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Palms sweating, nerves racing, searching for the correct homeroom in a maze of
hallways was how senior Megan Gentleman described her first day as a freshman. “|
entered through Door 10 because one of my friend’s brothers drove me to school,”
she said. “As a freshman, | was intimidated by the older kids. | was able find my
classes, but only because | went to the freshman orientation.”

In comparison to her first day as a senior, Gentleman said, “I drove to school. |
felt used to everything. It was almost like the summer hadn’t even happened. | was
excited because it was my last year, but not the same excited | got as a freshman.”

As students wove their way from their freshman year through their senior year, they
were definitely making memories. Reminiscing brought back those memories -- both
the good and sometimes the bad -- for students as they reflected on the school year.

“So far, | have enjoyed this year,” said sophomore Angie Wilson. “I still miss being
a freshman, though, because some of my friends graduated.”

In looking back on her high school experience, Gentleman also expressed happiness
with the way things had gone for her, but added, “I wish | would have taken a few
things less seriously.”

Some felt that their experiences passed by too quickly. “This year has been a lot
more hectic for me than past years,” said senior Cade Hall. “I'm just trying to figure
out where | want to go to college and what | want to study.”

Gentleman agreed, noting, “My high school experience has been stressful. | didn’t
slack off. | worked really hard for everything.”

When he reminisced on his experiences in high school, Hall said, “One thing i will
never forget from my high school years is how | watched Josh Turner mooch food
from everybody during lunch for basically three years.”

Hall added, “I will remember how everyone got along. Plainfield people were more
open to others.”

Gentleman had her own idea of what she would never forget about high school. “|
will remember all the sports games,” she said. “That was what my friends and | did
for fun on the weekends.”

As she reflected on her high school memories, Gentleman explained, “If my
grandchildren were to ask me for advice about high school, | would tell them to believe
in themselves.”

While each person had his or her memories to treasure, most felt that they would
look back on their high school experiences fondly.

“Reminisce definitely means something positive,” said Hall “it is looking back on
the past.”

Story * Kristen Bender
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F )m extracurricular activities to socializing with friends, there were a wide variety of
s a student could do outside of school. Many students decided to be involved with
100l sports, while others decided to spend a lot of their time with friends -- but almost
everyone was busy with something.
run and hang out with my friends. We like to go to Franklin Park, Starbucks and each
other's houses,” said freshman Caityanne Petticord.
‘| run cross country and hang out with everyone on the team. | also like to hang out with m
my very tight group of friends and listen to music,” said sophomore Tyler Wildman. 4 x
Of course, in addition to the fun stuff, there were things that students really disliked doing f 9 =

that had to be done anyway. ¢
‘I hate reading outside of school because | think it is really boring,” said Petticord. e
aityanne
Senior Marcus Guido also didn’t like doing school work. Pe";“"d

‘| don't like doing my homework because | feel that it is sometimes a waste of my time, but
| still get it done,” stated Guido.

Although Guido really didn't like homework, there were things he enjoyed, like color guard.

“| like going to color guard practice. I'm in the color guard because | just really enjoy
spinning. I've had past experience in California and it's something to be proud of,” he said.

Filling their free time, students could be found anywhere from Metropolis to local

Tyler
restaurants. However, some students opted to hang out at their own house. wuzman

“My friends and | rotate around each other’s houses. Most of the time when | have people
over to my house, we hang out and watch TV," said Wildman.
Though students had many activities to choose from,what was available did not always

meet their needs. o, o
“| would really like to be able to play paintball with my brother in California again because |
haven't seen my brother in years,” said Guido. : A\JL
With the variety of activities to participate in, most students were not at a loss for things to ":;:’,f,‘f
12

do. “I'm most looking forward to being in a play this year. | take classes to improve my acting
skills and at the end of the classes we have a play,” said Petticord.
Story * Becea Courtot
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\: ; “Homecoming gives everyone a chance to show their school
- i spirit and hang out with everyone. Plus, more people go to »
b & Homecoming than to regular games.”
8 - Madison Cunningham, 9

“Homecoming means lots of school spirit.
Also, all the togetherness of the community.”
- Ryan Reid, 10

‘ -g .
: “It's when the school comes together to show lots of spirit. It's
[also] when all the alumni get to come back and see everyone.”
Liz McFarland, 11
“[Homecoming] is a time for all the old people to come back.
/
-

S ) I [Also], everyone makes a float and shows lots of school spirit.”
P Derrick Ferguson, 12

- ‘.'A_‘,_v}]_‘:‘}_ v‘.‘:‘_“‘_ .
« A o < e

“[Homecoming means] gathering together everyone for the fun
activities and celebrating a victory.”
Julie Bradshaw, physical education \

Interviews * Morgan Cottongim

** Pained n school colors, Quaker g carrier Deakin cheers on Plainfieid |

" atthe Homecoming game. Deakin said, ‘| love ¢ “&: d.Craig Ray |
has been such an inspiration. He's my favorite n. ;w‘: o show

. spirit pretty much is just freaking out intensive 0

know who you're cheering for. | also pray we go to m

WihagmemeiesiwilllyeulhavelRROM
HOMECOMING

“Even when | get older, | won’t forget a few specific things about high school.
One is the fall season at PHS because no one is sick of school yet, the weather
is getting cooler and almost everyone gets behind the football team. From what
I've seen, football games are a time when everyone decides to cheer together
on one thing.

The Homecoming parade is exciting whether I'm watching it (receiving can-
dy) or riding in it (throwing candy and sneaking a handful for myself). It's great
seeing a lot of community members coming out to see a high school parade.
Many students also come out, if they’re not at home making shirts and pants,
painting their bodies or tailgating.

Tailgating has only been a recent tradition in my run here at PHS. There is
a cool vibe about chilling in the parking lot and watching an intense game of
cornhole while eating various grill-out foods like hot dogs,

burgers and Tim Hannah's world famous BBQ chicken.
These aren’t the only ways I've seen people support our
»  school. I'll remember leaving every Homecoming game
with a sore throat from screaming cheers.
Lastly, | will always remember the Homecom-
ing court. Having the honor of being nominated
by my peers is something that will always mean
something to me, no matter how old | get. To
me, winning the court doesn’t really matter that
much. The fact that I'm even up in front of the en-
tire Homecoming crowd because a lot of people
thought | was an okay guy is enough.
Qx ) Homecoming is one of the incredible experi-
L “Z ences in high school. Aimost everyone loves uniting
behind one thing, and if there is a night to do it, it's
Homecoming. High school is supposed to be one of the best times of = XF
my life, and I'm certain that | will never forget Homecoming and the memories > ' temecomins 7

that are attached to it.”
EEHEH 12




(Top) While the administrators grill the hot dogs for the senior class
during Homecoming week, seniors Brendan Jones and Paul Doebler
wait in line for the condiments. “it was pretty nice for them to do that.
| enjoyed the food,” said Jones. If the administrators were to add to
their planned activities for students, Jones had a suggestion. “| like
the breakfast idea, pancakes or something like that," he said.
Photo * Sydney Verhonik
(Bottom) Without a slight grimace, senior Alex Deckard downs a glass
of "blended Happy Meal" from McDonald's as part of Spirit Night's
festivities. “l wanted to puke in front of everybody and make a mess,”
he said. Despite drinking the nasty concoction, Deckard managed to
head to White Castle for some sliders after the competition.
Photo * Matt Wilheim
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8P Up fo show Qualer Pride

magine... going to a football game with no screaming fans, a basketball game without a pep band,

or a swimming meet with no cheering parents. That would be like a school with no school spirit.

Fans with school spirit were an important part of sports games and activities. Without them,
athletes wouldn’t have been as motivated to do well in a game. There were some schools across the
U.S. that lacked school spirit... but one thing was for sure, Plainfield was not one of them.

“I'have a lot of school spirit. I've been painting my body blue for the past two years. I also scream
so much I lose my voice every game,” senior Josh Turner stated. I think it is important to have
school spirit because it gets our players pumped up. Having all the fans behind the athlete helps give
them that extra push or the extra effort.”

There were some students that didn’t have the amount of school spirit Turner did, but they still
had some.

“I think T have a moderate amount of school spirit because I'm in Student Council and I dress up
for all the spirt days, but I don’t go all out for games; I'll just wear jeans and a Plainfield shirt,” said
senior Beth Drake.

School spirit could also help the athletes by giving them a sense of importance or accomplish-
ment.

“I think having school spirit gives athletes more confidence because it gives the athlete a reason
and it makes them feel as if they are important to the rest of the school,” Turner said.

There were usually a lot of Plainfield fans at home games.

“School spirit makes athletes more pumped up. When you are out on the field or court and you
see the stands are packed with your friends, it gets your adrenaline pumping because you want to
impress and do your best,” said junior Brian Griffin.

Having school spirit was a good way to add to the liveliness of the student body.

“It is important for kids to have school spirit because the increase in school spirit makes school
seem more interesting and exciting. I think school spirit is pride in one’s school and the ability to be
unembarrassed to show it,” said Drake.

Griffin had his own definition of school spirit: “School spirit is having respect for the school prop-
erty, rules and faculty. It is participating in activities that are presented to you, and attending sports
functions. Also school spirit is being involved in clubs and/or sports teams.”

