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Kingston Ga 5" mo. 19"/64 (May 19, 1864)
Honored Parents Brothers & Sister

Wee are still on the march have been engaged with the enemy at Dalton where wee met
with the sad loss of our Captain T. N. Peoples killed and 3 men pretty badly wounded
viz. Thomas Carter leg broken below knee he was doing well when we left the hospital,
Robert Ritcheson flesh wound in thigh James Donovan flesh wound in thigh both doing
well when wee left them. My health is pretty good wee have not marched very fast our
advance has been fighting some with the enemy’s rear guard every day wee are now
some 55 miles from Atlanta where the enemy will likely make a desperate resistance he
may make a stuborn stand this side of Atlanta wee have not had any chance to send any
letters since wee left Dalton and there was but a poor chance there. 6™ day morning the
20™ . 1 was surprised this morning by the whistle of the cars which are now running here
the rebs did not burn but one bridge which was soon rebuilt | dont know wheather wee
will advance any to day or not. Wee have quite a lot of news afloat most of which wee
don’t put any confidence in one current report yesterday was that Grant had beaten Lee
and taken several prisoners and that the enemy were going to mass on the army of the
Cumberland and hurl it back at all hazards but it will be a mammoth jon to jurl the army
that is here back wee have a trememdious army and one that will fight they may inflict
severe loss on this army but they cant whip it with there whole army and attack us in our
own position in these hills. Wee received a small mail this morning but | received non
neither did Isaac | received a letter while wee were near Dalton writen the first of this
month. | dont know when | will have the chance to send this but I think there will be a
chance soon. They boys are all in pretty good health Isaac is well write as often as
convenient. As ever Jno. Mills.

A half hour later. Wee have just received an additional mail | received a letter written the
9" of this month from Father | was very glad to hear from you and of your good health,
the chaplain was around a while ago he says he will take up the mail after while and it
will be sent off as soon as possible. As wee are marching on the enemy and will be
likely to meet him before a great while and probably some of us will fall no one knows
who if | should be the unfortunate one | feel that all will be well with me for | put my trust
in the Lord and if it is the will of my Heavenly Father that | should offer up my life | shall
do it cheerfully believing as | do that he does nothing wrong, so if you should hear of my
death be not troubled. The reason that | have writen as | have is because wee know not
what may happen and what | have written might save you of some anciety.

As ever John Mills.




