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WILL YOU CONTRIBUDE?

With this issue this Hendricks
County Higtorical Bulletin
leaps from annval to quarterly
gstatus, Vhether or not the
“change is Jusulfled dependsg on
vhether ve can find enough

- intereating material to fill
four issues.

And thie depends upon YOU.

The four members of the pub-
lications commitise con serve
as chamnels and as stimulators;
the material mugt come from a
much larger number,

Ur., Scott Hosier, Jr., has
indicated the wealth of material
that should be uncovered, orga-
nized, and made available to
all. This ineludes the history
of every church, every school,
every cemetery, every business,
every fenily., A little of this -~
sometimes a lot - is lost vhen-
egver one of our older cltizens
dies,

It may be very hard for the
individual to find suificiently
complete data on any one subject.
The Bulletin is open to guestions,
g0 that one may drai upon the
combined resources of all.

We invite your suggestioria, your
gquestions, and particularly the
product of your patient, thorough
investigation of some area of
Hendricks County History.

Lois Crayton

R. 2, Rox 299
Danville, IN 46122
Fditor

FROM THE PRESTDENT....

Greetings to all members, ond
a special velcome to our new
:nembers!

fTho chdrxckn County H;storina]_
'uoclety oertainly hag dta. worle

cut out.for ‘the'coining year,
The lixecutive Committer has bheen
delighted with the response of
those vhe, thus fer, have heen
apked to worlk., 'ith such
vonderful villingness to help,
interest, enthusiosm and
abllity, how can we fail to

molte atridea toward cur gonls?

I like the slogen of the
Todiana Teandmarks Asgocintion -
e muat not only build for

the future ~ we musl preseorve
for the fuiture".

Ye eche that call 4o all
interegted in lendricks County
higtory.

Help us to make this & good yoar!

Hargavel Boker,
President
(Tre. C. Rawleigh Ralrea)

It sag voted in fxecutive Neeting
that the fiscal period shall run
frem Cctober 1 to September 30.
This means that anmual dues (52,00
per year) paid after July 1t shall
be credited to the future year but
all before that to the past year.

Blanche . Vean,
Treasurer
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COME | coE coms
The Hendricks County Historical Society will meat
On Sunday, Jenuvary 9, 1972, at 2:00 p.m.
At the Danville United ¥ethodist Chuwrch, Vest Mi1l Street
To Hear Dessie Davis Hud&leéion talk about Indiana antiques,
Virginia Jogeph will preside.
Center Township vill have charge of the social hour.
Tou are aslked to bring for disvlay antique serapboolks,
autograph books. The speaker makes these sugzestions:

HOLD HISTORY IN YOUR HAND

Pick up a piece of antique glasa and you hold in your hand a piece
of America's history. America's past is much a part of many Hoodaier
households. Hov many homes in Indiana have something that oncé belonged
to a »ioneer relative ! Perhaps an ironstone serving platter that was
brought across the Alleghenies, vrapped in & shavl; or perhaps s
pevter pitcher; or a half dozen tablespoons made irom gilver coins: or
a glass bovl that had been a vedding present to grandfather and grand-
mother; or a handwoven coverlet, made by the grendmother of the person
who now owns it: or a copper kettle formerly uecd to cookapple butter,
but nowv holding magazines.

e hear and read a great deal novadays about conservation of our
natural resources. The government spends millions of dollars vearly
to buy and put aside land in National forests, parks, and game preserves.
The National Audubon Society and the National Tildlife Pederation
concern themselves with making people aware of the need to conserve our
natural resources and wildlife. Of equal imnortance is the preservation
of our nation's genius in the field of craftmanghiyp.

Yould you like to bring to this meeting something of Amerlca 8
history to show and tell about?

BRING A CGUEST

Do you know someone who would enjoy our Society's activities but
really doesn't know much about them? Haybe he thinks ho cannot join
without being invited. Bring him to the January meeting. Let hinm see,
become interested, and join. But vhether or not he joins, he is most
velcome to attend the meeting.