Turner believed Plainfield’s school spirit has increased over the years he has been here. “I think
P-Town school spirit has gone up a lot in the last two years. You can never have enough spirit. But,
Plainfield has tons.”

Story * Becca Courtot
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Getting her groove on, freshman Avery Dillon dances with friends
at the Homecoming Dance. “You get to hang out with friends,”
she explained about choosing to attend the event. “You aiso get

At float building, senior Katelyn Pearcy helps puts stars on the
senior float. “I've helped with float building the last three years
and each time it has been really fun. Everyone there works to-
gether really well and gets along,” Pearcy stated. “[The best part

to meet new people.”

Photo * Matt Wilhelm

of Homecoming week is| Powderpuff. it's so much fun to play the
underclassmen and win."

Photo* Matt Wilhelm
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“School spirit is enjoying this short time in life where you are allowed to be
a kid. It is dressing crazy, painting yourself from head to toe just to support
your team and school. It is girls doing crazy things weeks in advance because
they haven't found a jersey to wear to the big game. It is piling into cars, mak-

ing T-shirts, posters,
ing your lungs
and friends to

and goodie bags for your favorite players. It's scream-
out to the point your throat burns, which forces you
go to Steak ‘n’ Shake for shakes.

School pride is celebrating a time in your life

when you see your friends everyday, go out every
weekend, and basically do what you want. Blam-
ing it all on growing up.

My first three years of high school no
one really participated in any kind of spirit
events. Now, kids are hopping the fence
and storming the football field after games,
having tailgate parties, rallies and cook-
outs. We really show school spirit and even
more than all that -- pride. | am so glad we
stepped it up my senior year. Underclass-
men keep it up! It makes school go by so
much faster. And you will create memories
that last you a lifetime. Whether you like

high school or not you have to be here, so
i enjoy it. Have tons of fun. And have school spirit
. © and fun showing your Red Pride.”

™ [ShannonfCante i)
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crazy. Don't worry about what other people think

about you, the crazier the better.”

IMeghan]kiatX10] :’

“Go to the games and cheer on the athletes.
Also, a good way to show pride is to dress up

for the spirit days.”
PustinlEowlerXii]

“I think students should paint themselves and -
be loud when they cheer. When I'm out on the
field and can hear the fans over everything else,
it drives me to play harder.”

Wsmmwmhmmw
~ all of you fellow students. Also attend all the
mmdon‘tmdv.wmmsd\ool

(Top) As they wrestle during the pep session for Homecoming, senior Josh Turner
slams senior Collin Carlucci into the jello wrestling mat. “| liked dressing up with a
mask. | like putting on a show for people,” said Carlucci. "Ben McQueen is a dancing
king. He is pretty amazing and has some moves," said Carlucci.

(Bottom) During the pep session after the Powderpuff game, senior Ben McQueen

shows sophomore Emily Longworth some of his moves as part of his own dance-off.
“[The best part of the pep session was] taking matters into my own hands and moving
the dance competition into a direction that no one knew existed,” McQueen said. °|
started dancing because | felt obligated to give people what they want.”

Photos * Matt Wilhelm
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(Below) As she stirs a chicken rice dish, junior Amanda Elmolki would rather be preparing it with a friend. *| occasionally
cook with friends. It helps because you do not have to go around looking for ingredients. You can just dump it all in at
once,” she said. Elmolki cooks, but there are things that are hard for her to make. “My mom’s homemade soup. Just
preparing all the different foods and ingredients and how much to put in is hard.”

Photo * Becca Courtot

(Right) In an attempt to make veggie roll-ups, juniors Corey Dennison and Shelby Fouty get the necessary ingredients

ready to put them all together. “| wanted to take [nutrition and wellness] because you get to learn how to make differ-

ent types of foods,” said Fouty. “It also doesn't hurt that we get to eat what we make. [The veggie roll-ups] were really
good."

Photo * Sydney Verhonik
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“Whenever we have a family get-together, we have gives me a way

taco salad. Either my grandmas or mom makes it.” to express myself.
- MoLLy Jackson, 9 Cooks look at the way other
, § cooks’ foods are presented. Cooks
~ “My great aunt always makes macaroni and give respect to other cooks who take
«  cheese. She makes it because my whole time and effort to make sure their food looks
h; family really likes it.” appealing to their customers.
‘ - Zane Fakes, 10 | enjoy cooking, because you make people
- happy when you have a great finished product.

“Definitely macaroni and cheese. My grandma
always brings cake and it’s so good.”
- Jacqueline Lynch, 11

' Making people happy with your food
really makes you feel like you have
accomplished your job and makes

you feel really good about
. “Turkey, because usually family gatherings are because yourself.”
of Thanksgiving. Regular thanksgiving and Christmas j
d stuff.”
- Zach Higgins, 12
= “Everybody loves my coleslaw because | make it every
time. Also macaroni and cheese because the kids like
it.”
- Beth Wilhelm, practical arts

Interviews * Ally Deakin and Erikah Cox

O

Cody Gentrny 12
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Get younr FASH' OR

For some students, personal style is must-have, comfort is necessany
Corbin Burroughs, 11

Jenny Belcher, 12
“My perfect outfit would
be something that is
comfortable and keeps
me warm. Also,
something with a lovely

variety of colors. |

am not really Keffryn Allison, ©

inspired. | “What inspires me to
just wear dre§s the way | do is just
whatever belng comfortable, anq
: anything cute. My favorite
| feel like store is Wet Seal. My
perfect outfit is anything

at the comfortable.”
time.”

wearing



Sefth Gray, 12
‘I don't really know what inspires me, but |
know that the easy comfortable ‘aged fit' of my
vintage clothes makes me really relaxed. My

favorite things to wear have to be my tattered Wieilisse Nords, 11

vintage jeans ... - with an old pair of “My perfect outfit would
sandalsor b boots and a vintage have to be comfortable.
T-shirt or

any of my button- | would have to say

up shirts.” an o.versized.Ze.appeiin
o shirt, worn-in jeans
'i and a pair of flip flops.

| shop anywhere from
Goodwill to Target. My
Inspiration comes

from anything that is
| colorful and pleasing
A tothe eye. | dress
 how | feel arid how
| want.”

- Couriney Paseehl, 10
“The person who
inspires me the most

is my brother, Derek. He
never cared what people
thought of how he dressed.
He dresses funky and never
tries to fit in with anyone . He
inspires me to dress the way
| love. In my perfect outfit, |
would have to be wearing
my skinny jeans with some
type of T-shirt. | love color
so | would probably be
wearing yellow, red or
orange.”

Photos, Interviews * Kristen Bender -~
-
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Students overcome fears, perform brave acts
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Courage and bravery are not on a scale because they cannot be measured in any way. Courage
to someone might be facing a fear, like speaking in public, but the next person might think of it as
saving a person from a car wreck. That is why neither could be measured, because everyone has
different expectations of bravery and courage.

An unnamed force is inside everyone that drives them to be brave. “I think it is the internal drive.

If you want something enough you will go and get it,” said senior Seth Wadsworth-Carr.

Sometimes bravery is turned on by the circumstances that people are put in. “It depends on what you are doing. [Bravery] is turned on from caring for
someone because they think highly of you or there is just blind bravery,” said senior Tony Dennis.

That internal drive that allows us to be courageous is what people call emotions. “If you love or care for someone, you would do stuff that you would
not normally do. If you are a carefree type
Dennis.

Junior Kaci Gardner said, “It might not be for the same reason but we all have a desire to help other people.”

Some people might believe that bravery is based on the gender of the person, but Wadsworth does not think so. “There are different levels of bravery,
like Indiana Jones when he goes into the lost temple. But, that does not mean that girls are any less brave, just in different ways,” he said.

Gardner believed that gender has nothing to do with bravery. “Bravery does not have anything to do with strength, just if you have the guts to do it,”
she said.

of person] and you need to be brave, you can knuckle down and be real serious if you needed to,” said

When people think of courage, they might also mix bravery with it. Dennis believed that they are separate in a way. “Courage is standing up to
something that you are afraid of or that will come back and bite you. Bravery is more based on morals. It’s standing up for what is right,” he said.

If her family were in danger, Gardner would be more courageous than if it were a complete stranger. I would be more courageous if my family were
in trouble because they are the people that care about you the most,” said Gardner. “I don’t want to sound mean, but other people you could live without,
but your family are closer to you and will always be there to give you
support.”

Story * Matt Wilhelm

Christian Arvin, 9

Markus Benson, 10

Rachael Snyder, 11

Carter Eakin, 12

Interviews * Matt Wilhelm Chris Cavanaugh, social studies teacher




While working hard for the cheerleading competition, sophomores Stacey Heffernan and Allison
| Deakin build with sophomore Erikah Cox. Although Cox had some rough times in the past with

a concussion from a fall, she overcame her fear and got back up on the top of the build. I just |
told myself that | have been doing this for a while so | just needed to go back to where | left off,” &

Cox said. The hardest part of building for Cox when she came back was she still felt “dizzy from &5

the concussion.” She also stated that she was still scared because “my symptoms aren't really
gone and | don't want it to happen again.”

