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Lovell Hoyt Parsons

. Lovell. Hoyt Parsons, a descendent of Hendricks County ploneers, was borm:
Deéember 2/, 1890 in, the county.. He was a son of James Wilson and Julia: Ann
Perkins Parsons.. He had one brother, Herman, born July 24, 1892 and died
May 14, 1959. i

Tovell received his formal education in the local public schools.. He was
tavught. industry and thrift by parents who practiced these virtues..

Tovell served in the United States Army during World War I from June 21,
1918 until April 26, 19I9.. |

On August 18, 1920, Iovell married Marie Pauline Haydem. The Parsons!
residence is on the county line road north of State Road # 36, where the par-—
ents moved in 1906,.

Tovell retired from his employment at the Hoosier Box Manufacturing Gom;»
pany in Indianapolis in 1958. He also worked‘several years for the Hendricks
County Highway Department. He was handy with tools and was a good gardener.

Lovell belonged to the American Legion Post # 118 at Danville.

He was a member of the Shiloh:United Methodist Church where he quietly
rendered service according to his ability as long as he was able,

For many years he also consistantly honored the Soldiers of Shiloh by par—
ticipating in the placing of the Flag at their graves on Memorial Daye |

Tovell had a decided sense of humor, was keenly interested in activities
in the vicinity and was a congenial neighbor and friend.. A dependable and
responsible citizen he will be missed many times for the many services he per-
formed as long as his health permitted..

Lovell leaves the widow Marie, the daughter Virginiaz, the som=in~law

Howard Martin, Jr., the grandson Scott and grand daughter Linda..
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Introduction to Recreation of November 5, 2000, illustrated talk

“Adrian A. Parsons and the Soybean”

The following is a recreation of a talk entitled “Adrian Parsons and the
Soybean” delivered by me, Lee Parsons, a great-grandson, on November 5,
2000, for the Hendricks County Historical Society, at one of its regular
meetings held at the Hendricks County Government Center at 355 South
Washington Street in Danville, Indiana. | was introduced by Betty Bartley,
president of the Society, who originally tendered the invitation to speak in
January 2000.

This recreation utilizes the same slide illustrations in the same
sequence as the original talk. The narration is based on notes prepared for
the talk, which include some additional comments and elaborations which
were not offered in the original presentation.

Informational sources for this presentation include the following:

»

reminiscences related to me in my youth by my father, Edgar
Barker Parsons, who was born in 1905, was nearly 24 years old
when his grandfather Adrian died in 1929, and was intimately
acquainted with Adrian through living and farming in close
proximity;

interviews with other grandchildren who knew him, including
Virginia Parsons Vapor, who spent her first 8 years in Adrian’s
household, and who now owns and lives at his homeplace, Lynn
Parsons, and Lee Marshall Parsons (son of Gilbert); and with
great-grandchildren who related second-hand reminiscences,
including Charles Parsons (son of Tan) and John O. Parsons
(son of Don);

extensive archival and library research, including examination of
files of farm publications, including The Indiana Farmer, Indiana
Farmer's Guide, Country Gentleman, Wallace's Farmer, The
Prairie Farmer [Indiana and lllinois editions], Proceedings of the
Americal Soybean Association and Soybean Digest, some back
as far as the 1880s; various local and regional newspapers;
archival holdings in the Purdue University Special Collections
relating to the Purdue Agricultural Experimental Station;
archival holdings in the National Archives, Washington, D.C.,
and College Park, Maryland, relating to agricultural records of
the USDA Bureau of Plant Industry, and Adrian’s Civil War



The Indiana Prairie Farmer

August 25, 1928

Volume 100, Number 34, page 24

Indiana’s Pioneer Soybeaner

A. A. Parsons, 82-year old Hendricks county, Indiana, farmer is the pioneer soybean
grower of the state. He started to grow soys 37 years ago after having several failures with
clover. He experimented around with all kinds of legumes before finding soybeans fitted in with
his rotation. He says that he almost succeeded with hairy vetch before trying soybeans.

When he started with soys the only three varieties known in America were Early Yellow,
Medium Late, and Very Late. He grew the first two varieties for 20 years before better varieties
were selected. When he first started with soys he tried for three years to inoculate beans with
clover inoculation and finally sent to Manhattan, Kansas, for dirt for inoculation. “Folks thought I
was crazy,” he said. “Later when I decided to grow sweet clover I wrote to Professor Latta at
Purdue University and asked him for some advice on the crop. He wrote back ‘that if T had a
plant of it on the farm that the best thing to do was to pull it up immediately.”

Parsons has six sons and they have all been soybean growers. Parsons has made several
selections of bean varieties that are proving satisfactory in Indiana. In spite of his age he is still
anxious to learn about beans and was one of the interested visitors at the Edmondson farm
meeting in Hendricks county, on August 15.

[This was a sidebar article, that included a photograph of Adrian A. Parsons apparently taken at
the time of the interview, which was placed at the end of a longer article entitled “In Pioneer
Soybean Country” (pages 11 and 22) written by Indiana Prairie Farmer managing editor Floyd
Keepers. This article recounted the August 15, 1928, regional field meeting held at the “Wampus
Farm” of J. Ben Edmondson, located 1 1/2 miles southwest of Hazelwood, Indiana, in Hendricks
County, with about 250 people in attendance. This was one of four such conclaves held at farms
around Indiana that day in conjunction with the ninth annual meeting of the American Soybean
Association. The longer article on the Hendricks County field meeting focused primarily on the
local promotional group The Mid-State Soybean Association and the experience of the
Edmondsons and allied Hendricks and Morgan County growers. Though not reported on in any
other way, in the farm papers, local newspapers, or the Proceedings of the American Soybean
Association, one local newspaper notice indicates that Adrian A. Parsons delivered a talk during
the afternoon session at the Edmondson farm entitled “Pioneering in Soybeans” (Plainfield
(Indiana) Messenger, August 16, 1928).]