Dues Ffor 1972 of $2 are payable in January.

Sherman G. Crayton
- HMembership Chairman
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SCEEDULE OF MEETINGS IPOR 1972
HENDRICKS COUNTY HISTORICAL S0CIETY

Sunday, Januwary 9, 1972 at 2 P.M,

Danville United Methodist Church

Mrs, Rendall Joseph, FPresiding

Program: Hold History in Your Hand

Speaker: Mrs. Dessie Davis Huddleston, Lizton

Jocial Hour: Center Township in charge

To Show: In addition to the antiques suggested by
Mra. Huddleston, each member is asked to bring
sorapbooks, autograph books and diaries. Please
inelude your name and any interesting infermation
on these articles.

Sunday, April 9, 1972 at 2 P.M.

Lizton Christian Church

Mrs. Hellie Beagley, Presiding

Program: Brownaburg Junior Historical Society

Plainfield Junior Hismtorical Society

Social Hour: Unidon Towmnship in charge

To Show: Iiach member is asked to bring school pictures,
prograns, invitations etc. Pleane include your
name and any interesiing informstion on these
articles,

Sunday, July 9, 1972 at 2 P.M.

Pittsboro Christian Church

Mres. Bdward Jinkelmann, Presiding

Program: Hendricks County Authors
¥ir. & Mrs. Leonard A. Pleenor, Coataville

. Co-chairmen

Social Hour: Middle Township in charge

To Show: DBach member is asked te bring books by
Hendricks County authors. Please include your
name and any interesting information on theae
books.

Sunday, October 8, 1972 at 2 P.N.

White Lick Church near Tilden

Tir, Ployd Huiford, Presiding

Program:  Hendricks County in the Civil oy

Spesker Mr. John L. Oliver, Fittsboro, Past President

(1971) oi the Civil Var Round Table of
Indianaxnolis.

Social Hourr DLincoln Tovmship in charge

- o Show: Bach 'ember ig asked to bring Civil iar

relics. DPlease include your name and any inieresting
information on these articles.

Mory Jeannetie Vinktlemann,
Program (Chairman

Nk
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QFEICERS PO 1972

President Vice-Prenident secretary
Hrs. Rawleigh Baker Sherman G. Crayton Iirg. Ruth Pritchard
387 K. Broaduvay R. 2, Box 299 R. 1, Box 209
Danville, IN 46122 Danville, IN 46122 (layton, IN 46118
Tel: 745-2115 Tolr 8452614 Tel: 5306890
Assistant Secretary Treasurer Archivist
Mrs. Pearl Edmondson liza, Blanche Ii. V'ean George Heavilin
806 8. Tennessee 249 S. Vayne St. A. %, Box 89
Danville, IN 46122 Danville, IN 46122 Danville, TN 46122
Tel: 745-2655 Tel: T745--257% Tel: 8ha--2711

WEY OFPICERS PLAN IFPOR NEU YEAR

The officers elected at the October third meeiting of the Uendricks
County Historical Society met to »lan for the 1972 season at the lome of
Pregident Margaret Baler on Octlober 18, A long evening sesaion uas not
enough, and a second meeting was held on November O at the home of Vice-
president Sherman Crayton.

These discussions vere directed mainly tovard long-range goals,
such ag:

1. The importance of collecting without delay historical materials
that could become lost or unavailable - such as manugeripts, naps, diavies,
letters, and data on schools, churches, cemeteries, and "ghost" touns.