Photo* Matt Wilhelm |

In an attempt to fight back tears, sophomore Brittany Valdez gains courage from senior Melanie |
McGowen after giving blood at the Student Council-sponsored blood drive. “Giving blood takes
) courage because it is very scary. It's hard to let yourself sit there with a needle in your arm,”
said Valdez. “[My experience at] the blood drive was nerve-wracking.” Valdez remarked she will
be able gain courage to donate blood again because ‘it is for a good cause and it is the right
thing to do.”
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Self-expression is first
on.the list for some students
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Hairspray and a mirror allow freshman Emily Winship to perfect rarbék. smmumm
look o her hair, but used her attire as well. *| express myself through my shoes,  lot,” Winship said.
“Everyone mmbmmwmm wear. 1Mmmmm »
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Chnistina
Collins,
12

shmipretty laid back, so  “[Tattooing] is a form “I got my tattoo B
}like to wear jeans and a of expressing yourself it's my zodj
t-shirt. 1 keep it simple.” | choose not to use. | was ap

don’t plan on getting from 48

tattoos because later si

down the road it might

be something | regret

getting.”

e body art as a form

hing |'ve always
said Adde ns my family initials{ it §ymbolizes
my famlv and my grandpa who passed away."
Photo * Stephen Copeland

Wheat DelSSheur tattee MEAN £ YOU~2

| knew for a while th§ * the tattoo. It has a lot r)f meaning to my family. When my
mom was a little girl, she § er parents she loved them 3-5-6, which to her was more than
anything in the world, thaiggest number she knew. As my brothers and sisters and | grew
> then kotd oug@BEBRBaNd grandparents we loved them 3-5-6. My brother goldthie"3=5-6
on his hESEEREIREN 25 17. | was 16 and thought | was readyafor the 3-5-6 tatioo,

y parents allowed me to have a tattoo. When | showed up,
worried about how bad this was going to hurt.
ng to back out or not. | wasn't sure if | was
for the rest of my life. When A he (Ron
realized it wasn't that bad. v Better than
ing pain, but | was able
fter about a half
as ready to be
it was over

eend |

i it means
with another

Parrish, 11

(Below, top) At Excalibur Ink in Indianapolis, senior
Kathleen Lee has the final touches added to her
tattoo. “I got a four leaf clover. | looked at all the
art work they had on the wall and it stuck out, so |
instantly wanted it. It didn't have any meaning, it was
just something | liked," said Lee. * | have two tattoos
now. | got the four leaf clover first, then | wanted
another so | went back five days laterand gotmy
msign.uo.mmmusm “mnf-s-

1
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. . “I get up every morning to talk “It doesn't really influence “The Aden comes on in our “l always like to challenge “My background is Irish and
© . to my parents. We watchthe  my daily life. | don't think we house and that is the call what | want. | wanted to know even though we've had rough
news as a family.” really do anything different to prayer. My mom cooks various kinds of culture, times, I've found myself to be
b= » than any other family.” Egyptian food every night for including American. Even positive and full of blarney.
= Ethan Wildman dinner.” today, | want to experience all Music is also very important
’ 9 Camille Stephens, new worlds. Those help me to me.”
° E 10 Deena Mohamed, to grow.”
: 1" Pat Cavanaugh,
a Bomi Kim, social studies teacher
12
Interviews * Sydney Verhonik
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mom's side,” said Hignite. “It's
important to know about your
ancestors because they are a pa
of you, and where you came

With his mom, senior Nathan Ellis looksiove
album of family pictures. “I like to se

have changed,” he explained. “The oldér
better | look." Ellis felt that family he

How does your family’s HERITAGE impaect your LIFE?
“Not everyone in the world lives the same lifestyle. Each person and their families have a unique way of life. This is what makes our country
diverse. Imagine how it would be if we all ate the same food, dressed the same way or did everything like one another.
Both of my parents come from Syria, a Middle Eastern country. My mom pays great attention to the food we eat. Every once in a while, we will
have some sort of food that is stuffed with rice, such as zucchini, green peppers, grape leaves and others. Most of the foods we eat have salad
or yogurt as a side dish. Two well-known dishes my family loves are Tabouli and hummus. Hummus is a popular dish to eat during the month of
Ramadan. Ramadan is the month in which Muslims refrain from eating from sunrise until sunset. My mom and | spend most of the time in the
kitchen cooking and baking. She does the cooking and | do the baking. Once a week, the Muslim community gets together at the Islamic
Center to break the fast together.
Over the summer, | visited Syria. It had been about two years since | have last been there. Some things have changed there, but
definitely not the traditional weddings. Personally, | enjoy the weddings most of all. The weddings start off with a men’s procession. Men
s yell out phrases with traditional musical instruments playing the background. The groom stands with his family and listens to what the other
. men jokingly have to tell him about marriage. At the wedding reception, women and girls dance and socialize. When the bride arrives later
on in the wedding, her mentor advises her on making the right decisions. At the end of the wedding, the groom comes and he is greeted and
congratulated.
My Syrian heritage allows me to experience the convergence of two heritages and
cultures, and gives an insight into the molding of the different cultures of the old world to make
the new world of ours.” raml § e/ age 19

<Reihei! Seiil, ©




What makes you unigue to everyone else?

“I make a lot of my own clothes and jewelry. | wear bizarre-colored eyeshadow.”

Would you change how you are for someone else?

“No! Changing would just make me less of me. It would make me more of what someone else wanted me to be.”
Describe your ideal day.

“First, | wouldn't go to school. | would eat Cheetos and | would paint. | would watch Spongebob. Then, | would
have a party with my closest friends.”

What is a moment in your past you regret? Why?

“Probably when | got a B in art. | know that sounds silly, but it really disappointed me because I'd never had that
grade in art."

From and outside point-of-view, who are you?

“| think people find me to be loud and obnoxious. To my friends, | am just funny. People will stereotype, regard-
less.”

Who always brings a smile to your face?

“My neighbor, Beth. She always makes me smile. She just does stupid things that are funny.”

In your opinion, would the world be better or worse without money?

“| think it would be better because people would treasure what they had. They wouldn't be greedy.”

“I'm claustrophobic. [I'm afraid] people will try,
2F il | ~ - and scare me by locking me in a closet or some-
y thing.”

scared to be alone. [I think] most people
' are scared to be alone.”

: | Alabama. It's just something that
't come up that much.”

usic. | don’t know really any of the
, but | listen to 96.3 all the time."
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If tomorrow were the last day on earth, what would you do and why?
| would spend time with family and friends because | love them.”
What are things that annoy you? (pet peeves) Why do they annoy you so much?
“Bad and improper manners. They should have manners because it's disrespectful.”
Describe your ideal day. How is it different from a regular day?

day without school. School is tough because of my classes. I'm taking chemistry and CHAP."
What's the most exciting thing you have ever done? Why was this so exciting?
Tubing with my family; we go once a year. We go fast in the lake. It's in El Cart, Wisconsin.”
What is something you want to change about your character/personality? Why?
“Be more respectful to people around me. It would help people see me as a nice person instead
of remembering me another way.”
What moment in your past makes you the most upset or regretful? Why?
“Not spending enough time with family members that passed away. | would talk to them, ask
them about their past [childhood]

mar w/ D(Op\( know about )/OH ? Why don t tncy know these things?

_ g for an adventure, | love creating things and
playing music, I'm a se cohalic, and while some people think I'm 1 smart, | can be the biggest ditz in the world.”
What 1g you have ever done? Why was this so exc*tmg’

Going to g things I've ever done. It was an amazing, adventure-filled experience
really fell in love w e people there and would gladly hop on the next plane and go back

What makes you un

| thin 0 3¢ S€ 3 h differen
perspect ! g vith my faith and the fact that I'm an eternal optimist

What are things that annoy you? Why do they annoy you'so much?

My biggest pe sve is line-cufting. It's so rude. It's like saying I'm better than you are and deserve to get my food

first.’ | hate it

Would you change how you are for anyone? Why or why not?

e sometimes wishes that he or she was smarter or prettier or more talented
) © hers, but | know that everything about me is the way God intended me to be

You can't live your life being who others want you to be. You have to be yourself and be content with that

Describe who you are and what you believe in as if you were sharing it with another person

| am a Christ follower. When people hear the word ‘Christian’ it makes them think of religion and rules, but that's not

what Christianity is about. I's about a relationship with Jesus. That is the most important and wonderful part of my life

and is someone | want to share with everyone

What is something you want to change about your character/personality? Why?

‘| would like to change my ability to talk in front of groups. That's probably my weakest point.”

How would you describe your happiest moment?

“A couple of years ago, we took a trip out west for three weeks. | got to spend a lot of time with my family
and saw some really cool things."

What are things that annoy you?

‘I really don't like people that cuss. Words can be hurtful and you don't need to use foul language at all.”
What's the most exciting thing you have ever done? Why was this so exciting?

‘Probably when | went to Disney World because there are a lot of cool things there, including “Tower of
Terror." “Tower of Terror' is the ride I've ridden the most.”

If you could live as someone else, who would it be and why?

“Pele, the Brazilian soccer player, because he’s my favorite soccer player of all time."

What are the three most important things in your life? Why are they so important?

“(The most important thing to me is] the Bible. It has the laws that you should live your life by. [Next is] my
family. [I like] hanging out with them, they teach me ways to live my life. [Lastly] sports are what | like to
do, besides playing video games. They are fun and entertaining.”