/‘

0/«’?/41%

PARSONS REUNION

I -

Family Reunion June 22,

June 22, 2002

Adrian & Mary Parsons

John & Vicki Parsons
1366 W. US 40
Clayton, IN 46118
(317) 539-6691

John & Phyllis Parsons
5676 S. CR 200E
Clayton, IN 46118
(317) 539-6680

Virginia Vapor
1738 S. CR 625E
Avon, IN 46123
(317) 839-3082

150 Years of Parsons in Indiana

1852 TO 2002
150 YEARS OF PARSONS IN INDIANA
PARSONS REUNION
JUNE 22, 2002
Dear Parsons Family Member,

It’s time to plan to attend the Parsons Reunion on June 22, 2002 at Virginia Parsons
Vapor’s home (WA PA KE WAY Farm). We hope you can all be there to join in the fun and
talk about what you know about our PARSONS FAMILY. Once again, we are planning to
have a photographer for a group photo to be taken around 1:00 PM. We hope to have some
games for the kids and genealogy for all of you who are interested. Also, Lee Parsons and Vir-

ginia Vapor have some old Parsons pictures that need to be identified. They will have them at

the reunion. Please bring your old pictures and other mementoes of by gone days. If you have

any pictures that need to be identified and you think they may be connected to the family,

please bring them and maybe someone there can help.

We are having a pitch-in lunch and would appreciate any help. We will be providing
cold meats and drinks. For information contact John Jr. or Phyllis.

We are looking forward to Cousin Lee telling about Adrian’s influence in the wide
spread use of soy beans. Few things have changed American farming more than this. Please
help spread the word so we can once again have a great turn out of Parsons descendants.

We also welcome suggestions. Please let us know what you liked or didn’t like about
other reunions you have attended, not just Parsons’ ones.

Please join us rain or shine, because we have a large barn to reminisce in if the weather

doesn’t cooperative fully.




- “teach a new generation who th
- !.ancestors were and what their:
| ancestorsdid. . 4 A o Lk i
" . Members of the Parsons family recently gathered at thé Washington ownship fatm ‘Where Adrian
i A. Parsons (b. 1846, d. 1929) settled aﬁer'the.Civil\War.-,.r.Adrian’s granddaughter, Virginia Parsons
. Vapor still lives on the homestead. Located on a biuff, surtounded by trees, the farm itself is an island;
“ of history in a sea of housing developments. The house, barns and outbuildings are reminders of an.’
" agricultural past that has all but vanished in this part of thé coumty, . ' . .
" After the noon meal, the Parsons_clan gathersd »gs ~
.- beneath a'shade tree in the barn lot to tell the stories that
‘have. been passed down through the family., Names of
' ancestors dead for a century are ‘spoken, memories are
~shared. .| A group of children re-enact the. family’s
- heroic tale, the story of Adrian’s experience dhiring the’ §

'

- Civil War. The narrator repeats the story that has been’
“told for generations: how Adrian was wounded on a,
scouting mission near Franklin, Tennessee;. how his:

- fellow soldiers left him for dead at an abandoned cabin

- how he lay wounded in the woods for four days, drag-:
- ging himselfto a spring for water; how.on the fifth day,
a member of his unit returned and took him to a cottol

" shed where members of the Christian Commission ha
created a makeshift hospital.. “And on Christmas Day,.

~ before he was transferred to a Nashville hospital, the
-~ nurses came and gave him something to-¢at,” the narra-
tor said, “something that tasted so delicious, Adrian:
~vowed to have on Christmas Day for- the rest of his:
life...” The children in the skit looked thoughtful then
‘shouted the answer: “Oyster sop!”, " = - o L .
*. Last December, several members of the Patsons farily made pilgrimage to Tennéssee, to revisit the
- places of Adrian’s Civil War experience, A special presentation was made, giving each pilgrim a com-
> memorative walking stick, completed with an embedded minnie ball and a carving of & Union soldier
G LODL o i
" Adrian Parsbris:Hurried s’ thrm'ateF tho Waeh 1A' Tl K tiiportat SBme “yab !
-~Japan and began to experiment with the little-known crop.’ For decades he worked to develop the soy-!
- bean as a livestock feed, much to the ridicule of other farmers. . Today, he is recognized as a pioneer in,
"“what has been conte the county’s most important crop: For the Parsons family, his story is orte of man
"that i told and refold to children; who'at first listen, thien eventually begin to tell the story themselves: -

-

v :
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- PRIESONS _ Edm i<y
| Ancesor FAMILY UNIT CH . |
JegosTen CHART sreranen sy JON W. GOODMAN pate SEPTEMEBS 1989
Hugsano JOHN PARSONS OCCUPATION MHMMMAWE[ O _w<
i DATE — DAY, MONTH, YEAR CITY COUNTY STATE or COUNTRY
Christened
Married
Died DEEP RIVER deHHhm.OﬁwU NoCARQOLINA
Buried
FATHER OTHER WIVES:
MOTHER
<<:um maiden name b>UK Obemmw“ﬂzm demmmmK
Born ABOUT 1717 ENGLAND
Christened o
Died . - MARYLAND
Buried
FATHER
OTHER HUSBANDS:
MOTHER
X |SEX CHILDREN BIRTH BIRTHPLACE . DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE DATE OF DEATH
|\|| M/F |Living, Adopted, Dead—In Order of Birth | Day Month Year City Oo?:?. “n”.\OQ. Name of Spouse City County State/Country
i 1 MARY |RUTH GREEN _ 1833 FEBRUARY
M | GEORGE PARSONS ABOUT 1740 LAND GUILFORD CO, N.C,
EEERE MARY
F | A GIRL 1742 LAND
N MARY
F A GIRL 1745 LAND
1 MARY
M . JOHN PARSONS ABQUT 1750 LAND