2, The classification and storase of such materials. The Society's
archivist, George Heavilin, announced that he vould be in the Indiana
Room of the Danville Public Library on Thureday evenings frowm 6:350 to
8:30 to receive ard file materials and also to assist researchers in
need of help. The group approved Bianche Yean's sugeestion that each
item be stamped "Pronerty of the Hendricks County Historical Society"
so that there need never be any mimunderstanding as to vhether an item
belonged to the Scciety or to the Danville Public Library

3. The storage of historical materisls in the Danville Library vaas
regarded as a temporary arrangement, although it might continue for
several years, It is hoped that eventually the Society can acquire
an higtoric old home cr other quarters to serve as a Hendricks County
Huseum and Historical Library. Inguiries are to be made as to hov such
projects are financed in other counties,

George Heavilin was euthorized to spend up to $100 of Society funds
for a filing cabinet, filing materials, and book plates. Provision
vas made for the purchase of printed stationery in addition to mimeo
naper required for the bulletin, which ds to Rppear ghortly before
each of the four meetinge of a year. .

~3- Indigna Collection
PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY
PLAINFIELD, INDIANA
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COMMITTEES FOR 1972

liembership Erogram

Sherman G, Crayton Vrg, lary Jeannette Vinklemann
lirg, Prances English Leonard A. Fleenor

Mrs. Frances Fisher Firs. Virginia Joseph

Iliss Leona Stuart Claire J. Sellars

Hrs. Nellie Beagloy

Yays and lleans Publication

Jack Gaumbold Mra. Lois Crayten
Robert Bales Lrs, Buth Hall

lirg, lildred Swmith lirg., Claya Reitzel
Mrs. Caroliyn Kellum firg., Ida Hae Hiller
Harold Templin

Ployd Hufford Publicity

John 1, Ddwvards

Villard Bggers Frs. Iva Debra

HOOSTERS OF HBENDRICKS

I would like to make contact with descendanta of Samuel B. Hali. Hr. Hall
possibly was born in Norfolk, Virginia, about 181%., He migrated with
parents to Boyle County, Kentucky, and came to (layton about 18%4. He am
a silversmith. DPlease contact Nrs. Ruth A. Hall, Lizton, Indisna 46149,
Tel: 994-5775.

hre there any of our older citizens vho remember the singing schools con-
ducted by ‘illiam R. Shiriley? One of the lest, ve believe, wvas at Pittsboro
about 1899. ‘e are interested in the songbooks he used: The Congueror and
The Challenge.

Lois Crayton, R. 2, Box 299, Danvilile, Indiana 46122, Tel: 845-2614

I have my Grandmother's Graduation Invitation. It wvas of Yashington
Tovnship Scheools, Hendricks Co., Avon, Indiona.

Priday, Hay 28, 1897 8 F.H.

The Graduates were: Naggile Yeer, /ill Parscns, Hdns Day (Hy Grandmu),
Tucy Patterson, and Tommy Long.

Supt. J. D, Hostetter presented diplomas. A Rev. Clark presided.

Hasn't that a class? Ve wouldn't consider vprinting invitations and
having a program for five people today, would wve? They gave each child
a pavt. Grandma vas 16.
Contributed by: Nrs. 7. L. Samuel, Jr.
2537 Agnew St.
Hontgomery, Ala.
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HENDRICKS COUNTX'S FIRST MURDER TRIAL

Hendricks County, Indiena, has had its share of famous persons... and
its infamous ones too,. The first to be accused and brought to frial for murder
vng Samuel X. Barlow, who is believed to have lived about tvo miles east of
Belleville on the 0ld National Road (U.S. 40).

According to the grand jury indictment, filed on Pebruary 24, 1827,
samuel K. Barlow, "Not having the fear of God before his oyon, but being moved
and seduced by the instigation of the devil" on October 16, 1826, "uyith o
certain axe of the value of tvo dollars ... in and upon the hinder and upper part
of the right thigh of ... George hatlock, then and there feloniously, willifully
and unlawfully did strike, giving unto him ... one mortal vound of the length
of five inches and of the depth of four inches of vhich mortal wound, he the
said Hatlock dig languish and languishly did live (uniml) on the twenty-fifth
day of October ... he the ade George Matlock of the mortal vound aforesaid,
died."

