARD ALLIED FAMILIWS which connect 1t to

the early Philadelphia Kay family. As with most werks of this
vintage (1931), it gives no documentation and may well be
inaccurate., I urge you to use it as a guide only and to prove it
out,

In addition, I have a copy of the deed where John Kay's widow and
most of his children (including John A. and Mary Ann) sold thre

land in Cochocton Co. and I would be glad to send you a copy if

you wish, I also heve corresponded with a descendant of John Kay's
daughter, Rachel (m. Jsmes Thompson) and can nut you in touch with
him. I gave him information several years ago, and I den't know if
he has found anything furthér back or not. - .

I would like to know where John A. Kay and wife Mary Ann settled,
ané the names of their children. It helps me identify and sort out
Kays I come across. Ollen Kay's John Kay ané my John Kay made
similar moves to the same areas, and we wonder 1f this was
coincidence or not,

For your information: (my line)

John Kay b, 1799 MD, son of William Kay/Sally Deakin (m, Allegany Oa MD)
m, 1821 in Brooke Co., VA (between OH and PA, north of Wheeling WV) ¥
Blizabeth Boring, dau of James Boring

John angd Flizabeth went to Coshocton Co. OH (as did her parents)
ané were there into the 18%0s, then trey went to Fulton & Kosclusko
COUNTI¥S in Indiana, then to Newton Co.. IN (onh the IL border) where

they diled in the 1870s.

Hope thils helps, and hope to hear from you,
Yours trulv. Ay ™1tk L. Dunlan




The Kay Family Newsletter is published quarterly as a service to
our family. A donation of $3.00 per year is requested of family
members to cover cost of stamps, paper, and printing. Other
subscribers should donate $6.00 per year. Family members with names
other than Kay must identify themselves as to how theyv are related or
pay the higher rates. Make checks to 0Ollen Kay and mail to 6165
L,ambda Drive, San Diego, CA 92120

NEW SUBSCRIBERS: Subscriptions are on a calendar year basis; all
subscriptions expire on December 31. Those starting anytime during
1996 will receive all issues for 1996. Back issues-dre $0.75 each, and
if all back issues are desired before 1996, send $26.25 extra ($52.50,
if not Kay-related).

No responsibility is assumed for incorrect or missing data. If
you have information of interest to the family, please mail it to the
above address, making sure you identify yourself and your source.
Pictures are especially desirable, and will be returned promptly.
Copies of this newsletter may be reproduced if desired.

o Tanleig

KAY FAMILY NEWSLETTER
6165 LAMBDA DRIVE
SAN DIEGO, Ca 92120

JOHN D. CAMDEN
0. 5829 W. 10TH ST
' INDTANAPOLIS, IN 46224

B G4z24-4112 B2 Muli”nnlllullhllzI:”mu“m”l|Jt[n|s“1!n¢u.’“
April is the month of Spring resurgence - longer dayvs, more
sunshine, maybe some showers of a nice kind - the only thing blackening

the skies of our outlook is that it is also TAX MONTH. Regardless of
how we feel about Forbes and his flat tax, we no doubt all feel that
"less would be better", especially if it could be taken from fat
Congressional pensions, silly ideas that we can run the world, and all
those things money 1is spent on of which we disapprove!

Regardless, we will continue to pursue our ancients, dig into
their ways of a simpler life (not according to my latest book, which
debunks a lot of memories -~ '"The Good Old Days - They Were Terrible'").
and look Fforward to a great year in 1996 - how about that Stock Market?
Ollen '




