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Jolm Henry Byrne Howland N
John H. B. Nowland was born October 12, 1813, at Framkfort, Eentucky.
He was a son of Matthias R. and Elizabeth (Byrne) Nowland. The Nowlands
are of Welsh ancestry, early members of the family having come to the Amer-
Lcam Colonles before the War of the Ameérican Revolution amd settled at Do-

ver, Delaware.

Matthiss R. Npwland was born in 1787 at Dover. As a child he was brought

by his parents to Chlllicoths, Ohlo, and there grew to young maihood. He

then went to Frankfort, Kentucky, and in 1806 was married to Elizzbeth Byrne.

Ee was In busipess In Frankfort with fair snccess for fonrteen years. - In
1820 he made a journey to the remote wilderness village of Indlanapolis, .
in central Indlama, which at that time consisted of a few primitive log
¢cabins along White River in a reglon called the '"New Purchase."

~

Matthias B. Nowland was- a qﬁfét,fi‘tt:ias'séumlng man, 1ndustrlor;.s, “intelli-
. gent, pablic-spirited. He was naturally fltted for the tasks of estazblish-

ing the new settlement. = He was asked by the Commissioners to build zm ex-

"tra cabln to serve as sleeplng guarters and as an office durlng the szle.

of lots, as he was the only person having the mesns to do so, belng the
first man to bring any smount of money to the rude settlement. He met the
Commissioners when they visited the capital site in June, 1820, and prom-
Ised that, if the capital were located at what was called "the Mouth of

Fall Cresk,™ he would return to Kentucky, bring his famlly . md induce oth- '

or settlers to come as well. He fulfillsd his promise, and Is credited
with having had a large part in determining the actual site of the capl-
tal znd with bringlng a number of early cltizens whose descendants yet
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' The first sale of lots was held at the cabin of Matthlas R. Fowland -

. on October 9, 1821. Mr. Fowland provided accommodations for Christopher
' Barrison, the only Commlssioner present, and for Alexander Ralston, the

engineer who surveyed the town. Ur. Nowland was appointed one of thres '
men who chose the locatlon for the first graveyard. Early in 1821 he '
had spent some tilme making sugar in the old Indian sugar camp at the end
of Virginia Averme, wnere hs produced over 600 pounds of maple sugar and
a quentity of excellent syrup. In 1822 he was appointed the first elec-
tion judge of the new county by Hervey Bates, the first sheriff.

Thres tracts of about three acres pach were set apart as sultable for
brickmaking plants. Matthias R. Nowland purchased one of these tracts,
situated between East and Liberty Streets, extending from Washlngton Street
north to Market Street. There, In 1822, he burned the first kiln of brick
made in Marlon Coumty, Indiana, The work and exposure to Inclement Weath-
er brought on the malady which caused hls death on November 11, 1822. He
1eft his widow zmd five young children. He had purchased several lots on
deferred payménts and they were later forfelted, leaving the femlly with
small mesans. )

From that bleask sutwmm day ln 1822 until her death in 1856, Elizabeth
(Byrne) Nowland was a well-known person in the town of Indiamapolis and
she won a prominent place in the admiratlion and esteem of a bost of friends.
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At the age of 30 she assumed the rosponsibllity of rearing her children amd
preserving the traditions of home desplte difficulties, By toll and sacri-
flce snd devotlon she accomplished her task. She was widely esteemed for
her cheery humor, her gemerous charlty, her kindliness =znd nobility of char-
acter. She was a dzughter of Captaln Jomm Byrne, a native of Ireland who
czme to the United States at the end of the 18th Century. Hs married Cath-
erine Full, of Virginia, who was descended from Datch ancestry.