The defense attempted through cross examination of Phomas latlock, a
nrosecution witness, to establish that the deceased had "told the witness a
few days previous to the day on vhich the vound was given ... that the
deceased had just returned from the Southern country and that he had left his
saddle bags at the house of his mother, some 8 or 10 miles from the residence
of the family of the said deceased ... informing his mother that she must have
his saddle bags ready at a minute's warning for that the deéceased would probably
have to leave the country in haste.” Vhen the court vould not permit the
prosecution witness to reply to this cross examination, the defense asked, "that
the same might be sealed and signed and made a part of the record ... vhich vas
done.™

The defense also tried to "justify" the blow which caused the death of the
deceased by introducing testimony that the defendant had been summoned by the
fxmlly of the deceased %o protect them against "{mminent danger of losing their
lives and receiving some great bodily harm from the deceased." David katlock
and others testified that tio days prior to the day the blov was given the
deceased threatened to "drive his vife from his house (from vhich the said
deceased had been absent for a year and had just returned to the country but
not to his house) and if she would not leave he would vhip her to the holler(?)."

According to the 1885 History of Hendricks County (p. 289) this was the
first iuportant criminal case ftried in the County. It states that the verdict
won gullty of manslauvghter; the sentence vas one year in the penitentiary ...
alzo that the deflendant wag "respited" from the sentence until the first day of
the next term, with Semuel Jemsup, John Ballard, and Abel Stanley posting bond
foir his appearance in the sum of &300.

The names of voters of Vol. One (1826 - 1852) of Hendwicks County voting
records is completed. Ainy one desiring information may contact Irs. Ruth Pritchard
{1ho has vorked on this project for s year) 2. 1, Box 209, Clayton, In. 46118

PAEHS SR

He who does not fully appreciante the imporiance of events vhich have gone
before, will never place proper value upon the vork vhich he himself is doing
today.

Gibbon

-5
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LONG AGO BUT NOT FAR AVAY

Vhen Indiana wag a wilderness Nathan Kirls built a cabin on the banks
of Mill Creek near vhere the National (U.3. 40) now crosses it at the woest
edge of Stileaville. Two years later in 1822 Jeremiah Stiles came and
erected & cabin for himself, his vife Sybila, and doughter Jerusha, ago
19 monthe.

Mra, Stiles died mome four years later and was buried on a knoll on
the wvest side of the creek. Vhen high vaters washed the soil avay and
expoged the coffin Stiles moved her body to higher ground on the sast
bank and donated four acres for a graveyard for the little town,

Bnough settlers had clustered avound the Mill Creek crossing that
the town vas platied in 1830.  Nathan Kirk vas named Judge and
Jeremialy Stiles, Justice of the Peace. Other early settlers were John
Smart, John and Isaac Yilcox, Jacob Heese, John Balinger, and David
Osborn. They honored Mr. Stiles by naning their gsettlement Stilesville.

“In 1970 the town board erected s marker over Sybila Stiles! grave,
The date of her death wvas Januwary 16,1827, The Stileaville Cemetery has
become one of the largest rural cemeteries in central Indiana,

Tradition gives a very interesting atory ebout a small plet of land
in the wvest aide of the cemetery close to the fence. There are no markers
here; the exact location of the graves and the name of the people are
unknovn,  The gtory, based on an article published in the Greencastle
Banner in the early 1900's iz as follous:

In 1849 a large ceravan of Conestogs vagons, dravn by oxen, was
travelling to California. These immigrants, From Ohio, were following
the National Road. One evening they camped on the hill two miles east
of Stilesville., That night they cocked green corn for supper: Yith true
pioneer frugality they saved wvhat vas left for breakfast. The nexit
morning they ate the corn, vhich had remained in n copper kettle over
night, TImmediately several became vicolently i1l with piomaine peisoning,
and died, Some stories say that as many as forty five died, with moat
being buried at Stilesville and five buried at MNt. ¥Yeridian. Wost versions
give the deaths as eighteen vith one more dying at Mi. Meridian.

411 nineteen are buried in the Stilesville Cemetery. There naues
remain unknown, as also thelr home ftown in Ohio.