16

il

12

13

14

FH50—-A COPYRIGHT 1982 GIBBS PUBLISHING COMPANY, P.O. Box 112, Napoleon, OH 43545



Ancestoi

FAMILY UNIT CHART

| pnes N
ST PREPARED BY ' JON W. GOODMAN oaTe AUGUST 1989 B
- HUSBAND GEORGE PARSONS OCCUPATION LANDOWNER/FARMER mumwﬂ.h;r mnﬁ_sq_rm,«
, ' DATE — DAY, MONTH, YEAR CITY COUNTY STATE or COUNTRY
__Born ABOUT 1740 B MARYLAND e
o Chyristened
o Mared ) 1764 —
. Died FEBRUARY 1833 GREENSBORO _GUILFORD | NoCAROLINA_ .
Buried
FATHER JOHN PARSONS
- - — | oTHER wivEs:
MOTHER CATHERINE WEATHERRBY b
<<=nm malden name RIUTH GREEN '
Born ABQUT 1742 NoCAROLINA
Christened
" "Died -
Buried -
FATHER
MOTHER OTHER HUSBANDS:
- X |sex CHILDREN BIRTH BIRTHPLACE DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE DATE OF DEATH
v _IM/F |Living, Adopted, Dead—In Order of Birth Month Year City County | St./Cty. Name of Spouse City County  Siate/Country
1
—IM | JOHN PARSONS 1765 | DEEP RIVER | ROWAN |N.C. DEAD BY 1815 -
|| z ELEANOR_BARTLEY
M qube>z PARSONS 1767 | DEEP RIVER | ROWAN N.C. [o.7 =0 1702 1814
— MARY
M ,annannn PARSONS JR 1769 | DEEP RIVER | ROWAN IN.C. 1843
— MARY FIELDS GUILFORD CO.
£ _Im JAMES _PARSONS 27 JAN 1771 | DEEP RIVER | GLFRDIN.C. 11794 15 FEB 1857
— 3 PATIENCE FIELDS
M am<Hz PARSONS 1775 | DEEP RIVER | GLFRD |N.C. 23 DECEMBER 1799
_ THA CUILFQRD._CO —
M | THOMAS PARSONS 1799 | DEEP RIVER | GLFRD |N.C. wwmb 30 SEPT 1829 NOV 1341
L 7 JOHN WELBORN
_|E azwwm PARSONS 1783 | DEEP RIVER | GLFRD|N.C. |30 MAY 1800 1818
_ : JANE WOLFINGTON ] B
|i‘ﬁilwwOWMWH PARSONS 1789 | DEEP RIVER | GLFRD|N.C. 27 NOVEMBER 1813
_— PR JOHN PARKER 19 APR 1866 _
—|F {;CATHARINE QCT 1790 | DEEP RIVER | GLFRDIN.C NEW. WINCHESTER,
- INDIANA
e R EORRBINS Tnbn:u/:.ﬁumu
- ~HENDRICKS CO
L 12 SOURCE: PARKER-PARSON$-THRIFT
i3 GENEALOGY. .
— DEPARTMENT ARCHIVES & HISTORY -
7 RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA
— GUILFORD CO. WILLS & MARRIAGES L

{  FH60-A COPYRIGHT 1982 GIBBS PUBLISHING COMPANY, P.O. flox 112, Napoleon, OH 435456
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SHKWm%Fr preparep sy YON W. GOODMAN niqmbcmcme 1989
"HUSBAND  JAMES PARSONS occurarion FARMER-MILLWRIGHT ANCESTRAL ONIT 2
DATE — DAY, MONTH, YEAR CiTY COUNTY STATE or COUNTRY
__Born 27 JANUARY 1771 GREENSBORO-DEEP RIVER ROWAN NoCARQOLINA METHODIST-QUAKER
__ Christened ABOLETIoNTaT
. Married | 1794
Died 15 FEBRUARY 1857 GREENSBORO-PARSONS MILL {|GUILFQRD NoCAROLINA
Buried ERENEZER _METHQDIST CEM FAIRFIFRLD RANDOILPH NoCARQOIL.INA
FATHER = CEQRGE_PARSONS . T T -
MOTHER RUTH GREEN OTHER WIVES: #2 MARY BARNARD 29 MARCH 1821 OGPWMW
WIFE maiden name MARY FIELDS
Born 24 SEPTEMBER 1770 SEDGEFIELD ROWAN NOoCAROLINA
Christened .
Died 30 JANUARY 1820 GREENSBORQ-PARSONS MILL|GUILFORD - |NoCAROLTNA —
Buried EBENEZER METHODIST CEM FAIRFIELD RANDQLPH NOCARQT. TNA
FATHER JOSEPH FIELDS OTHER HUSBANDS:
MOTHER LYDIA JULIAN
X [SEX CHILDREN BIRTH BIRTHPLACE DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE DATE OF DEATH
|,\|| M/F | Living, Adopted, Dead—in QOrder of Birth | Day Month Year City County St./Cty. Name of Spouse City County  State/Country
] 1 : ROBERT STEWART MISSOURI
F RUTH 9 JULY 1795 |GREENSBORO GLFRD|N.C.{1 AUGUST 1811 7 APRIL 1819
L 2 ELIZABETH McNIDER MISSOURI
II.Z JOSEPH 5 JULY 1797 |GREENSBORO GLFRD|N.C.|28 NOVEMBER 1814 7 APRII 1818
s 3 : MISSQURI
M GEQRGE 13 APRIL 1799 IGREENSBORO GLFRD|N.C. 14 SEPT 1825
—_— 4 DAVID ANDERSON_THRIFT | DANVILLE, INDIANA
F LYDIA 11 APRII 1801 IGREENSBORO GLFRDIN.C.117 MARCH 1820 4 NQVEMBER_ 1859
I! s MISSOURT
M WILLIAM 12_APRII. 1803 |GREENSBQRO GLFRD|N.C. 14 _SEPTEMRBER_182%
. 6 THOMAS KIRKMAN MISSQURI
__IF JANE 2 MARCH 1805 GREENSBORO GLFRD |[N.C. |7 _MAY 1823 14 _SEPT 1825
7 FREDERICK ELLIOTT HOUSTON, MISSOURI
F MALINDA 8 FEB 1807 GREENSBORO GLFRD |N.C. {13 DECEMBER 1828 25 JANUARY 1876
L 8 . . |MARY ABANATHA THRIFT | THOMAS, IDAHO .
M JAMES WILLIAM JR. 25 DEC 1808 GREENSBORO GLFRD|N.C.}14 JULY 1826 22 JUNE 1887
. s REBECCA WALKER GEORGIA
M ELI 19 DEC 1810 GREENSBORO GLFRD|N.C. |28 DECEMBER 1832
. 10 . JANE MARIAH STANFORD | DEMING, INDIANA
X M PETER FIELDS 20 DEC 1812 GREENSBORO GLFRD |N.C.|5 JUNE 1833 26 DECEMBER 1893
N : ELIZA CROW IOWA.
M - GREEN McDONALD 13 JUN 1815 GREENSBORO GLFRD|N,.C,. |7 FEBRUARY 1849
N SOURCES: _JAMES PARSONS' WILL
GUILFORD CO. MARRIAGE I|BONDS
I I VOL. I 1771-1840 vol. II 1840-1868 -
. PARKER-PARSONS-THRIFT |GENEALQGY
(OVER) )



