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6" mo 25"/1864
Near Big Shanty Station, GA

Honored parents, brothers & sister.

| take the present opportunity of writing you a few lines to let you know how | am getting
along my health is pretty good and the health of the company is generaly good | heard
from I. S. Poe (?) a few days ago he was getting almost well but not stout enough to
come to the company yet. There has been fighting going on here for about 15 (?) days
the rebels are still on the hills in our front it is quite a good position our men are diging
up on them slowly but surely the rebels massed their forses on our wright day before
yesterday and made a desperate charge to turn our flank they came in several lines 8
or 10 deep | understand they cam on through the shower of grape and canister and
galls which proved destructive to many of them but they came on right up to our works
and tumbled over croweding our men back some distance but our reserve came up and
drove them back when our cannon opened out again and poared destrucktion into their
ranks they had to retreat back over a space of opened ground which was covered with
their dead the report is that they lost 1500 killed and the usual proportion wounded there
was not mutch fireing yesterday. We are on the left of our lines and have been in
reserve most of the time since this engagement began. The weather is quite warm here
now some wheat in this country is almost ripe our would have been if the army had not
destroyed it the stock belonging to the army is grased on the wheat corn and grass in
reach of the army, the country is very rich through here and there is a lot of grain planted
but the rebels will not get the benefit of it as they have all left. | have not had a letter for
several days our mail has not been very heavy for several days wee have paper to June
20™ which give accounts of Grants movements which was quite encouraging.

| will close for this time. Write as often as convenient.
As ever John Mills

Please send me a couple of boxes of pills one box of halls or some other diarrhea pill
and one box of Ayers or some other cathartick pill.