If tomorrow were the last day on earth, what would you do and why?

“| would hope that God would give me the courage to witness so that people would be saved. God loves
everyone

“One thing many people don't know about me is that I'm actually a religious person. Many
people don't know this because I’'m not the quiet, stereotypical religious high schooler. It's not
like it's something | try to hide or am ashamed of, it’s just that no one really asks.

My faith also isn’t something | feel like | need to put on display for everyone to see and
judge me by. I'd rather have them figure it out by the way I live my life. | feel it would affect
them more in a quiet way rather than me shoving it in their face.

| think if more people would take the time to get to know me, they would see that I'm not
Jjust the loud, obnoxious person | come off as.”
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What could ctudonr 3 to stay
more Organizé
“[Students should] have more folders.
Keep your locker clean; not have loose papers in your locker,

so you can find things easier.”
Amanda Deckard, 9

“Use binders and folders to keep different class papers
separated. [Then] you can find what you need.”
Sarah Burke, 10

“[Students] should definitely use an agenda to keep track of
assignments, and have folders to put papers in. Personally, |
don’t stay organized, | stuff all of my papers in my books.”
Travis Humphrey, 11

“| stay organized by doing what I'm supposed to do at that
time. For example, if | get an assignment that is due next
week, | will get it done today; just in case | would have a

question. Students shouldn’t procrastinate and get things

done when assigned.”
Areeb Khan, 12

“Students can stay organized by having a ‘system’- a
centralized place for everything. Binders with different
specific sections are a great idea. | try to stay organized
by having bins or folders for every class and student. This

P

(Top) Cleaning out her backpack, sophomore Abby Neal tries to

creates a labeled space where everything goes when you’re
finished with it. It also makes it easy to find something if you
need it again.”
Stephanie Eldridge, English teacher

her items. Students tend to lot in their backpacks N

the basics: my notebooks, and my agenda, so | don't have to carry a bunch
of stuff around,” she said. Keeping a backpack clean can be very hard. "All
the miscellaneous papers that | get are the harde:

advised in g freshman to “Just carry around the

andar for every class

What ie a NOrmal pav like for you?

“BANG! That's the sound | hear when | wake up as ninjas slash down the door to my room. Although
that would seem odd to most of the students at Plainfield High School, it is how | start my day, every day.
After | spend around 10 minutes defeating the ninjas, | get ready for school, doing the regular things:
showering, brushing my teeth and eating breakfast. | leave for my day around 7 a.m., and drive to school
for about five minutes. Once | get to school, | have to keep my eye out for the dangers that lurk in the
hallways. After | go to my locker in the morning, | head over to the foreign language hallway to hang out
with friends and have Mrs. Nichols help me with some Spanish homework. Once the five minute bell
rings, | immediately leave Mrs. Nichols room and begin heading towards my first class ... physics.
Physics starts my day off, and it's pretty easy for me to get there, | don't feel rushed,

except by the locker-monsters, but that's a completely different story. After

physics, | go to honors English, stopping at my locker on the way, so | don’t
have to bring physics stuff to English. Once I'm done with English, | have to get
to the other side of the school to go to world history, that is my hardest trek
through the building. From world history to art history | have no time to

go to my locker, so | carry both binders and my World History book in
my backpack. After art, | go to Ms. Trapkus's class. | go to my locker
again and get my Algebra Il binder, but | don’t have Algebra Il next.
Why would | get this, you ask? Because | have jewelry, then Algebra

Il and | do not have time to get back to my locker.

Once my last class is over, | am relieved, because it means one
more day of school is done. | go back to
my locker and get my homework, which
usually consists of physics, English and
Spanish, which is pretty exciting stuff. | go
to my car and drive home, usually thinking
my adventures for the day are over

but sometimes they aren’t.”

F C ) d Morken. “[
Only every once in a while because [sharing 2

annoying.’

Photo * Morgan Cottongim

After class, junior Kevin Tackett loads

up his backpack for his next class. “[l

MR think it is important to stay organized]

s Dbecause if you want to get your home-

8 work done, you have to stay organized,”

B said Tackett. “Be prepared or you won't
graduate.”

Photo by Rachelie Kempf




sophomore Chris
is enormous backpack. ‘It is
eep your backpack organized,"
SHUIeE “You won't lose homework and
keep your things all together.”

Photo * Kristen Bender

In the English
hallway, junior i\ AF
Zac Treash sorts P
through his e . :‘,/
locker. Treash iy
said, “[Being
organized], you
know where
everything is, so
%, you save time.
You don't
to worry about
forgetting about
something or not
getting dongs
Phote’

As she searches to find her book,
sophomore Morgan Cottongim prevents

a mess outside her locker. “There are
about five other people that put their
things in my locker,” said Cottiongim.
“It doesn't bother me, but sometimes | b AT
peaple’s books|or binders get bent or : |

torn."
| Photo * Sydney Verhonik \ k o
| ‘ ! ' " "1 l
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\ 55 Amost-completely to the top of the hill, juniors Kyle Satterthwaite and Stephanie Lee check outthe -
ity W landstape at Anderson Orchard as they drive through the mud. “Alex Deckard got me into mm"-s
“TUNA~  said Satterthwaite. “He taught me how to keep control of my truck and do insane things without

\\ hurting myself.” .

N Photo* Ashley Pickel
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(Inset) Tighly gripping the reigns, freshman Karissa Brummett jumps her horse over an obstacle in the
y indoor arena at her family's farm. “You never know what the horse is going to do. It depends on if they
are in a good mood or not if something will happen,” she said. “[One time] my saddle fell underneath
/ the horse. | had to jump off.”
W o 1 k VENSI S f Photo® Kristen Bender
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Why did YOU initially start BOXIN®?

“Boxing is one of those sports that you're never really sure why you do it and how you get into it. | can sort of explain this.
One of my friends, Nick Lewis-Walls became involved with boxing due to a pressure from one of his friends Rob Prichard. Nick told
me about it and it sounded interesting. Boxing doesn't require that much of you. You get out of it what you put into it and you can '
make it as tough as you want to. It really works your stamina, agility, hand-eye coordination and strength. You also need to have
somewhat of a mental toughness and pain tolerance. Just about anyone can box and many people do, but few are any good.
Boxing is also helping me out in my Ironman training. The Ironman is a triathlon that is a 2.4 mile swim, 112 mile
bike, then a 26.2 mile run. A boxing match is nothing compared to the Ironman. The pain you go through in boxing can't
compare with that in the Ironman, so | use this to my advantage. Also, you can’t be afraid of someone bigger than
you. | don't really fear anything because the worst that could happen is...| could die. | don't fear death, so | don't fear
a boxing event. Plain and simple. | have biked at three in the morning in the dark on country roads which is much
scarier than boxing, especially when dogs chase you. Like | said before, you are as good as you make yourself to
be. | don't really practice that much, only about two to three hours every other weekend. The Ironman training is
much more significant - two and a half hours a day during the week and three to four hours a day on the weekends.
So naturally, | am not that good because my hand-eye coordination is that of a rock or some inanimate object.
However | am working at it. | do encourage anyone to box, at least for the exercise. You can go into the gym and '
never hit anyone if you don't want to. You can just bag punch which is

completely cool as well.

Living en the Eage 24 <Lui® Rossler , 12
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What is the most

EXTREME activity
in which you have
particiapted?

“l jumped off a
1 roof with all of my
friends. We just
wanted to try it.”

-Jonathon Adams, 9

“The most
extreme thing |
- have done is the
Quarter Horse
Congress. It's
the biggest horse
show in the nation. | got to
show in it

-Brianna Fischer, 10

“The most
’ . I extreme thing
| have done is
‘ ‘ street racing.
It gets your
adrenaline

running. | like to drive.”

-Steven Coleman, 11

“*= "l went bungee
\\  jumpingin
Florida. My
% cousin came to
1 visit me (I'm from
Florida) and we
decided to bungee jump last
minute.”

-Jennifer Rooke, 12

“I was in Vietnam
for three days.
We were in
Saigon while they
r ) \Were blowing it
up. It was the
longest three days of my life.”

-Dana Greene,
P.E. Instructor

PAL an evening practice with the
Gymtyme League Allstars in Kentucky,
sophomore Tori Johnson rehearses a
routine with a teammate. “I chose to go
to Kentucky to practiee.because they
are one of the: §in the country,”
1 8aid Johnson. ith a better gym
will help me get into @ good college
Plus, | enjoy being able to compete with

atop team”
' Phot * Morgan Catongim |
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’Kayla Copeland, 9

Caitlin Kapps, 11

Rachelle Klinger and
Liz Kinkelaar, 12

rsalgsenior Holli Best and sophomore »
'S emotions. “| play Irene, the

iety wc Y obnoxious ex-girifriend,” said , . B
] M‘ acking'because you look out and 6" vy
the audience, but it gives Me a rush of energy.” /
Photo * Kristen Bender .
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Kacie Thompson, 11, Tyler B
Andrew Sartin, 12 Collins, 9 and Devon Krutz, 9 Nick Bohney, 12

-
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Katy Perona, 11 and Ryan Meacham, 10 Jenny Aker, 12 Caitlin Leming, 10

I\ﬁ"ﬁMgféoaHy-talented students give all during Crazy for You

) Beealk @ Lego - o

" ! b . v
Describe the ROLE you pleyed in Crazy for You:
“Portraying Mitzi in the musical Crazy for You was a fun yet
interesting role to play. The musical itself was about a young man
putting on a musical in the Old West and at the same time
falling in love with one of the small town A Qi
Mitzi fits into all of this by being one of the
performers in the musical they are putting #
on. | also played another type of role as §&
a ditsy blonde in some of the scenes. In
the dream sequence, which was the song
‘| Can't Be Bothered Now.' | was one of the
ten follies girls. We had blonde wigs, sparkling
jewelry and lavender outfits to fit the ditsy role of
a follies girl. All-in-all, | had a wonderful experience
in the musical Crazy for You."