LOS Ten

FAMILY UNIT CHART

Ord. Compl. preparep By JON W. GOODMAN oate AUGUST 1989
HUSBAND __ JAMES PARSONS .occupation FARMER_MILLWRIGHT  charts - UNT 7
) DATE — DAY, MONTH, YEAR CITY COUNTY STATE or COUNTRY
po |27 JANUARY 1771 DEEP RIVER GUILFORD N.C.
Christened o J o~ 7
Muied | 29 MARCH 1821 " | "DEEP_RIVER _ GUILFORD N.C. _
Died _ 15 FEBRUARY 1857 DEEP_RIVER GUILFORD____|N.C.
FaThER  GEORGE_PARSONS OTHER WIVES: _
MOTHER RUTH_GREEN "~ #1 MARY FIELDS SEPT -JANUARY 1820 _
<.<=um maiden name 3>mm w>mz>mo AﬂC\wmﬂm“mv ) - l
ﬁ Boin L4, SEPTEMBER 1791 | -
, Christened
Died 112 JUNE 1876 PLAINFIELD HENDRICKS | INDIANA )
Buried SUGAR GROVE CEMETERY
FATHER  LIBNI BARNABD. 1765-1828 : O
oTHiE ANY MAGY Hﬂmmleww OTHER HUSBANDS: 4
X |SEX CHILDREN | BIRTH BIRTHPLACE DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE DATE OF DEATH
v |M/F|Living, Adopted, Dead—in Order of Birth | Day Month Year City County S$t./Cty. Name of Spouse City County  State/Country
_ ! . SABAH GOSSETT 1870 MISSOURT
M m.mmz.;sz FRANKLIN 17 APRIL 1822 DEEP RIVER| GLFRD |N.C. 5 APRII, 1842
w F | POLLY 23 AUG 1824| DEEP RIVER| GLFRD IN.C. . 10 AUGUST 1828 N.C
. 3 | ELVIBRA C. SWAIN | SEPT 1875 PLAINFIELD
M | NELSON YANCEY 7 SEP __1826{ DEEP RIVER| GLFRD N.C.l4 DECEMBER 1845 HENDRICKS CQ., IND.
] ! . CAPT. JAMES LOWE
| F ..m3>w_hm> ANN 22 SEP 1828| DEEP RIV GLFBD [N.C.112 JUNE 1848
4 M | ELIHU COALMAN 17 JULY 1831] DEEP RIVER| GLFRD|N.C. 27 DECEMBER 18131
1 ° | IRENA_ARMFIELD 19 SEPT 1862 PLAINFI]
_|M_{_RUBEN FITCH 4 OCT 1833! DEEP RIVER| GLFRDIN.C.|s5 JANUARY 185l HENDRBICKS CO. IND.
) 7 . . - |ALFRED BISHOP FOX #1 [1911
_IF m.pzx ELIZA 22 FEB 18136/ DEEP RIVER Obwwb z.o. ALFRED SWAIN #2

”,

10

11

12

13

14
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FAMILY URIEI CHAKY

\JWWNW%ar prerarep sy _JON W. GOODMAN oate AUGUST 1989
HUSBAND _PETER FIELDS PARSONS occueation FARMER ChaRT 5 Unir 7
) DATE — DAY, MONTH, YEAR CiTY COUNTY STATE or COUNTRY
Bomm 120 DECEMBER 1812 PARSONSMILL, DEEP RIVER | GUILFORD N.C.
Christened
Married lm JUNE 1833 GUILFORD N.C.
._.Died 26 _DECEMBER 1893 JACKSON TOWNSHIP HAMILTON - _INDIANA
Buried .EHHZWH_M memmA CEMETERY JACKSON TOQWNSHTIP HAMITTON TNDTANA
@Wﬁ,ﬂmﬂ ZWWHMWW%WWZM OTHER WIVES: %N SARAH COUCH
<<:nm maiden name szm Ewam mmﬁbzm‘_omo
Born 12 JANUARY 1812
) murlﬂm:ma
Died 25 MAY 1852 N.C.
Buried
yﬂu\wﬁImI OTHER HUSBANDS:
MOTHER )

X |SEX CHILDREN BIRTH BIRTHPLACE DATE OF FIRST _<_>mm_>mum . DATE OF DEATH
7 M/F |Living, Adopted, Dead—In Order of Birth | Day Month Year City County |St./Cty. Name of Spouse City County  State/Country
! : 31 MAR 1863 UNION
~ M| JOSEPH MARION 16 APR 1834PARSONSMILL |GLFRD | N.C.| UNMARRIED ARMY HOSPITAL, VA
z NANCY LOOKABAUGH
—| M| GREEN McDONALD 1 NOV 1835PARSONSMILL |GLFRD |N.C.[16 MAY 1841
3 AMELIA BARKER 16 AUGUST 1915
X| M| WILLIAM MILTON 6 OCT 1837 PARSONSMILLGLFRD |N.C.| 29 OCTOBER 1868 ROCK, KANSAS
3 JOHN SMITH
s‘ml;ixwwﬂm»;mmszc>,;f:_szmiwmmilwmuwm>wmozmzhbb GLFRD |N.C.| 25 AUGUST 18KL
) s RACHEL NOREL 25 JANUARY 1878
| M| MONTREVILLE ELFONSO 12 MAY 1841PARSONSMILL IGLFRD N.C.|1 JANUARY 18647 HAMILTON CO, IND,
- ¢ ELIZA M. SALLEE 1906
I M| __HIBAM ALSON 20 APR 31 843PARSONSMILL |GLFRD | N.C.l 4 NOVEMRBER 1844 MOUNTAIN VIEW. oX.
) 7 ” ISAAC NEWBY 29 SEPTEMBER 1015
| F| MARY IRENE 1 JUN 1847PARSONSMILL [GLFRD | N.C.| 29 JANUARY 1868 NOBLESVILLE, IND.
‘ § | MARY CAROLINE PARSONS| 17 JANUARY Hmmm::.-
|-M|_ PETER_McBRIDE |24 FEB _1851PARSONSMILL |GLFRD | N.C.l 9 FEBRUARY 1874 HAMILTON CO. IND,

