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FRANK MILHOUS FARM ¢ Page 1

BIRTHPLACE
HANNAH MILHOUS NIXON

Hannah Milhous was born March 7, 1885 in the home of her parcnts, Frank
and Almira Burdg Milhous, on this farm in Bigger township, Jonnings County,

in southeastern Indiana, She was the third daughter of the couple.

The white frame house of typical Victorian architecture, was graced by
a front porch liborally trimmed with fancy wood work and shaded by pinc and
maple trecs. A neat, whito picket fence markod the front yard, A dinncr boll
hung high.on a pole in the back yard, and two attractive small buildings trimmed

with "carpenter's lace" stood to the cast of the house,

Here, Hannah and hor brothers and sisters thrilled to the delicate flowers
and soft green of spring., On summor days, thay walked barcfoot down the dusty
lanc to the county road, fishod with pin hooks in tho stream at tho foot of the

hill, gathered wild berries and listencd to ship-poor-wills calling at cvoening.

fach scason brought special joys. October mornings dawnud with a soft
haze which yielded to golden sunlight and brilliant blus skics, Maples, oaks,
bacches, donned their ycllow and scorlot huus and rosy sassafrass leaves bright-
cned the roadsisc. Great orange pumpkins brightencd fields of brown cornstalks,
The sweet aroma of appls butter bubbling in an iron kettle in the yard were

familiar to the children, Corn husking boes were a form of sutumn fun,

Lifc on the farm was busy and always with a spiritual overtone, The

Milhous familiocs all were devout Quakers,

When they attended Hopewell Mecting, several two horse rigs were used.
One can imagine them gingerly picking their way down tho steep hill in front of

the house after a winter snow,

Franklin Milhous, the cldest son of Joshua and Elizabgeth Milhous, was

born in Colurain, Ohio., He was six ycars of age when the family moved to Indiana.

He helped his father at the Sycamore Valley Trec Nursery, attoended Moores
Hill College and then taught during the winter months for several years in ele-

mentary schools of castarn Jennings County.




FRANK MILHOUS FARM page 2

On August 14, 1872, he married Saraoh Emily Armstrong who bore him thres

childron., She and baby doughter, Emily, are buried in Hopewull cemetery,

April 16, 1879, he marrivd Almira Park Burdg. At this, his tree farm

which adjoinsd his father's nursery, seven childrun were born,

When Frank Milhous built his houso of gencerous proportions, he was wise,
for in 1879, when the fomily meved to California it numbered: Frank and Almira
with children Mactha, Edith, Hannah, Griffith Williem, Mary Alice (thuse two
wero children of his first wife Sarah) Rose Olive, Elizabeth, Ezra Charles and

Jane Burdg Milhous.

The home burned to the ground Decemboer 26, 1968,




JOSHUA. ¥V, MILROUS
housc at
SYCAMORE VALLEY TREE NURSERY

Joshua V., Milhous was born in Boelmont County, Ohio, Doeember 31, 1820,
Elizabuth Price Griffith was born in Washington County, Poennsylvania April 28, 1827,

They wers marricd in Washington County, Pa, in 1847,

Franklin, the father of Hannah Milhous Nixon, was born in Ohio, Ho was

the cldest of their eight children,

They moved to Jennings County, Indiana, fMarch 23, 1854, That yecar, thay
started working to organize a Quaker Mucting closc to thuir now bhomo, Elizabeth

was a Juaker minister.

Joshua built a log cabin on thc cast bank of Rush Branch in Biggor toun-

ship,

Whon he was roady to build a morc pormancnt home, a Len Stanley operated

a steam-powered mill at which lumber was preparcd for ths housc ono seos today,

Joshua industriously doveloped the Sycamorc Valley Tree Nursery on this

farm, Franklin and brother Griffith workod with him,

Spring was an undorstandably busy time as young trees were dug for de-
livery to customers and tiny seedlings were carcfully nurtured along along in

delicate growth,

Many customcrs drove to the farm to scluct stock whils otheres received

theoirs at home,

Joshua Milhous built a solid reputation as a superior nurseryman and an

honest businessman,

Visitors often pondored, "How can this man maku fruit troes grow so woll?',
The Sycamorc stock was guarantced sure to grow and customers wagerly awaitcd oach
season's offering, Many troes werce imported and grafts made with thoem, Apples
includod Northern Spy, Russets, Bon Davis, Delicious, Rambo, Roman Beauty, Maiden

Blush, Transparents and Grimes Golden,
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Of course, swost cidar was onjoyed by overyone, One old Jennings count-

ian rocalled, however, that "Josh" would rafuse hard cider if ever it were offered,

Although time has vrased the flourishing orchards of the 133 acres af

Milhous farms, o Fow original trees remain,

Hero, at the Joshua housec, giant pine trees olong the lane leading to the
house undoubtudly were planted by him, The one beautiful, cnormous cypraess in
the yard surcly was ons he had imported and planted, for thuse are not native

to southern Indiana.

The exterior of the house is belioved to look as it did whon Joshua and
Elizabeth Milhous lived there. Any changes inside aro saoid to have been made in

koeping with tho old style of docor,
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Hopewell Cemetery, located southwest of Butlerville, Indiana often was

known as the Friends Burying Ground,

During its long history, many Quakers of the Campbell and Bigger town-

ship community were laid to rest beneath its stately trees.

Here lies the body of Joshua V., Milhous, grandfather of Hannah Milhous
Nixon., Other relatives lie nearby, but Elizabeth Price Griffith Milhous, his

beloved wife, died and is buried in California,

It is fitting that the grave of Joshua be in this cemetery. It was a-
cross from here that Hopewell friends Mestinghouse was located. Thers, Elizabeth

fiilhous was the minister,

While Grove Monthly Meeting in Northeastern Jennings County had been
set off in 1858 from Sand Creek Monthly Meeting in Southeastern Bartholomew
County, their meetinghouse had not been built until 1864, It sufficed for
awhile, but the Quaker community grew rapidly and, in 1868, the Hopewell Meet-
ing was created under the Grove Monthly Meeting. It was an 'indulged meeting!

for worship but not for inter-congregatienal control,

Mrs, Joshua Milhous was greatly responsible for the success of Hope-
well, Although other Meetings adopted a freer worship and were named Gurneyites,
Hopewell does not scem to have abandoned silent worship in favor of preaching,

It was said the continuity of Elizabeth Milhous' ministry stabilizaed the con-
gregation, She moved to California with her son Franklin and his family in

1897, but the momsntum of Hopewell persisted. In 1903 Grove Meeting was laid
down for Hopewell and in.1913, becausu the Friends migration to California had

bocome so great, Hopewell was discontinued.

The puacs and silence of a Hopowell Mesting yct pervade the area and tho
small Hopewsll cemctery., Although Elizabeth Milhous rests in California, her

spirit seems to linger here near the grave of hor husband.
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