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Scottsboro Ala. 1% mo. 11™. 1864 (January 11, 1864)
Honored Father Mother Brothers & Sister.

| have the privailage of once more writing you a few lines to inform you how | am getting
along. | am in pretty good health at present but it is almost time for the ague to come
back | am in hopes it will not return this time—I took the last of them pills a day or to
since. | received a letter from you this morning dated 1% mo. 3. | was happy to hear
that you were well, | think the last letter or two that | wrote since wee came here was
delayed or you would have rec. them before the one rec. to day was written but they
probably have been rec. before this time, it is very cloudy this eavening and our window
is so small that | cant see to write very well. The weather is very cold here though not so
cold as it is farther north wee have had no show here to amount to anything wee have
quarters fixed up so that wee keep pretty comfortable

6 oclock after night. | have took a seat at our table to write a little more for your perusal.
| wrote Charles and Amos a few days since | gave the names of our mess the boys are
setting by the fire talking on diferent subjects it seems almost like civil life but our duty is
pretty heavy wee have to go on guard or fatigue duty every third day but the men keep
in tolerable health so far, they have got so used to exposure that wet and cold weather
dont have mutch effect upon them. Wm. Curnutt came over and took dinner with us to
day he murses in the Hospital wee had a kettle of fresh pork backbones & that the boys
had got when they were on railroad guard wee had hard crackers and coffee to eat with
our pork it made us a good dinner. Uncle Johny Curnutt keeps in pretty good health the
orderly dont require John to go on guard in bad weather but he has not missed mutch
duty he commands the respect of the whole company there is hardly a man in the
company that would not discommode himself to accommodate John. Cas has got his
writing material and set down by me and gone to writing and bathing his eyes in his
usual stile Cas is well and loocks better than you ever saw him. There is a number of
citizens comes in our lines here every day some comes after rations others to get pay for
forage & that our troops have taken and some to take the oath of Allegience and get
protection papers for their grain and stock. Yesterday was the Sabath | red a few
chapters in the new Testament | have red the testament through to the last of the Acts |
have two or 3 chapters to read to finish the acts as | have nothing else mutch to read |
might soon finish the testament and | think | shall. | think that the prospects are better
for the terminations of the war befor many months than it has been at all my for thinking
so it that the rebels are very scarce of provisions & their best teritory for provisions is in
our possession | may be badly mistaken as to the length of time that they will hold out,
wee dont get papers regular from the north consequently wee dont get the connexion of
the news. | believe | will quit writing for this time, | am nearly out of postage stamps
please send me some in your next.

Your well wishing son John Mills
Comp E. 12" Reg. Ind Vol. Inft Via
Nashville, Tenn.