Clarsa Reitzel

AL AL AL S AL
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Do You Need Help?
George Heavilin, archivist for the HCHS, will be nt the Danvilie
Public Library every Thursday night from 6:30 till 8-%0. He will be vworking
on historical recerds, but he ill be hapny to heln any one with research
problems.






THE QLD HOADLEY HOMESTEAD

by R. 8. Debra
(Publ1uhe& by the Danville Republican in 1951)

One of the old homes in Danville that I want to tell you about is the one up on
Horth YVashington Street, known to you old timers as the old Hoadley Home. The Good
Priday tornado (1948) dld its best to rip the old house to pleces. Tt did succeed in
tearing out the whole east wall but it teakes more than a tornado to put a house like
that out of business. You see, not only the outside valls are of brick bul even the
dividing walls are also built of brick. Ho wvhen the tornado came and sucked all the
air avay Irvom the east side of the house, the air on the inside just mushed the ecast
viall out and that vas the end of it. The rest of the house atood like o rock.

S0 Milburn Thomnson, the owner, had the #all rebuilt and reinforced with cinder
blocks. Nov the old house is as staunch and sturdy as ever and good for many morc
years, For, you see, it is already one hundred and nineteen yeays old, having been
built in 1832 by Col. Nave.

It ras considered & mansion in its day and st11l is a house that delights the
eyer of all those who have a reverence for old time buildings. As first built it
vas a three-story building, with eleven foot ceilings in all the rooms. PBut in 1876
it was remodeled, and the top story was cut dom in size. By this time the building
wag owned by Dr. Hoadley, the present ovmer's grandfather.

At that time the north corporation line of Danville was the alley just south of
the property's boundary line. The late Yilliam (Uindy) Wichols told me years ago
that the lavn was a favorite place for the boozing boys of that day to lie dowm in
the grass and sober up. It was outslde the corporation of Danville, so the Toun
Murshall had no authority to arrest them. And still it was only two blocks avay
fyom the saloons vhere whiskey could be bought.

Dr, Hoadley, lilburn Thompson's grandfather, bought the house in 1850. iAnd it
as in the top story of the house that the Civil War soldiers of Danville were mustere
inteo the service. And here agein they vere mustered oul of the service in 1865. The
top atory is one huge room and at thal time was probably the largest single room in
Danville.

Hee. Milburn Thompson, who admitted me into the house, is enthusiastic about the
old mansion, as she has a right to be. fThe fireplaces, which are all the rage in
the never homes, vere already in place and in operation years ago.

The stair hallway in the center of the house is big enough to hold a wmodern
colttage and have plenty of room io spare.

"Bverything about the place seems to be made of brick," said Mrs. Thompson.
"he old two story apple house vhich ve fore down vhen we bought the place had walls
almost as thick as the brick walls of today. And it was so cold in there in the
sunmer time that a person almost froze going in and out. That vag their way ol keepia
fruit and vegetables in the old days."

"A hundred and nineteen years ago labor vas cheap and a brick house was much warme
than a log house. So many brick houses wvere bullt and the bricks vrere made and burnt
right on the grounds. That was the case vith this house. The bricks were burned
vight here on the grounds. Did you ever see a double slzed brick? One that is Jjust
twice ag wide as a ordinary one? There are seven in the valk out in front; they vere
used as the dn-bricks on the corners.”

-7



"And 1if you notice closely you can gee the imprint of a dog's foot on a number
of the bricks. So Col, Have's brick mason must have heen a lover of dogs, for the
imprint is stiil there after one hundred and nineteen years. Hot only are there birick
valks all over the place, but there are three wells and a cistern on the lot all
lined with bricks.,"

"Jugt to show you how even fashions in houses change, ftalke stair rails fox
instance. Grandmother Hoadley vhen she had the house remodeled in 1876, tool out the
hlack walnut railings and had mahogany railings put in their ploce., Later the mahopgon:
railings were moved out again and put on the stairwvay in the second story of ihe
apple house."