10

N B}

SOURCE: JOHN E, PARSO

NS BIBLE

IDS CHURCH IGI FILES

12

HAMILTON CO, INDIANA H

MERYL PARSONS DAVIS

ISTORICAL SOCIETY . _

13

QCK_ KANSAS

14
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B LBLAEML R wivad UNRAAR R

o prepAreD By _ JON W. GOODMAN oAaTeAUGUST 1989
ANCESTRAL FAMILY
-HUSBAND PETER FIELDS PARSONS occuraTion FARMER & CARPENTER CHART # UNIT #
DATE — DAY, MONTH, YEAR CiTY COUNTY STATE or COUNTRY
~_Born 20 DECEMBER 1812 PABRSONSMILL-DEEP RIVER GUILFORD No.CAROLINA| QUAKER
Christened
Maiea | 17 JANUARY 1858 INDIANA _
_ Died 26 DECEMBER 1893 JACKSON TOWNSHIP HAMILTON INDIANA
Buried HINKLE CREEK CEMETERY JACKSON TOWNSHIP HAMILTON INDIANA
FATHER ~ JAMES PARSONS _ . ,
MOTHER _ MARY FIELDS OTHERWIVES: 40 JANE STANFORD :
WIFE maigen name SARAH (SALLIE) COUCH
Born 30 NOVEMBER 1822 GUILFORD No.CAROLINA| QUAKER
Christened -
Died 16 AUGUST 1898 HAMILTON INDIANA _
Buried HINKLE CREEK CEMETERY JACKSON TOWNSHIP HAMILTON INDIANA
(EATHER JAMES COUCH OTHER HUSBANDS:
MOTHER SALLY FEDWARDS
X [SEX CHILDREN BIRTH BIRTHPLACE DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE DATE OF DEATH
IMI M/F | Living, Adopted, Dead—In Order of Birth | Day Month Year City County |St./Cty. Name of Spouse City County  State/Country
1T JAMES ELZEVAN LIZZTE VESTAL 10 MAY 1940
M LEROY PARSONS 9 DEC 1858 PUTNAM|{IND, | 1889 FEBRUARY 20 SHERIDAN, IND,
. HAMIL- SARAH LUCENA PARSONS | 1936
M ELTI OLIVER PARSONS 8 MAY 1851 TON IND.| 1892 QKI.LAHOMA CTITY OKILA.,
- 3 LYDTA ANN REESE 23 AUGUST 1894
M JOHN ADRIAN LINCOLN 8 JUN 1863 IND.]| 19 DECEMEER 1888 HAMILTON CQ,. IND,
4
5
[
7
— 8
T e
- 10
I B B !
— 12 SOURCE: HAMILTON CO. |INDIANA HISTORICAL
- SOCIETY,
— EDNA COUCH OKLAHOMA GITY, OKT.AHOMA
3 MERYT., PARSONS DAVIS, ROCK, KANSAS

FH50—A COPYRIGHT 1982 GIBBS PUBLISHING COMPANY, P.O. Box 112, Napoleon, OH 43545
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Ord. Compl. prerarep BY _JUN W, GOODMAN oate AUGUST 1989 B
HUSBAND WILLIAM MILTON PARSONS occupation FARMER cuany g o7 8
’ CATE — DAY, MONTH, YEAR CITY COUNTY STATE or COUNTRY
Born 6 OCTOEER 1837 PARSONS WNILL, DEEP RIVER|GUILFORD NoCAROLINA | REPUBLICAN
:O::ﬂm:ma : methb»Z
Mared |29 OCTOBEH 1869~~~ 77 |ROXTEY HAM1LTON INDIANA BROWN HAIR .
ped | 16 AUGUST 197% ROCK COWLEY KANSAS BLUE EYES
Buried WIDENER CEMETERY ROCK COWLEY KANSAS FAIR COMPI.EX1ON
ATHER  PETER FIEIDS FARSONS OTHER WIVES: s-FEE] 10-INCHES
rotHER  JANE MARTAH STANFORD
<<:nm maiden name >3m.HLH> W>I?mm
Born 31 DECEMBER 1845 IOWA BROTHER: FEVal _
Christened 5 JUNRE 1840_ B
Died 20 MAY 1924 ROCK COWLEY KANSAS 5 FEBRUARY 19013 .
Buried WIDENER CEMETERY ROCK COWLEY KANSAS
ATHER RICHanD EARKER .
0THER " AMELTA BEASON OTHER HUSBANDS: )
N SEX CHILDREN L BIRTH BIRTHPLACE DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE DATE OF DEATH
M/F | Living, Adopted, Dead—In Order of Birth ONU !goir Year City County |St./Cty. Name of Spouse City County  State/Country
B ! HAMIL. PHILEGM D. SMITH 7 APRIL 1959 ]
|LF | MARY LANDRA (NORA) 15 AUG 1870 |ROXLEY TON IND. |13 DECEMRER 1830 ROCK, KANSAS
- 2 HAMIL- CHARLES STAGE 21 NOVEMBER 1962
| F | _ANISE 154DOE (ANNA) 29 DEC 1871 |ROXLEY TON IND. |4 JUNE 189 ROCK, KANSAS
- ’ HAMIL - 13 APRIL 1873
M| JESSE FIELDS 13 APR 1873 [BOXLEY TON IND, BOXIFY, TNDIANA
& ! HAMIL- DATSY BROWN 1L JaNUARY 1970
M| _JOHN EVERETT 19 JUN 1875 IBOXLEY TOl IND,. |7 SEPTEMRER 1912 ROCK, KANSAS
- 5 HAMIL- 13 DECEMBER 1235
_F| _ELIZA AIICE 5 MAR 1877 [BOXLEY TON IND. ROCK, KANSAS
) § R_JULY 1908
M| PETER ELFONZO 9 M&Y 18729 [ROCK COWLEY | KAN. BOCK, KANSAS
7 JAMES THOMAS GOFF 10 _DECEMBER_ 1209
B ZORA _FRANCIS Q_QCT 1881 ROCK COWIEY | KAN 24 JANUARY 19200 ROCK KANSAS
8 N : 17 OCTOBER 1885 ]
M) MILTON (TWIN) 11 SEF 1385 |ROCK COWLEY |KAN. ROCK, KANSAS
E 17 OCTOBER 1885 B
| MLLEORD (ITWIN) 11 5:£P 1885 |ROCK COWLEY |KAN., ROCK, . KANSAS
i1
12
13
14