Emlly Stephens, 11

Winsical 27
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D oor 10 was used as an entrance by many students. Every day, students passed
through that particular entrance. Many teachers were gathered at the end of the English
hall to greet students and answer any questions. This environment made early mornings at
Plainfield High School a little easier.

The faculty and staff were very polite and concerned, qualities of awesome employees.

The faculty seems caring and concerned about students needs,” sophomore Josh
Smith. “The teachers are really nice and easily become friends.”

In agreement with Smith about the faculty qualities senior Kari Totten said, “Most of the
teachers show that they care more than just about your grade, that is really important to
me.”

The daily routine of the school was possible because of the faculty and support staff.
Josh

They worked hard to make the school a pleasant and clean place. Smith
10

“They make it easier for the flow of the day to go by. They help to keep us organized,”
said Totten.

Junior Jon Dynes agreed: “Everyone works as a team to keep things running.”

Much like a sports team, the faculty and staff worked together as teammates, which
made the day run much smoother; however, unlike a sports team, the players worked to
influence teenagers' lives. Some made an impact on the lives of students that would last a
lifetime.

“| want to work in schools, so | notice how kids are treated. It makes me think about how | "'1"1"’
want to treat kids when | become a teacher,” said Totten.
Students may not have realized the luck they gained through the faculty. /«
“The teachers make me a better student because they show support for what | enjoy,” )
said Dynes. i S
Teachers were very supportive of the student body. Faculty, however, did not just include
the teachers. The faculty also included the administrative positions and support staff. These 7
employees may not received complete recognition; however, these persons worked just as r::ﬁn

hard as the teachers preforming different tasks. 12
“The support staff does all the stuff we don't see. They keep the school running clean and
smoothly,” said Smith. ‘I am impressed with the staff, very impressed.”
Story * Kristen Bender ]

% e 39"

Foa «<, '




Foculty £ Staff

VACW/ Oict Woes 2D HE B B EEEEEEEEEEMND



o EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE oo w3




ledl/Ame ~— Deabe
EEFisher
Media Specialist '

Education:
Tippecanoe Valley H.S.
Indiana University
Favabcobcsb.e

to ‘| would love to travel to Europe. There is so
~ “In high school, | went skydiving with my  much culture and history to study and enjoy.”
friends for graduation -- it was awesome!”
Advice:

Advice: “Take your time and enjoy high school.
“Do, or do not - there is no ‘try.” Being a grown-up is not all it's cracked up
to be. Don't be in a hurry!”

N\
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Kelly/A: Kyle
Williams Tutterow

“l was in a ‘homemade’ production of
 *Pride and Prejucice’ for a class project.
~ Iloved being able to play Elizabeth
‘Bennet. She has such a strong and willful
, i

i Advice:

~ “Be prepared for anything, be responsible
P * ' enough to handle everything and still love
Vb & what you are doing at the same time.”

L a4
L

/)

Rebert Clen
\Williams]i|
English Teacher

Education:
Plainfield High School
Johnson Bible College; IUPUI

Hobby: Carpentry
Favorite musical groups:

Lynyrd Skynyrd, Metaliica

“Some day, | would like to build
my own house from start to
finish. | am very fulfilled after

finishing a project, seeing what
I can do with my hands, and
challenging my creativity.”

Advice:

“Don't listen to negative people.

You can do anything you put your

mind to.”
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Support staff work hard f keep school running smoothly

No food, trash everywhere, burned
out light bulbs and telephones ringing
endlessly: the end of the world?
No, but this would be the school
environment if all of the support staff
suddenly stopped doing their jobs.

While students may not have
realized it, those people who worked
“behind-the-scenes” were the ones
that made the school run as smoothly
as it did. On a daily basis, the cafeteria
workers prepared and served food to
the students, the custodians cleaned
up and made the school a safe place
and the secretaries helped people get
to where they needed to go. Without
them, the school would have been \
total bedlam.

“IThe most important “behind-
the-scenes” job] is the janitor
because they clean up after the staff
and students,” said senior Stephane
Hubbard. “Students don’t really
notice the behind-the-scenes staff
because I don’t ever see any of the
students talking to them.”

Junior Thomas Kappler agreed
that the janitors had the most important
job. “They are the ones that have to
clean up after us,” Kappler stated.

as well as

12

-

Rachel
Turk, 9

students come in hungry [an
them [their food.]" Maurer said
because this is my first year here and | used to work with elemen-
tary [students.]

eing able to fe
took me a while t

Photo * Ally

Deakin
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Stephane
Hubbard,

'

Thomas
Kappler,
1

“I don’t think that they are treated

they should be and they
do a lot more than
we give them credit
for.”

For some, it
was more than just
cleaning up after the
staff and students. It
was those dedicated
staffers who made it
possible for students
to participate in
activities outside of
the classroom. “[The
most important
“behind-the-scenes”
job] is the sports
administrator,”
said freshman
Rachel Turk. “He
is very involved
in athletics and no
one appreciates him
'l. enough. I also don’t

think the students

recognize how much
the support staff
does for us.”
Though students
may not have shown
their appreciation for
the support staff, they
certainly understood what
would happen if there was
not a crew behind-the-
scenes making sure the
school was functioning
properly. “I think school
would be a mess if all
of the support people
suddenly  disappeared
and no one would have
lunch because they clean
up after us and serve us
food,” Hubbard said.

“OfF all of the
support staff suddenly
disappeared] it wouldn’t
continue,” agreed
Kappler.  “Everything
would be chaos.”

Students also knew
that they were the ones
that often offered the

most challenges to the
support staff as they did
their respective jobs.
“The most challenging
part of a support staff
member’s job would
be cleaning and fixing
things because there
are a lot of students
and they make a lot

of trash,” related
Hubbard.
Kappler  agreed:

“Dealing with Kkids
[would be difficult],”
he said. “They are just
not mature yet.”
Indeed, the lack

of teens’ maturity

made them sometimes indifferent
to the hard work that the support
staff often put in. “They don’t get
acknowledged,” said Turk.
students] don’t treat them very
good because they don’t recognize
how much they do for us.”
Recognizing the need to give the

would tell them they did a “good

job every now and then,” while
Hubbard noted she would “sa
thank you to all of them.”

Turk added, “If the support staff
suddenly disappeared, we would
suddenly realize that we need
them.”

..[The

support staff more recognition for

their efforts, Kappler added that he

What s & typical DAY in the cefeteria?

Story * Sydney Verhonik

“Atypical day in the cafeteria starts at 6:45 a.m. Two of our cafeteria staff
starts preparing breakfast and has it out and ready by 7:15 a.m. Most of our
staff starts work about 8:00 or 8:30 a.m. We have our cafeteria broken up

into departments.

Our bake department is responsible for baking cookies, getting the fruit
of the day ready and any of the Jell-o or pudding parfaits made. We have a
salad department that gets the salads prepared, makes mashed potatoes or
prepares the vegetable of the day.

Our main dish department consists of making our main entrées. They
make our sub sandwiches and wraps. They cook hamburgers, chicken pat-
ties, pizza, and bake the taco salad shells. The days we have chili, tacos,

spaghetti or sloppy joes you may find them making it from

scratch. All of the food has to be ready by 11:15 a.m.
During lunch time everyone is either serving food or
cashiering, with the exception of the main dish depart-
ment. We keep two of our ladies in the back, one
who prepares the French fries and one who keeps

the sandwiches stocked up. We have a kitchen
manger that oversees daily operation of the caf-
eteria, she has several reports she does daily
and places the food orders. When lunch is over
everyone pitches in with the cleanup. Everything
has to be sanitized. Usually a typical day will end

by 2:00 p.m.”
ey Celllins,
fleed sevices cirecier




“They work really hard to make sure
everything is clean for our student body.
The lunch room staff keeps us full so we

can concentrate on school work.”
Lindsay Kivet, 9
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“To keep our school clean. They make e
our school look nice and happy to be in.” g'
Robbie Wittman, 10 5
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“They keep the school clean for us.
They also are friendly and make us feel
welcome.”