"Are there any legends that go with this house," I asked. "Oh Yes," she xeplied,
it even has a ghost, although 1 have never seen it or even heard of it. And runor
has it that this house was a station on the underground railvay in the pre-Civil-ilar
days. One thing is sure; it was owned by a men vho hated slovery. It was on high
ground and a light sef in the third story windou could be seen at night for 2 long,
long way."

"Ag Tor the ghost, it is said to onerate mostly on vild stormy nights. NMore than
o Jhundred years ago, Col, Nave and his wvife lived in this house and it was here that
their baby died. The mother almost lost her mind through grief at the loss of her
baby. It is saild that on nighta vhen the weather is wild outside, if you listen
closely you can hear strange sounds. Scunds of a mother rocking her baby to sleeyn,
ginging in a soft, low voice with an occasional sob. Vant to investigate, the old
house is still there."

HOOSTERS OF HENDRICKS

SCROOLER, HELEN, P.C. Box 27%, Indiancla, lowa 50128 Degras. info {ollowing
Potter Tamily. Daniel, wife Hanrah lived 1840's. C(hildren Zadock marrvied Bdith
Binckle, Polly, Zebedee, Lindley, Lurena, John Milton, Lydia Ann, Deniel, William
Tranklin, Children of Zadock vere Hannah mnarried Simeon Ader, Biisa, Jane, Newfon,
isaace married lary asder (my great grandparents). Above born Hendwicks County.
iders were Pulnam and Hendricks County residents. Potters and isders moved to

Misgouri around 1860,

QUERY
RUSSELL, MRS. I[VAN, Bariham, Iova 50072 desires information on descendants of
Enos Tuttle and Rhoda Benson Tuttle, Harried in Claxk County Sept 9-1819. lLater
moved to central part of stafe. The vife wag o widow in the 18%0 Census. One
s0n was named Yashington Tuttle. Other children but do not know the names.

PR TR TR
AR AR

FPiease lell all concerned, that the October issue of the History Bulletin
was excellent. The cover is especially altractive and I want to send my compliments
to those responsible.

tthile I will not be close enough to participate in the activities there, T
hope to hear more about them in future bulletine.

Sincerely,

Jemes K. Roberts

2228 Portage Ave,

South Bend, Indiana 46616
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JOEN TRONZ, PIFMH COUNTY CTERK, TRLLS HIS S1ORY

Denville, Indians
liay 16, 1864

Dr. Levi Ritter

Dear Sir. Tvo years ago, I made you a promise that I vould write
out & shord biography of my life to accompany o likenesa you had Lalen
of me to frame as o memento oif the fifth elerk of Hendricks County.

I was born in the county of Vashington in the State of Indisna on
the fifth day of August 1819 4.D., of narents who vere poor in all
things, save health, morality and resoluticn. Soon after my birth my
family moved into Lavrence county vhere it remained tvo years and
then removed into Morgan county where we lived amid chills and fevers,
near the mouth of Stott's Creel, four years vhen groving weary ol ill
health ve for the last time removed into this county. Conaequently T
can saiely put wy self doun smong the Cirat setilers.

The summer I became fen years old Tound me dovn with Rheumatic Fever
from the effects of which 1 have never recovered; although in the course
of two years I had so¢ improved in health ams to be able to share the
toils and sports of other boys of like age. Al the age of fourteen 1
was placed by my father in the little dury geods shop Jjust started in
Belleville by Alfred }. Lyon and William W. HMetlock, where [ wag
initiated into the art of and mysteries of measuring prints and tying
up coffee. And here for the benefit of the present and future
posterity among fashionable females, let me state that at that time
it took 6 1/2 yds of 7/8th print to make a common voman's dress and 7
yards for those who went the tip of the Beau Londe in snd around
Belleville. Uith the firm of Lyon and Platlock I rewmained six months
at a cost to it of my board and & palm leaf hat wowrth then about
by 1/2 cents,

The winter following T wentl to school and learned about all there
wag in Pike's Arithmetic under the tuition of James 3. 0dell then a
young country school master but now an old man and & denigen of Plain-
field with three sons in the 7th Ind. now "on itc Richmond".