“H50-A COPYRIGHT 1982 GIBBS PUBLISHING COMPANY, P.O. Box 112, Napoleon, OH 43545



| Ancestor FAMILY UNIT CHART .
.\uwm,nw MMU.,.E. , preparep sy JON W, GOODMAN oate SEFTEMERER 1991 .
, . L SANTA FE RLZILROAD ANCESTRAL EAMILY
-HUSBAND JOHN EVERETT PARSONS occupaTion STOWMAN CHART # UNIT #
DATE — DAY, MONTH, YEAR CITY COUNTY STATE or COUNTRY
__Born 19 JUNE 1875 EOXLEY HaMITTON TNDIANA REPURLICAN
_ Christened , UNTIED METRODIST
. Married 7 SEPTEMEER 1912 WINFIELD COWLAY KANSAS TNDTANA NATTONAL _
Died 14 JANUARY 1970 WINBTIELD COWL Y KANSAS GUARD 1208 .
Buried WIDENER CEMETERY ROCK COWT Y KANSAS -
FATHERWILLTAM MILTON FARSONS OTHER wives: 72 VIRGIE EVELYN waLLIS , .
MOTHER AMETTA BARKER :
WIFE maigen name DELPHENE EOVIA (DAISY BROWN )
Born 6 AUGUST 1878 Mal.ONE FRANKLIN NEW YORK
Christened _
Died 21 OCTOBER 1924 WICHITA SEDGEWICK KANSAS
Buried WIDENER CEMETERY ROCK COWIwY KANSAS
FATHER MTCHAFRL. RQVIA OTHER HUSBANDS:
MOTHER  ~rpayTA
f.v.Allmmx CHILDREN BIRTH BIRTHPLACE DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE DATE OF DEATH
v |M/F |Living, Adopted, Dead—In Order of Birth Day Month Year City County St./Cty. Name of Spouse City County  State/Country
o 1 RALPH WALDO GOUDMAN 24 JANUARY 19Rg
B ALTENE LaBUVIA 11 AUGUST 113 ROCK COWLEY |KAaAN.!30 JUNE 1942
5 -
3
4
5
3
7
fl 8
]
10
11
_ 12 SOURCE: PARSONS_BaRKHR FaMiLY HISTORY
BY FERN HOLMES PARSONS
—] 13 JOHN_F. PARSONS RIRLH ]
. - mbxﬁozwimmozz VMARBTIAGH CrRTIRTCAT
— EHOWN DEATH CERTIR{CAE _
AT TN PARSONS KIRTH JBERTIFICATH
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Listed September 30, 2014

Adrian A. Parsons’ farmstead
in Avon, Indiana, the site of our
biennial family reunions, has
been entered on the National
Register of Historic Places as of
September 30, 2014. Listing on
the separate Indiana Register of
Historic Sites and Structures
occurred on July 23, 2014, the
date that the Indiana Historic
Preservation Review Board
considered and approved the
nominations for both Registers.

It’s Official!

ADRIAN A. PARSONS FARMSTEAD ENTERED ON
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Virginia Parsons Vapor Receives National Register Certificate

The National Register of
Historic Places is this nation’s
official list of historic places
that embody significant aspects
of our cultural heritage and are
worthy of preservation. It was
authorized under the National
Historic Preservation Act of
1966, and is maintained by the
National Park Service of the
U.S. Department of the Interior.

In Indiana the National Park

Service delegates authority for
administering National Register
listings to the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR).

Ordinarily, the official
certificates for National and State
listings are awarded annually to
all new listees of the preceding
year during Heritage Day at the
Indiana State Fair in August.

However, in this instance DNR
1

kindly offered to present the
certificates early.

In a visit to the Adrian A.
Parsons Farmstead on Saturday,
December 6, 2014, Mr. Paul
Diebold, with DNR’s Division
of Historic Preservation and
Archeology, presented the
National and State Register
certificates to Virginia Parsons
Vapor, in the presence of her
son Curt, granddaughter Leslie,
and other Parsons kin.




e

it

A PERSONAL MESSAGE
L R RS
! 58

representative of the Indiana
State Government who visited the
farm to present the award.

It was great to see so many
family members take interest and
participate in this event, an event
culminating a three year process
to create the documentation, have
it reviewed, then subsequently

1 approved by State and Federal

DNR’s Paul Diebold,
Curt & Leslie Vapor Ratliff,
Virginia Parsons Vapor

Editor’s Note:

Curt Vapor is the son of Rudy
and Virginia Parsons Vapor, a
grandson of Chet and Hazel
Miller Parsons, and a great-
grandson of Adrian and Mary
Fox Parsons.

The Adrian A. Parsons
farmstead today stands as a
place of family celebration and a
monument to a person important
to Indiana agriculture thanks to
the enormous effort, trouble, and
expense expended over the years
by Virginia, Rudy and Curt for
its preservation and maintenance.

Curt shares his heartfelt
sentiments on this auspicious
occasion.

12/20/2014

To: Adrian Parsons’ descendants
From: Curt Vapor

Subject: The Parsons family
farm recognized on the National
Register of Historical Places

Recently the Parsons’ family
farm was added to the National
Register of Historic Places.

Many members of the Parsons
family came to be a part of the
presentation, made by a

Government Officials.

Most of the Parsons family are
well aware of Adrian Parsons’
role in bringing soybeans to
Indiana. While soybeans are now
a prolific crop in Indiana, it is
important to recognize Adrian’s
pioneering vision in
experimenting with what was
then an unknown commodity.

Awareness of Adrian Parsons’
accomplishments has been fueled
by the impressive work and
documentation of Lee Parsons.
The soybean story itself,
combined with Lee’s research,
interest and diligent efforts are
THE reason the Parsons’ family
farm is now included in the
National Registry.

The process began three years
ago, when my Mom, Lee and I
had a conversation about
pursuing this recognition for the
Parsons’ family farm. We
discussed what it means to be
part of the National Register,
including the two key benefits
such recognition brings:

1) The farm cannot be broken
apart by eminent domain;

2) The work and
accomplishments of Adrian
Parsons and his family are
documented and gain official
recognition.

We decided to pursue
registration, and now I’ll look
back and share a more personal
perspective.

