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Sabath Eavening Sept. 25" 64 (September 25, 1864)

Brother Charles

The sabath passes wearily on | have been reding some but have got tired and thought |
would write thee a few lines though | have nothing of importance to write. Wee are
going to have meeting this eavning it is nearly time for it to commense.

Well Charley | want to hear very mutch how yearly went off | want thee to be sure and
write and give me all the particulars thee makes thy letters to short write long letters |
know there is plenty that thee might write that will be very interesting to me. | have not
had a letter from Will Woodward for a long time | wrote to him several weeks ago but
get no answer tell him | want him to write when thee sees him. Wee had a telegraph
dispatch read to us this morning announceing the defeat of the Rebels again by
Sheradin | hope he will clean them out there—and then close in on Ritchmond on this
side. Wee have changed divisions and got in with strangers there is a goodmany dutch
in this division they are good soldiers but | prefer white folks to be with. It was cold as
whiz last night but the sun shines very warm to day. | believe father stated in a letter |
received sometime ago that thee was gone to Hamilton Co. please write and give me an
account of the trip& so. Il quit now and go to meeting the band is playing for it to
commense. Itis now nearly dark | have been to meeting our Chaplain preached a good
sermon there was a good many out to hear him, | have been reading a novel it is pretty
good for the kind of reading but it don’t pay to get in the habit of reading novels. Wee
still have a grapevine rumor [as wee call reports that are going through the camp] that
wee will go home in a few days to vote | for one will put some dependence in it when |
know more about it. Is there any school at Mooresville this fall or not If there is, what
[end of first page]

[start of second page]

is the size of the school & so. Charles | have passed over the period of live which the is
now passing and | can loock back and see many places that | missed the wright path |
did not pay enough heed to the advice of an Honored Mother and father | was want to
please my own inclinations--guard against sutch inclinations mind and reverence the
kind parents that are still spared us and set a better example for our younger brothers to
follow than | have done and rest assured thee will have not cause to regret it in after
years and thee will be happyer for trying to make the path of life more pleasant for our
kind parents. | know that there are many temptations for us to overcome but the harder
the task the more effort is required and the greater will be the piece of mind after the
trials are over. | know but little of the assosiations that surround thee in the way of boys
but dont be lead astray by evil influences. There was a letter come to day for Wm.
Curnutt it had been delayed somewhere it was written the 31 of 7" month from Hannah
giving the account of Uncle Johns death and hoping that his (Wms) life might be spared
to return to her once more but alas it came to find him gone to that land from whence no
travailer ner returns it is sad indeed to think how many mourners there is in our land. |
had to quite writting last night on the account of my candle burning out | will close this
morning in short order for it is to cold to write Shinny is going to start home this morning
and | will send this by him.

Thy wellwishing Brother
John H. Mills.