. Sarah Amn Fowland, eldest dzmghter of Matthizs R. znd Ellzabeth (Byrne)

‘Wowland, was married to the Rev. Bdwin Bay, one of the first Methodist min-

isters in Indlana, for whom the Edwin Ray lethodist Episcopsl Church in In-

. dianapolis ls nzmed. Their youngest dsughter, Ellzabeth Jame, became the -

;. wife of Richard Rousseau, gn eminent lawyer of that day.” He and his broth- .
- er, General Lovell H, Rousseszm, platted the town of Bloomfield, ln Greeme

© Comnty, Indlzma, from their farm. The other Nowland children, other tham
Johnn H. B., dled while young znd unmarried. '

Jolm H. B. Nowland, with the commingled blood of Welsh, Irish znd Datch

" forebears in his veins, sald of himself that be was "a composlte of ingred-

lents.™ From hls own accounts of youthfnl escapades he was not whelly free
from the peccadilloes of healthy boyhood. He started to school at the age
of eignt in a log cabin in the village. The teacher was a heavy-handed ed-
wecator named Lzmbert. On his very first day, young John Wowland cormitted
some minor infraction of the rules, whereupon the prototype of Schoolmaster
Sgueers proceeded to thwack the small offender’s cranium against the log

wall of the schoolroom.

Jorm H. B. Nowland reported the incident at home, exhibiting contusions

i swldence. His father at once sought out the erstwhile Squeers amd admin-

istered a few thwacks ln return. So the boy's first term of school ended on
its initlal day. PBut he later learned his 4 B C's In Sunday School and ob-
talned the solid substance of learning from more kindly disposed teachers.

0f these he mentions Anstin W. Morris, Ebenezer Sharpe and the latter's son
mmd deaghter, Thomas H. md Tsabella Sharpe, who were able and well-beloved

|
|
instructors of that period.

At the age of 19, Jom H. B. Nowland became secretary to Governor Jon-
athan Jemmings, first governor of Indiara. Some opposed Mir. Nowland's ap-
pointment, saying that he was too young toc be capable, but the governor was
determined. The young ma asslsted at the Treaty of 1832 with the Mlaml
smd Pottawatomle tribes, and was later made commlissary. With the money he
earned in these positions he attended Indiana Unliversity for two years. He
left the university to earn money for the support of his mother. e bougnt
and sold horses in 1834-1836. * In 1837 he engaged in a mercantile tusiness,
pat his profits, as he later cormented, "scattered themselves over the Mid-
1le Western pralries in unpald accounts.”". He traded hls store for a farm
amd a dlstlllery, and those In turn were exchanged for horses and wagons

which he sold.

In Februsry, 1849, Mr. Nowland traveled to Washington, D. C., and fol-
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lowing the insuguration of President Zachary Taylor recelved a povermment ap-
pointment, first in the postoffice department and later in the landoffice,
His service ended with the adminlstration— In a slight flurry of fireworks.
He was not one to keep silent when he had something to say, and he dld have
something to say regarding Mr. Flllmore's attitude toward the candldacy of

' @eneral Scott. -And he becazme, s0 o speak, @ iconoclast, em lmage-breaker, .

one wro sang out of tune in the political symphony.

i Mr. Nowland returned to. -_Ipdi_éﬁéﬁaii-s:_if‘or'a short time he was Interest-
ed in coal mining in Floyd County, Kentucky, a region he described as "God-
Porsaken." He had a happy kmack of using words of unmistakable meaning.

. He 4id not call a certalm common . tool "a famlllar and serviceable instru-~

.. memt widely employed in ihe industry of digging,” but named it slmply as '
‘Mg spade,” In the afternoon of -his 1lfe, Mr. Nowland became a chronlcler
of men md events.” ‘As a historian he wrote with rare artistry and a plgqu-

an't charm. His pen was faclle, hls style vivid and trenchant. His writ--
ings teem with living, mmimate Jmman characters delineated with sparkling ~
humor snd keen insight. TTot infrequently he nsed a light flick of satire's
1ash, but ever without bitterness or rancor. He wrote with the touch of a
poet rhythmle measures of prose that hold the hsunting msic of old ballads.
His sketches of early 1life nd times in Indlana are pen plctures, as charm-
ing as 0ld miniatures. He was ‘the suthor of. two books of definite histor-
ical value: MEarly Reminiscences of Indimapolis,™ and "Sketches of Prom-

_inent Citizens of 1876.% L S S Lo

John H. B. Nowland was married July 27, 1840, to Amella Theresa Smith,
a asughter of Justln and Maria B. (Lloyd) Smith. Mrs. Nowland's grandmoth-
or was a dsugater of Brigadler General Joseph Otls, brother of James Otis,
of Boston, the distingnished orator zmd patriot. Of him it was sald: "Jarees
Otis of the North and Patrick Henry of the South were the promoters of ths -
American Revolution.™  Mrs. Towlznd's maternal grandmother was Lady Mary,
dmughter of the Earl of Rivers, in England. Marla B. {Lloyd) Smith was a
daughter of P. B. ILloyd, a promlinent bamker of New York Cliy.