Kali Patterson, 10

“If it wasn’t for the custodians, the bath-
rooms would be disgusting. If it wasn’t for
the lunch ladies, we wouldn’t have this
delicious and nutritious food.”
Kyle Rusie, 12

hy is the school support

W

nterviews * Heather Hedges
\ e

Just after a student was pushed into a vending machine
and the glass broke, Head Custodian Bob Crosby was
there to clean up the mess. “[| am] picking up trash and
Coke spills and Gatorade spills all the time,” said Crosby.
In addition to unexpected clean-ups, the custodians have
a full day. “First, we unlock doors, check air and heating,

jndow, treasurer
tes out a receipt

ing to meet the
efting to know
igb. Also, watching
an year fo se-
them graduate

& Sears. ‘| was
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le in the ceiling is
hot and very difficult to set the cable
run t

Adam McGowen
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At the Tri Kappa-sponsored Gingerbread Christmas,
sophomore Traven Jonas volunteers at the coat check
to earn money for the sophomore class. “I decided to
sign up so | could help the school because they said
they needed help during the third shift,” he said. “It
was rewarding because | had a good time and learned a
little.”

Photo * Ally Deakin

While in jewelry class, junior Melissa Norris carefully
winds paper around a straw to make paper beads.
“Art helps me manage stress because it is fun to be
creative,” she said. “My favorite time to be creative is at
night before | go to bed, because that is when | actually
have some down-time.”

Photo * Kristen Bender

Looking for confirmation of a correct answer, freshman
Elaina Brown reviews for a test in French class. Brown
felt that reviews were “a fun way to learn.” She chose
to take French because “I like that language.”

Photo * Kristen Bender
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Gothic, punk, preppy and jock -- students often stereotyped one another based on
appearance and activities. However, most teens were multi-dimensional; in addition to being
a “jock,” they could also be a best friend, a sibling and a volunteer. Ultimately, the teen years
were meant to help people “find themselves” and develop confidence and self-acceptance
-- not always easy to do when one was being judged all the time.

‘I try to be myself and accept who | am, no matter who I'm around,” said sophomore
Tyler Swinney. “If someone doesn't like who or what | am, | won't change myself for their
satisfaction.”

Junior Lauren Hogue agreed: “I don't care what people think about me,” she said. “I try

my hardest and | believe in myself.” :
However, freshman Olivia East sometimes felt overwhelmed when she was around critical @ _
peers. ‘| feel really small as an underclassman,” she said, “but, you get used to it.” g

Recognizing that everyone at some time felt a lack of confidence, East said that she '
reassured her friends by telling them “they are confident and saying nice things about

them.” " 1¥m
When reassuring friends about their abilities, Hogue said she would talk to them and try w,": -

to make them feel better about the situation, while Swinney said he would give them some
motivation.

Of course, friends could reciprocate and give confidence back. East reported that her
friends influenced her level of confidence because of how they “treat me and support me.”

Most everyone had a person who was able to boost their self confidence. For East, it was
her mom. “She believes in me a lot, that | can do anything | want,” she said.

Hogue also had a family member she could turn to. “My dad,” she said. “He boosts my self
confidence before cheer competitions or any other sport.”

Swinney opted for a furry friend to give him confidence. “My dog Winston never says
anything bad to me or about me,” he related.

As far as confidence went, Swinney felt that he was a fairly confident individual. ‘I like to
think that I'm funny and laugh at my own jokes,” he said.

‘I just try to be who | am and do well in school,” added East.

In order to gain confidence, students often had to go through a growing experience. For
Hogue, that experience was becoming a freshman. “When | came to high school, | had more '
responsibilities,” she said. K

-

High school also brought more confidence to East, who said, “When | hit high school, | Olivia
became more reliable.” Eagst

Swinney also grew up during that time frame. “Between my eighth grade and freshman
year, | [learned] when | can joke around with my friends and teachers, and when to take them
seriously,” he said. “I never used to be like that.”

Story * Erikah Cox
Diviaex™ =7
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Allison Cunningham  Amber Cunningham  Madison Cunningham Brian Daniels

Q: What is it like to go to the same school as your
sister?

A: “It's really good for me because she helped me find
my way around the school in the beginning of the year.
She also helps me with my homework and with getting to
know who all of the teachers are.”

Q: What are some of the negative aspects of having a sister?

A:“I don't think there are any negative aspects. My sister is my best
friend.”

Q: What are some of the positive aspects of having a sister?

A: “She can help me with a lot of the things I'm going through right now.
Since she is older, she has already been through them.”

Q: What did you and your sister do together when you were younger
and what do you do now?

A: “We used to fight a lot. We played with our neighbors all the time, rode
bikes and played games. Now, we hang out with our friends and go a lot of
places together.”

Q: Do you like being the youngest or would you rather be the oldest?
Why or why not?

A: “I would rather be the oldest because | could boss her around like she
does me. But then again, | like being the youngest because | learn from

< =/ nice for him when he does y
what she does. When she gets in trouble for something, then | know not to . . things for me all the time,”

do that.”
Kistin Pesr, 9
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“I get a car ride to school and he will buy me
something at lunch if | forget my money. [ can't

think of any disadvantages. | don't have to worry
yabout how l'act with him.”

ot Cambasy 9

“The disadvantage is that it is hectic around the
house and | don't get to see my older sibling. An
advantage is that | can blame things on them.”

Aomlly 9

“People already know you so you are cool with
people you have met through your sibling, but it
can be a disadvantage because you already have
a reputation from your sibling. People stereotype
you like your sibling.”

Aaron MeQpnaat, 9

“I can get a ride to school and | don't have to ride
the bus. | also get to share clothes. This makes
my wardrobe wider. We don't really get to see

eachother durii school, but we are friends.”

Elanptos 9

“I.share a room with my older brother, so there

is little privacy. My older siblings help me with
homework, transportation, words of advice and
lifestyle choices. They serve as great role models.”

K Clvistian o

Interviews * Becca Courtot
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William Hump‘ﬂep, 9

Tayler Pelix, 9

Brittany Lane, 9

Lyle smith, 9

T;g(er Lawson, 9



Savannal Hecht, 9
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In order to stay involved with school, freshman Megan
Schmedake does her geometry homework. “If | want
to stay in track, | have to good grades,” said Schme-
dake. “| wanted to do something for the school, sports
. wise, and | thought that track would be fun. 've met a
lot of new people and my grades have stayed up.”

Patrick Patterson Joshua Patton David Pearcy

o Gta 6 T

Caityanne Petticord Benjamin Phillips Christopher Phillips Marty Pickett

eshmen Lyvelved 44

r N Q: How have you gotten invo
A: “I'm in marching band. The cc

* you start the better.” MR
Q:What are good ways to get involved?
A: “Clubs or sports are good ways to get involved. Besides,
It gives you something to do.”
Q: Is it intimidating as a freshman to join clubs andlor sports?
A: “For me it wasn't intimidating, | got used to all of the people.”
Q: How has being involved in marching band helped you get involved?
A: “It's helped me make friends. You have fun and you get to do a lot of
things.”
Q: Is school the best place to get involved with a group or club?
A: “It can be. It's more than just school. You could also get involved with a

church group.
Avirer Eidman g

Q: When is the best time to get invol .

“I like to
be active involved in
and meet track and
new / soccer. It
people. helps me
Igoto meet new
that I've clubs. people

a lot of friends through Also, | can stay inshape  and it gives me something
extracurricular activiies.”  geoueiio (GRS whil playing sports.” to do.”
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guys and take the time to get tg
know them."
Photo * Sydney

Dillon Robinson

Colby Robertson

Ethan Roach
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Sierra Simmons Ethan Simpson Ben Sisson Melissa Skirvin

Graham Schoen

At track practice,
freshman Chris Fricker
does leg exercises.
Fricker explained that he
chose athletics as his way
to get involved in high
school. He said, “I'm on
sports teams to keep in
shape and because it's
fun. Also, | get to be with
friends, which keeps me

involved.”
Photo * Adam McGowen
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In an attempt to stay healthy,
- . - mm "mm  freshman Jacob Lockard works

out in the weight room. “{l work

Freshman strive to start good habits ~ ouisownenigetoieri con'

have to worry about losing
weight," said Lockard. “In order
Q: Do you value your health? to stay healthy, | go to baseball
A: “Yes, because if I'm not healthy, | could become obese. | f;'ztp th' r:t::;yestzmﬂ‘ -
couldn't do as much as | wanted.” Photo* Ashiey Pickel
Q: Do you believe sports contribute to being healthy? —_——
A: “Yes, because it gives me my daily exercise to keep -
healthy. | play football, baseball and | wrestle."
Q: Do your friends affect how healthy you are?
A: No, because just what they say doesn't influence what | eat. | don't really

care what they think.”
Q: How many times a week do you workout?
A: “| work out to be healthy every day for about an hour. | lift here after
= s G
Bighus 9
“When “It's not ’ ‘ “If you are
il you are ' ‘ important healthy,
a healthy to be to be you can

you live healthy, have more
longer. but | don’t fun in life
You can =t | eallyfesl S pecause
do more the urge you are

with your life, too.” to be in shape.” able to do more.”
] Kafla Copalaty 9 m&: sandy

Joel Smith Katelyn Smith Nicholas Smith Rachel Smith

— \ 4 !
-~ ~
Michael Tinkle Tara Todd Gregg Travis

—~ - =
4 o e

133 bF
el

Ariana Velazquez Andrew Verhonik

)

Maxwell Ulrich Samuel Ulrich

Yoechen feallh 46

Allison Stoots Shane Stults

% | b
- i, =

Elissa Waitman Nathan Walker



Peeling the wrapping off her fruit dip, freshman Emma
Jay enjoys a healthy lunch in the cafeteria. Jay explained
that she chose to eat healthy because “you don't get sick
as often, plus, it gives you energy.” She added that the
energy healthy food gave her was “better than regular
sugar because you don't get a sugar high and come down
really fast. The energy lasts.”