Growing up I was privileged to
know my Parsons Grandparents
and be around them often. In my
Grandparents’ later years my
Mom was at the farm almost
every day, and sometimes my
Dad and I went along too,
especially on weekends. On
many weekends, when it wasn’t
baseball season, we’d work with
my Granddad (Adrian’s son, Chet
Parsons) on farm projects. As a
result I got to know my
Grandparents well.

As I became an adult I found it
very comforting to be related to
my Grandparents. I’m blessed
with the world’s best parents, but
my Parsons Grandparents were
also a key part of my upbringing;
I’m proud to be their Grandchild
and appreciate being “rooted” by
their example of strong values,
hard work and the toughness of
their generation.

It was also very clear Chet
Parsons was a most impressive
person. He was an elderly man
when I got to know him best. He
still worked hard on the farm
every day, and despite physical
limitations related to advanced
age, kept plugging until he found
a way to get things done. It was
inspirational to see him maintain
his daily routine. His eyesight,
hearing and strength were on the
decline and, at times, I know he
was frustrated he couldn’t do as
much as he was used to doing.
But he didn’t dwell on or let
frustrations deter him; he kept on
working and caring for his farm.
Actually, I think the farm was a
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(continued from page 2)
source of strength for him.

My Granddad also held strong
beliefs and good values and he
always conducted himself
accordingly. My guess is these
beliefs and values came from his
Dad, Adrian, and I know for a
fact he passed these positive
character traits along to my
Mom.

Another part of knowing my
Granddad was to know he loved
the farm, and my guess is that his
Dad, Adrian, felt the same way.
I can still picture my Granddad
working on the farm, every day
getting up and setting out to
make some improvement, every
day getting up and thinking,
“What needs to be improved
today”, then doing his best to do
it. With him it was easy to see
working on the farm was a labor
of love.

When I’'m at the farm today,
my Grandparents are still there.
Their toughness, strong will and
strong beliefs and good values
remain on display. Through my
memories they are in the house,
the buildings, the garden and all
around the property. They are
part of the fabric of the farm and
vice versa; and now, my parents
are part of this fabric too.

I think of my ancestors as the
“old farmers”, and this is a

Aerial view of Adrian A. Parsons Farmstead, ca. 2006

totally positive description. After
all, they were farmers. They
were ingenious and creative
farmers. They were new ground-
breaking farmers. Some of the
evidence of their ingenuity and
inventiveness remains for us to
see, appreciate and experience
today; and now, some of that
inventiveness and ingenuity is
recognized in the National
Register of Historic Places.
I'hope all of Adrian’s offspring
can use the farm’s National
Recognition to reflect on the
ingenuity and inventiveness of
the old farmers.

We can all feel very good about
our genealogy. ‘We’ve all been
blessed by the roots the old
farmers laid in place for us.

I think the old. farmers are
pleased too.

Curt 12-20-14

I] Significance of the Farmstead

The Adrian A. Parsons
farmstead is no showcase of
agricultural opulence. Its scale is
quite modest. Rather, its listing
on the National Register was
based on criteria including the age
and integrity of its buildings and
other features, its association with
events that have made a
significant contribution to the
broad patterns of history, and its
association with the life of a
person significant in our past.

The nomination registration
form states in part:

“The A.A. Parsons Farmstead
contains a broad collection of
agricultural buildings that visibly
and functionally demonstrate the
physical characteristics of a
farmstead from the Golden Age
of Indiana’s agricultural heritage
1880 - 1920. The integrity of the

ACCESSING THE NATIONAL REGISTER LISTING DOCUMENTATION
Documentation for the listing of the Adrian A. Parsons Farmstead may be accessed by the public via
the secure Indiana DNR SHAARD database (State Historic Architectural and Archaeological Research

Database) at

https://secure.in.gov/apps/dnr/shaard/welcome.html.

Click “Enter SHAARD as a guest”, at the bottom of the next page click acceptance of terms and
conditions and continue, on the next page (“Structural Surveys”) choose “National Register” from the
pull-down menu, then on the next page choose appropriate identifiers (“County” = “Hendricks” and
“Areas of Significance” = “Agricultural” would s%fﬁce). Then click on “A.A. Parsons Farmstead”.




farm buildings is exceptional. ...”
The farmstead is particularly
distinguished for its association
with Adrian A. Parsons, who was
acknowledged both in the Indiana
farm press of his day, and by the
early American Soybean
Association, as Indiana’s pioneer
soybean grower. It was on this
farm that Adrian became the first
farmer in the State of Indiana to
engage in the purposeful and
sustained experimentation with
and production of soybeans.

The listing application cites the
farmstead for local significance,
but when it was approved by the
Review Board one of its members
commented that she believed it
was also of statewide
significance, and we agree.

H History of the Farmstead ﬂ

Adrian Parsons bought his
original farm of about 82 acres in
1884 at a sheriff's sale, in the
middle of his 4-year term as
Hendricks County Recorder. The
official record of this transaction
happens to be in his own hand-
writing in a volume of county
deeds.

Land surrounding this farm had

on the property. It is believed,
however, that the other buildings
arose after his residence there
commenced at the end of his term
as Recorder in 1886.

Around 1905 the county vacated
the original road which ran
directly past the east side of the
house. Since the road was moved
1/4 mile east (CR 625 E), Adrian
had to buy land for an access
lane.

Adrian called his property Wa
Pe Ke Way Farm (his own
printed stationary spelled it “Wa
Pe Ka Way”), the reputed Indian
name for White Lick Creek,
which flows south along the west
side of the farm.

In 1923 Adrian’s son Chester
(Chet) bought the farm. Adrian
shared the house with Chet and
Hazel and their young family,
Virginia (“Gin”), Mary Frances
(“Jake™), and Frank (“Peter”),
until Adrian’s death in 1929.

The farm remained in Chet’s
line, with approximately 45
acres, including the house and
buildings, being maintained to
this day by Virginia Parsons
Vapor. She and her husband
Rudy remodeled the house and
moved there in 1987.

The south half of the house was
probably the original onsite
dwelling, possibly predating the
Civil War. Ancient hand-hewn
and even unhewn timbers can
still be seen in the cellar ceiling.

At some time before Adrian
bought the property a second
house had been moved to the site
and joined to the north side of the
original house. This architectural
joining can readily be seen in
1895 and 1909 family photos
taken on the east side of the
house.

