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Desr Miss Cox,

June 2, 1976

I want to take this opportunity to thank you person-
ally for beinz so kind and helpful to me while I was in
Danville. We mei so many nice people we can hardly wait
to come backs. I would have given anything if I would have
had time to go through all of those original papers with
vou but time was pressing. I do intend to come back and
do jus®t that one of thses days as I sent my D. A. R. pap=~
ers in on Miles side simple because I could not find out
from ny papers who's son Harvey Flaters was. I know he was
a grandson ofBdward, but Edward had four sons, three of
them had children but have found no record of Harvey as
being one of either of their sons. Harvey could possible
have been a nickname or second name I don't have. I do
know he was a grandson of Edward as he and Nancy Ann If
are mentioned. he spoke of Nancy Ann as his pgt, grand-
dauchter, daughter of Harvy(deceased)

I have explained in papers why I have been so long
in petting these papers back to you as I have been wait~
ing 4o hear from Judith, but guess she is busymoving,

If and when I get my papers together on Qox's I will
send you a copy just to see if any of them sound familiar.

And, If and when I ever pet back to Danville I will
surely look you up. Thave given all my certificate forms
away for people to send you for certificates.

Thanks arain so very much.
Your friend,




MY ANCTSTORS FROM HEDRICKS COUNPY

My ancestors left Hendricks Co. in 185 sometime after September to find a new
home. I know not their intended destination at the time of their leaving. Maybe they
had he-rd of better land or more of it, as they were farmers, or maybe it was a dream
so many pioneers had of moving westward, but for whatever reason, westward they came,
They settled in a small town in Jackson Co., later 4o be maned Raytown, Mo,

Their new home after reaching their destination was along the Santa Fe Trail as
it wound it's way southwestward from+ Independence, lMo. They had a nice size farmmd
a nice orchard., The home is not standing today of ecourse, but iy mother still lives
on a small lot in the town of Raytown that my great Irandmother said she use to nlay
in as a child and it was an apple orchard,

The James MNelson Jest family of whom I have been wriiinz were zood honest people
and were thought well of in their community. They were active members of the {irst Bap-
tist church in the towun, which was the old "estfork Bantist Church®. Ther helned many
travelers as ey had nroblems on the Santa Fe Trail, James Helson ‘est deeded a family
cemetery plot from his farmland to remain as lon: as any of his decendants were alive
in this area. This cemetery is still well kept today and has the same rock wall he and
his family built around it when it was made into a cemetery. James W., his wife Dicea
and many of their children and some of their grandchildren are still buried there.
James N, & Dicea narker is still in good repair.

James & Dicea ‘lest brought cleven of their thirteen children to HMo., with them,
Thgy are as follows:

Serelda YWest married Nathaniel Rice no children

Sarah Ann (Vest) Christi, wife of Isreal Christi also from Hendricks Co., He was
the son of Wm, Christie, eleven children

John Hume est also married in Sept. 185l in Hendricks Co., to Nancy Ann Flathers
and brought her with him to their new home in Mo, Nancy Ann was the daushter of Harvey
& Mary Ann (Miles) Flathers. Mary Ann (MIL3) Plathers later married ¥m. Y. Rogers. Her
ereat grandfather on her fathers side was Edward Flathers, a revolutionary soldier,
buried in Geniry cemetery just northwest of Danville. Nancy Ann (Flathers% West and John
He West were my great, great grandparents, seven children

Harriet L. Vest married Hathanie)l Rice after her sister Serelda's death, four
children,

Hariah Catherine ‘lest married Brice Bmbry Goins. three children
Ldward F. 'Jest married Martha Huir one child
Henpy 25, WSt never Married

Thomas H. ¥Yest married Alice Atkinson  two children
Mary B, Jest never married

George W, YWest disapéeared when a young man

Susan ¥, West married George Davenport seven children

A1l of their children were born in Hendricks Co., except the first two who were




born in Kentucky where the family lived before coming to Indiana in the late twenties
or early thirties,

James N, & Dicea left three children buried in Hendricks Co. I do not know in
which cemetery but I know they were burled in Hendricks Co., along with his father and
mnother, VWm, & Mariah West.

Dicea (Tinder) West besides her three children left her father, Elijah Tinder, I
was in Danville researching mr family linare this past spring and was told Elijah was
buried in the area of Robbins school in a cemetery, but my time was too short to allow
me to look into that, so can only say it is a possibility.

I am sure both James and Dicea left other family members whom I know nothing a-
bout but would be very havpy 10 hear about. I mentioned beines in Danville in the
spring and may I take this opportunity to tell you how very much I did enjoy Danville,
and the wonderful people 1 met there, and wondered too just why my ancestors chose to
leave such a beautiful place and such warm people. I truely hope to come back one of
these days and visit again.

As my ancestors came from Kentucky & Virginia to Indiana and later on to Missouri,
50 ¢id some of their children choose to take their families and move on westwardio make
new tunes. Some that I know of went to Xansas, Oregon, Calif.,, and other parts of lo,
Thats one of the things that make this country so greaj, that we still have the right
t0 choose our own way of life.

As far as I know none of my ancestors were great pe ple as the world might say
they were great, but we have had geneations in every war since the revolution that I
know of, and for that matter I have proof of four who served in revolution. ¥e have had
school teachers, farmers, carpenters,etc., and it takes all of “hese people to make our
country great., I am proud of my heritage and only hope I can do something in my life-
time to make my decendants proud of their heritare as I am.
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