Photo * Beth Drake
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“No, | don’t want to share all the privi-
leges. | also wouldn’t want to be a twin

John Adams Somayah Al-Jundub WMMMUﬂ

Q=

udn other.”

“| would like to be a twin because you

will always have someone to play or

hang out with. Also, they'd be in the
WNOHN

“Yes, because | would want someone
there for me that | could tell everything
to and trust they wouldn't tell. Also, we

would be able to share clothes.”

Tgflor Marisagy 1o

“I would like to be a twin because you

get to share with each other, so you will

have more things. Also, there is always
someone there you can talk to.”

Tt Ity 4o

“No, | wouldn't like to be a twin. |
wouldn’t like to have someone a lot like
me. | wouldn't like to share privileges

like a car and clothes, either.”




! bethttobeaMnheauseMls
\ always someone there," said Ashley.

z Atﬂctakath_plaeesmenlmed
' ' togo somewhere. | think it'd be "
: mbwmmm

Q: Do you like being a twin? Why?

A: “No, | don't like being a twin. We're always together, and everyone
always associates us with one another.”

Q: What are the advantages of being a twin?

A:*An advantage of being a twin is that there is always someone there
that has your back. Also, when I'm bored, | always have someone to
hang out with."

Q: What are the disadvantages of having a twin?

A: “If | do something, he automatically gets to do it, too. You get tired of being around
the same person all the time. At school, at home and on weekends with friends, we're
always hanging out.”

Q: Would you rather be an identical twin?

A: “No, I'm glad I'm not an identical twin. People would get us mixed up all the time. |
don't think I'd like looking the exact same as someone else, either.”

Q: In your opinion, is there competition between the two of you?

A: “Yes, mainly just in sports. Everyone sees one as the better person or athlete. We
each try to do good, but one is going to do better, and neither one of us want to be the
weaker twin."

Q: What is the main differences between you and Kevin?

A: “I'm the better athlete. I'm more outgoing than Kevin, and our parents like him better.”

Brittany Clark Thomas Clark Zakkery Clark

Jared Cox

Bree Croucher Samantha Crowe Jordan Cunningham  Nicole Cunningham Richard Curtis Chad Dailey Ashiey Daker
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g Gaining responsibility

Growing up means taking
care of business for teens

’ Randi Chelf, 10
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Damel Maxwe“ 3 (0)

‘m Carmen Solenberg, 10
‘ Lucas Horner, 10
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Blake Metcalf takes care of one of

the responsibilities that comes with
growing up. ‘[l pay for] clothes, gas and
; ing for basketball,” said Metcalf. “It

Riley Greene, 10

Taking on the responsibilities of growing up, sophomore Jeffrey Hanna shines silverware at his after-school job at Primo. °I
wanted to [start working] because | needed a job so | could pay for a car,” he said. This year, he gained new responsibilities

which were “driving and working,” he said

Photo * Ally Deakin
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sophomore Jason = i o 3
Morrison looks over Q: What was the hardest thing
his German notes. m&wuh#

g M""‘“;’“"W A: “Finding my classes. It's a big

| Vg is 10 study. Studying building and it [was] new.”

€. . - hasnebe&mm Q: Have you been able to help
in U.S. history. I'm Al don't know very many
bad at history, but freshmen. | have classes with all sophomores.”
this year I've studied Q: What is something that you do differently than
and I've had an A+ last year?
the whole year.” A: “Nothing. | had a pretty good freshman year. If you
Photo * Adam try your hardest, you will do your best."

McGowen Q: What is the easiest way that freshmen can get
around?

A: “They need to get a map. This will help them find
their way. Also, go to open house before school
starts.”

Q: Was it hard to get used to high school as a
freshman?

A: “It wasn't too hard. | had an older sister that helped
me. They should talk to an older sibling or a guidance
counselor."

Q: What is one thing that kept you organized?
A: “l really wasn't that organized, at first, although |
needed to. They should get a binder with dividers.”

a question. Myers said, “[You should kne
upperclassmen] because they can help you out in
times of need if you get lost. They [also] can help
you with your homework.”

Mefaggdmed.sophomore n
with his friends at the lunch table. Sander Said, ¢,
“Freshmen should it =
keep them in
influence on

Photo * Adam McGowen
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Blaine Hurst

Jordan Johnson
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and you get to know more people.”
mdwdmbgne B

“Don’t buy rolling backpacks. It is the

most hated device ever from mankind.” {‘,
“I'd get involved in more clubs.

know who to hang out with.”

“Don't talk back to seniors. ?;il ? § éé ~

Kristen Koon

le §
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Sophomores look forward to spending

free time with friends

“Being with my friends and having a good time

is my idea of a great weekend. Going different

places with friends and just not being stressed
out would be perfect.”

ool Tivay 1o

“I like to practice with band. | borrowed a
friend’s old leg cast and cane. My friends and |
went to JCPenny's and met two girls and went

to the movies, ‘broken’ leg and all.”

“I would go shopping and to the movies. Being
with my friends all weekend would be the best.”

“I like going to hang out with my brothers at
college. | also love to the Colts games.”

“Hanging out with friends, going shopping

and just staying at home watching movies. |

like weekends where | can relax and not be
stressed from work.”

Ryt e o

Sephompes Weelends s 4

=~ Fo on {o eat at S 2k 'n S
Mucho, TenellLoeandBmHa '

after the to bond,” sﬁT

have fun in the hot tub at Wade's house worite par
with my friends,” said Wade. ‘| spend the majorit
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4 Q:What would your idea of the best weekend
. consist of?

A: “Sleeping in, hanging out with Kevin [McGrath]
and my friends would be a good weekend. Going
to an amusement park or something fun like that
would also make a great weekend.”

Q: Describe a really fun weekend you have

experienced.
A: “Last Labor Day weekend, my family, some friends and | all went to
Ludington, Michigan. We stayed in a cabin, went tubing, walked the
beach to a lighthouse, raced go-carts, played laser tag and just all had
areally good time."
Q: Which day of the weekend is your favorite. Why?
A: “Saturdays are my favorite. | don't have practice or work and | get
to sleep in."
Q: Are your weekends spent more with family or friends?
A: "I spend my weekends more with my friends than | do my family. |
stay with and hang out with all my friends.”
Q: With people outside of your family live with you, does that
make weekends more exciting or hectic? Why?
A: “Sometimes it makes things hectic because not everyone can
drive, so that makes things difficult, but it can be fun because you
always have someone to hang out with.”
Q: Who is someone you would say you spend the majority of
your time with? Why?
A: “I spend most of my time and weekends with Kevin McGrath. We
always have fun when we are together.”

Jormia ot 30

Kayla Scherer Jonathan Schommer Desiree Shearer Kelsey Shephard Christian Shuler

" Ata home school basketball game, sophomores Kali Dewitt and Kaylee Cline support the

 Quakers. I enjoy going to the games because | like to cheer for the team and hang out

. with friends,” said Dewitt. *Afterwards, | like to go to Steak ‘n Shake.” ' Sephempxes: Weekends 55
Photo * Morgan Cottingim
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“I| met most of my friends through music.
Playing trumpet stresses me out, though.”

1halo)

“Music has taught me discipline and skills
| can carry with me as | get older. It also has
taught me how to relax a littie bit better.”

Bray0ensPruithHo)

“Music really doesn't make an impact on my life.

| just listen to it."
M&m BrOWHHO)

“It has helped me understand different ways of
expression. It's a big part of my life.”

ENT{ESCHEIO




Q: How has music been an influence on your life?
A: “Music has been pretty much my place to escape all reality.
4 | was raised on it, and | pretty much live on it. It just lights this
fire in me
Q: What musicians have been influences to you? Why?
A: “Garth Brooks, | was raised on his music. My grandpa Lee
Parker (1936-2006). He is the reason | started playing music.
Probably Zakk Wylde because he is an amazing guitarist and
I try to model my playing after his. Another influence to me is Josh Coffey because
if he can learn to play the banjo and develop his own style in a year and a month,
then | can do the same on a guitar.”
Q: What do you think it takes to become a successful musician?
A: “it takes drive, desire and determination. If you want to do it and that is what
you feel in your heart, then get up and do it. But, if you do it because you think it
will get you somewhere, you might as well just not try because you are wasting
your own fime
Q: What does it feel like to be on stage?
A:“Itis a complete rush. The stage is like a second home to me. Most people ask
me why | seem so relaxed on a stage and | just tell them | get up there and take a
deep breath and do what | do. | mean, sure | get scared of messing it up, but when
you get into it you can't stop it.”
Q: What are some of the things you have gotten out of being a musician?
A:*I'm becoming a more well-rounded person. | am a lot more patient and I'm less

fearful. | have also gotten more stage experience and have met new people.”
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Elizabeth Agan

James Adams

A. “| always win at everything | do. No one else can beat me

Abigail Alexander

Q: What are some things that you and your

friends always do together?

A: “You know, play a little Risk, Hold ‘em and
Geometry Wars. Those are the sweetest

games.”