The upstairs dormer was added
by Adrian, reportedly with his
brother Oliver’s help, sometime
around the turn of the twentieth
century (not 1930 as the Register
application states).

The house still holds many
artifacts from Adrian’s time.
Perhaps the most interesting is an
octagonal table in the west room
which Adrian made to facilitate
the sharing of schoolwork as his
children sat around it.

been first bought from the U.S.
Government as early as 1826.
However, Adrian’s 80+ acres had

About Some Buildings
(photos taken November 2002)

been held by Washington

T

Township as Congressional
School Lands until finally sold in
1854 to Aaron Carter. The land
passed to a succession of owners,
and finally the Walton family,
before Adrian’s acquisition.

The house and possibly the
shop predate Adrian’s owner-
ship. His early farm ledger
indicates that a stable also existed

he House

e
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#lused for work involving hand
Bltools. It once housed an
Ml astonishing variety of Adrian’s

y dates well

old tools, especially for carpentry.




Tool Shed / Bull Pen

B T AN N B

This multi-purpose building,
built in the mid-1920s, has a
more interesting story than most.

The main level, the “tool shed,”
was where larger farm equipment
was stored and repaired. In its
northeast corner is a forge used
for fabricating metal parts and
general blacksmithing. Chet used
this forge at least as late as the
1950s. The double machinery

The east half of this building is
the horse barn, and may have
incorporated an earlier stable

| known to have been on the

property when Adrian bought it.

i| The dairy barn half on the west

end was possibly a later addition,

1| obviously upgraded in the early

1950s to meet new State dairy
regulations. A small milkhouse is
attached on the north side. The
concrete block silo that was at
the west end had to be removed
for safety reasons around 2006.

An interesting architectural
aspect of this building is the
combination buttressed concrete
and stone foundation on the
south downhill side.

enough to exclude vermin.
Adrian detailed his construction
methods in an article entitled
“The Corn Crib Question”
published in “The Indiana
Farmer” of January 15, 1910 .
European practice may have
influenced Adrian’s advanced
design concepts for this building.
Shortly after Virginia and Rudy
settled on the farmstead in 1987,
Rudy found a license granted to
Adrian and two of his sons by a
German firm giving them the
right to employ and promote the
construction of this type of
concrete block structure. (This
license has not been found in
recent years, but several of us

doors on the north end have an
ingenious levered latch said to
have been designed by Adrian.

Beneath the main level,
excavated into the hillside, is a
concrete “bull pen.” This was
provided to house a particular
young Guernsey bull acquired
from Pennsylvania in the mid-
1920s. The bull was named “Wa
Pa Ke Way”, and reportedly grew
up to be quite mean. The pen is
configured such that hay and feed
could simply be dropped into
racks and troughs through the
back floor of the main level,
without having to enter the testy
animal’s pen.

Horse Barn / Dairy Barn

Hog Barn / Corn Cribs

~—

Built probably around or shortly
after the turn of the twentieth
century, this combination of units
exhibits Adrian’s resourcefulness.
It consists of a hog farrowing
barn with second floor hay mow,
and a pair of perpendicular
concrete block corn cribs.

Adrian’s use of concrete for the
farrowing pens was ahead of its
time. He made his own concrete
blocks for the corn cribs onsite
using cement and gravel mined

| from his own segment of White
#[Lick Creek. Spaces were left

between the blocks sufficient to
allow ventilation, but narrow

7
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saw it and can attest to its
existence.)

The second floor hay mow was
converted for use as a chicken

house around 1960.

Note that the hog barn / corn
cribs and the horse / dairy barn
were placed with a narrow lane
separating them to maximize
logistical efficiency when
transferring grain and fodder.

Unusually, Adrian’s employ-
ment of concrete extended to
outside individual hog houses and
even fence posts, a few of which
remain. He certainly built for
permanence.

What Happened to the Pond?

- 53 s %

early 1920s. Due to siltation it
had to be drained around 2004.

Adrian installed a pond in the




rtealy ol e ooy [y ey et

TTHA 5

OBSERVE CIVIL

WAR ANNIVERSARY
December 17, 1864
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December 17, 2014, was the
150th anniversary of the Civil
War action south of Franklin,

‘nnessee, in which the 18-year

Adrian Parsons was severely
wounded. To commemorate this
event, descendants of Adrian’s
made pilgrimages to the scene of
that action.

On the date of the anniversary
Keith and Lee Parsons retraced
their great-grandfather’s
campaign, visiting the place
where the Confederate ambush
likely occurred. They took with
them two borrowed relics known
to have been carried by Adrian on
that fateful day, his Bible and his
Civil War sword.
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On January 3, 2015, great-
grandson Charles Parsons led a
contingent of 9 of his relatives for
a similar retracing. Their
itinerary included a visit to the
historic Presbyterian Church in
downtown Nashville, which
served as Union Hospital No. 8,

d site of Adrian’s convalescence in

the week after Christmas 1864.

Adrian himself tended to under-
characterize the scope and
importance of the action in which
he was wounded, calling it a
“scouting mission”. In actuality,
his cavalry brigade was in the
vanguard of Union General
George Thomas’ furious pursuit
of Confederate John Bell Hood’s
southward fleeing army the day
after Hood’s defeat in the
decisive Battle of Nashville
(December 15-16, 1864).

General Ulysses Grant had been
applying tremendous pressure on
General Thomas to smash Hood’s
fleeing army once and for all.
Thomas’ cavalry was near the
forefront of this pursuit. On that
cold, damp night of December 17,
Adrian’s 9th Indiana Cavalry
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Mark your calendar now!

Next Reunion Set for |

Saturday, June 13,
2015

Come celebrate the listing of
the Adrian A. Parsons Farmstead
on the National Register of
Historic Places at our next
reunion, scheduled for Saturday,
June 13, 2015. The Wa Pe Ke
Way Farm is located in the Town
of Avon, Indiana, at 1739 S
County Road 625 E.

As usual, assembly may begin
at.11 AM aiming for the pitch-in
lunch to begin by noon. Bring
your favorite entrée, salad or
desert, and soft drinks if desired.
Iced tea and lemonade will be
provided.

Also plan to bring any family
memorabilia you have which may
be of interest, and plan to stay a
while to visit with everyone.

continued from last column
encountered the rear guard of
Hood’s army. Pursuit of Hood
was paramount. Casualties like
Adrian had to be left behind.