Amelia Theresa Smith was born July 23, 1820, ln Clifton Springs, Hew
vork. Her parents moved to Rochester, New York, In her childhood, amd in
1838 czme to the village of Indimazpolls where Mr. Smith opened a genéral
store on the corper of Washington and Pennsylvania Streets, the present site
of the 0dd Fellowsa Bullding. He also bought a farm and astabllished a gener-
21 store and a flour mill between Fremklln and Edinburg, Indisna. The mill
was called "Smith's M111" for may years. . At one time Justin Smith owned

Clifton Springs, ¥ew York.

intonio de Wavarro, vho married the femous Kentucky actress, Mary An-
derson, was a cousin of Amella Theresa Smite, mnd Edgar Saltus, the noted
novelist, was also her cousin. P. B. L. Smith, Mrs, Nowlznd's eldest
prother, was the first resident of Indlmapolls to vlsit Barope, making the

voyage across the Atlemtlic in a salllng ship.

Jorn H. B. NowLzand and Amella Theresa amith were married In chrlst church
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Indlmapolis, thelrs being the first cimrch wedding ever held lu that clty.

They were the parents of two sons mmd one daughter, namely: Paul B. L.; reb 15
Edwin B.; =pnd Maris Juastine Otis. _ = A L 14

Pzl B. L. Nowland was married to Nannle Glover, a daughter of John .

' :B. Glover, one tims State Treasurer of Indlama. Mr. end Mrs. Paul B. L.
 Nowland were the parents of three dzughters: Edna G., wno is now a teach-
er in Arsenal Teéhnlcal High School, Indimapolls; Charlotte, who is now

Mrs: Emll B. Mills; and Nannle, who is now Mrs, W. R. Hatton. Paul B. L.
Wowlsand dled In 1889. ' -

©  Eawin B. Nowland was marrled to Helen Raymond, a daughter of the Rev.

Charles H. and Mary J. (Underwood) Raymond.  The Rev. Charles H. Raymond
was.pastor of Presbyterim Churches in Pemmsylvanla, Ohio and Indlama. He

becane pastor of the Seventh Presbyterian Church of Indianapolis in May,.
1871. One dmghter, Florence, was born to Ir. and Mrs. Edwin R. Nowland.
Florence Nowland became the wife of 0. W. Pavidson, of Portland, Oregon,
and to them were born two children, Orlando and Helen. Edwin R, Nowland

dled September 1l. 1928. T e

Haria Justine Otis Nowlmd was elucated inm the public schools znd In
Bautler College, Indlmapolis, Indiana. She has always reslded in the fam-
11y homs, 1114 FNorth Dearborn Street, Indiamapolls. Miss Kowland has the
distinctlon of having been longest a member of the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution of all present members of that organlzation in Indiana.

She has been a member of the Society of Indiana Ploneers since that soci-

ety was founded in 1916. ' ..

- Jomm Henry Byrme Nowlend passed away Augast 1, 1899, at the age of

‘6.  His widow, Amella Theresa (Smitn) Nowland, was called by death Jan-

wary 28, 1902, aged B2.

Mr. Nowland saw the straggling 1ittle backwoods hzmlet of Indianap-
olis grow Into a splendid, far-spreading, modern olty.  Tall tuildings
of stone md steel nOW stand whare the rude log cabins of the pettlers
dotted the landscape and broad asphalted avenues stretch where once the
gust lay thick In strests of bare earth. Mr. Nowland sew the tramsitlon
of primitlve ways into a new order. 7The steam rallroad, the telegraph,
the telephone, the electrlic 1ight, the talking machine, electric street
cars and many other wonders camé withln. the span of his 1llfetime. The
automobile, the flying machine, the miracle of radio, camé afterward.
His pen was stilled too soon. He made rmch of the material he had. Wwith
the vast infinlitude of subject matter now he might have wrought master-

pleces of the chronlicler’'s art.
February, 1934
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