On leaving school I went into the store of ilford J. Ungles who was
also a merchant of Belleville with vhom I remained six months when I
had to leave and go home on account ol a second atitack of Rheumatism,
This lasted from August when I again entered MNr. Ungles' store vhere
I remapined until the next Vay vhen I went to keep accounts for nmy
father and John Hiles who had on their hands a heavy Jjob oi work on the
cross cut canol at the mouth of Birch Creek in Clay County. I returncd
home in July and in & menth agein took fto crutches on account of the
great plague of my life but on the apnroach of cold weather I
threw aside my crutches and for the third and last time went into
the store of Iy, Ungles vhere I remained until the next summer when T
again went home with the Rheumatismm. ILike the other, this spell
lasted until November vhen I recovered suffliciently to go into Banta &
Matlock's store, vho had commenced business in Belleville the
spring before and with vhom I stayed until they gquit business in
April 1840. The next month my father took his then new and only

e






aoncin-Taw and my self in pavluevship with him under the name of

Twons & Song and brought o heavy stock of goods to Belleville,

This firm only Tived to Febururry 1842 vhen oving te the wncertainties of
the pork trade it vent undex. My father being the reaponaible man of
the firm then took the buminess into his own hands and sent me as
Buper-cargo on a small (lat-boat loaded with pork to Hew Ovleans.

This, remember, vas in the first half of the year '42 vhen the prices

of labor and all kinds of agricultural products touched boltom. On
reaching New Crleans I found Pork at from four to mix dollars ner
barrel, hacon three cents and lard three and one-half centa. The

bacon or rather bulk pork I had left at Watchez in the carve of the
rilot, tm. H-ylor, to be smoked and pold there and had only taken {rom
Natchez the lard and barrel pork. These items I stored in a Comigatonn
house with instructions not to sell for three months but tho merchani:
being a set of scoundrels sold before I Left the city as they so
reported three months aftervards and of course only paid the prices

ol Hay insgtead of those for deptember which would have made s difference
of nearly 1000 dollays. That fall I caelled on them to see about it,
‘but as I had failed to give my instrucitions in vitd tding or bhefore a
witness 1t had to go so. fThe lesaon they taught me then of the
comnission trade proved to be of great wvorth aftemiards for ny

father kept in the pork trade for ten yeara and made money more

or less every time save one,

In the summer of '44 I fook the gpell of Rheumatism vhich in
four years doubled me into my present delightful shape of three
pannels of vorm fence, then anchylosed my hip joints and the Jointsg
of my back, neck and Jovg and then left me in Pretty fair health
and with vim enough for me to run For and be elected twice ns clerk
of Hendricks county. The firat fime in 1851 and the last in 1855,

My education had been of bui a limited charscter had 1 lelft off
geeking seeking it vhere the comonest sort of country school teachers
leftwoff with their tutorship. But vhen the school magter ceased
vork with me, I commenced the biggest and most important portion of
my education. Candles being of far too much importance in our
family to read by, I studied Wy lessons by the light of burning chipa
and barlk, After going to '"keen store" ag the country neonle called
it, T made it a point to read every night and oiten, when my boolk
proved interesting, one o'clock had found we up and reading,  Among
other things I made it a yule to remember the name of the book and
its author and here would advise all who wish to tall intelligibly
with others on books and literature to obzerve the same rule, Noy
have I ever received as truc the statement of any author vhether
profene or Sacred that vould not stand of itself upon the closest
cross examination. ‘hen a statement has neither philosophy nox
reason in it the thing is not true and it is wonderiul vhat an
imense number of lies there are in boolks received as truths and
to be again taught as truths by unthinking people.

Yours Doctoy with respect.

John Irons
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