Q: Describe one of your traditions that you

have with friends:

because I'm so good.”
Q: Why are traditions important?

A. ‘[Traditions] give you something to do. They are also fun.”
Q: How often should a “tradition” take place? Why?
A. “[Traditions should take place] every week. To keep it a tradi-

tion."

Q: Why do you engage in traditions with your friends?
A. “It gives you something fun to do; not just sit around at home.”

(Above) Enjoying a DQ treat on a Friday afternoon, junior
Stephen Woodruff, senior Evan Leath, junior Stephen
Janssen and senior Justin Cozart continue a tradition
started by a group of senior friends. The seniors invited
juniors to come along so the tradition would live on. “The
senmhaveﬁmdomgthsmdldontwamnloa\dm
they leave, sowestanedooningbmnwlradmm
Photo * Matt Wilhelm
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Colts winning is the best part by far"
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Audrey Brady Kyle Braeger Rickelle Brewington

Juniors value time spent
with friends having fun
EEEEEEEEN

(Left) After the Philadelphia Eagles and New York Giants football
game, junior Brachen Collier watches the post-game show on FOX.
Collier said, “My friends and | watch football on the weekends. | like

Photo * Adam McGowen

What traditions do

bave with your

“On Saturdays | go to ‘Breakfast
Club.’ | have been going since

| moved here at the beginning of
the year. My friends and | just

thought it would be fun.”
A Mt o

“Me and my friends come over
and hang out at my house.
We listen to music.”

T il xx

frionds?

“I go to Texas Roadhouse right
before watching Grey’s Anatomy. |
like the rolls; they are so good.”

sl g o

“I go to drumline practice
and to Daniel Maxwell's house.
We hang outside.”

Rkatt Dotharn 10

“We listen to the song ‘Tiger Lily’ by
Matchbook Romance every time we get
into the car. This tradition started when

we were looking at Christmas lights.”

Koy Rfbiimoni, o0

Brachen Collier Sydney Collier

Adam Colter

Lauren Brinker Stephanie Brock Brittany Brooks Jason Bullard
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Q: What is one thing that helps you de-
stress when you are under stress?

A. “Listening to music helps. It calms me
down.”

Q: What is the most stressful thing in
your life?

A. “School, because | have to get up early.
That makes me tired during school.”

Q: Describe what happens to you physically and
emotionally when you are stressed:
A'Phyfieally,lgetdrained.Enm\dy.lgummpymm

people.

Q: Describe the most stressful situation you have ever
been in? What was so stressful about it?

A. “The time | broke my arm in 8th grade. | couldn't go on
spring break with my family and my mom had to stay home
with me.” .

Q: What is one thing that NEVER works when you are
trying to de-stress yourself?

A. “Talking to people. | get mad at them and it doesn’t work
out.”

Q: What is most stressful -- school, work, or home?
A. “Home, because my brother is annoying. | have to try to

be nice to him.”
tichaal Obarto
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Juniors seek ways to calm down,
relax from hectic everyday pace

“I play soccer and | go to work
sometimes. | used to play with toys
and that helped relieve stress.”

\ Lt @il m

“Softball helps me handle stress. You can
let you anger out. [When | was younger],
stress wasn't as bad back then.”

Liisey Dufky, o

“I talk to my boyfriend and friends and
sometimes go work out. When | was
younger, | probably just used to cry about
everything.”

Safy Ko m

“l usually listen to music or hang out with
my buddies. When | was younger, | didn’t

have control over my stress.”

Ryl shapmany
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“I do crossword puzzles, sleep and drive
around. When | was younger, | didn’t have
much stress.”
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“I try not to spend my money. | save most of it. | don’t usually
save for anything; | save it just to know | have it if something
was to happen to my car or something.”

Ay B X

“| put my money in the bank. My work has direct deposit,
so | don’t get a check and can’t spend it as fast.
When | save, | save for my car. | put a lot of work into it

‘ and parts and stuff are expensive.”

“All my money goes into my savings account and | can
only withdraw from it four times a year. My mom also
has to be with me. When | do spend money though,

| spend it on gas. My car is a gas hog.”
Ii‘llilllsl

“I have a jar that | put all my lose change in and only cash
it in when the jar is completely full. | also have a
bank account that holds my money that | don’t have

L, access to unless my parents give me permission.”

AbamDardym

“I normally just save for the things | want.
If | see something | like, | save up for it.
1 also save up to get things for my girlfriend.”

iRl G

While sitting at her kitchen table, junior Bree Webber balances her checkbook. “I think it's really
hard to save money. | love to shop. Purses are my weakness. If | see one | like, | have to have
it, even if | really don’t have the money to be spending,” said Webber. “Balancing my checkbook

helps me keep track of how much | can splurge when | do go shopping, so I'm positive | won't
overdraw from my account.”

Photo * Ashley Pickel
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Juniors manage money through
bank accounts, ATM cards

!!BPmMooresvﬂo ;umovTr'
Jones uses the ATM machine. “|
I work at Donatos in

my check automati this
MomyNeMkCa‘dtheyprovnde
15 $2 i

=

son'my card or not ;, o
Photo * Ashley Plckel
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Stephen Janssen

Q: Where do you work? How long have you ¢§
worked there? -t
A. “I'm currently working at Kroger in Plainfield.
I've been working there for about six months as a JES
cashier.” b

Q: What do you enjoy most about your job?
A. ‘I like working with my co-workers. | love

when my regulars come in; it's weird how well you can get to know
someone who is just coming through your line at a grocery store.”
Q: What things do you do to save your money?

A. | put my money in the bank. | also don't go on shopping sprees
every time | get paid. | tend to not spend my money on stupid stuff |
don't need.”

Q: Do you think that people with a bank account have an
advantage when it comes to saving money? Why or why not?
A. “Yes, | think they do, because you know you have somewhere to
put your money instead of spending it. Also, the money doesn't go
directly into your hand, so you're less likely to spend it."

Q: What is something you've purchased that you've regretted
buying? Why?

A. “One time | bought a $50 jacket that | really didn’t need. It really ?
stunk because | couldn't return it because I'd wore it."

Q: What advice would you give to someone who's budgeting or
saving their money?

A. “I'd tell them to get a bank account. It's so much easier to not
spend something you don't have on you all the time. They could also
get a savings account because you can only take money out of those
only a few times a year, so it'd be even easier to save.”
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Juniors not easily defined by stereotypes

“I don’t think that you can really

put me in a stereotypical group.
| hang out with everyone and not just

one type of group.”

s Caarling 1

“I'd probably be considered a prep;
personally | don’t think | am, though. |
wouldn’t consider myself stuck up and
don’t have to have all name-brand stuff.”

Rieghan sy

“Most people consider me a jock
because | play on the football team. |
myself would consider myself a class
clown; | like to make people laugh.”

Shaes ooy I

“I wouldn’t have a stereotype, but if |
would, | would I:iekunique. No one else is
e me.”

Bty Bruik m

“I have many different groups of friends
so | don’t think | really would classify
myself in a certain group. I'm not like

anyone so it would be hard to place me

in a specific group.”

Giriin Guna, ¢

In the cafeteria, sophomore Zach Stallings and junior Kyle
Simpson sit away from ‘jock’ friends. “You typically won't find
me with all of the baseball players,” said Simpson. I hang
out with them during the games and practices, but they aren't
who I'm always with. | usually hang out with underclassmen
instead of the kids in my grade. I'm just better friends with
them | guess.”
Photo * Ashley Pickel

(Above) Girls who just want to have fun, juniors
Tiffany Smith and Jaimie Tye listen to a popular

CD. “l love to go out to eat with all my girls. It's so
much fun; we've all been really good friends for a
long time,” said Smith. “| think people see me as a
blonde,’ even though I'm not blonde. | make stupid
mistakes all the time and don't understand common
sense things all the time, but at least | can laugh
about it, right?”

As she waits for world history teacher Matthew Storm
to arrive in the morning, junior Kayla Wesely looks
over the material that is going to be covered on the
test. “When | have tests, | come in early to get help
if | don't understand something that's going to be
covered,” said Wesley. “l think | would be stereotyped
as a ‘band nerd' because | get good grades and I'm
in band and that's what most of us are stereotyped
as.”

Photos * Ashley Pickel

Q: What stereotype would you classify
yourself as? Why?

A: “I don't think | really have a stereotype.

| don't really fit any general description of
any stereotypes.”

Q: Why do you think people stereotype
others?

A: “| think they do it to make them feel better about
themselves. It's easier to stereotype than to get to know
someone else.”

Q: How do you feel about stereotypes?

A: “| personally don't like them, but everyone uses them.
They're a problem, but there is no way to stop them; there’s
nothing we can really do.”

Q: What stereotypes do you feel exist at Plainfield High
School?

A: “Every stereotype you can think of: preps, jocks,

emo, punk, etc. Everyone feels like they have to classify
everyone in a group. *

Q: Do you think stereotyping is healthy or unhealthy?
Why?

A: “| think that it is unhealthy. You're judging people
unfairly.”

Q: What stereotypes do you promote? Why?

A: “None of them. I'm not going to judge people before |
get to know them. It's unfair to them and they could be an
awesome person and | would never find out if | stereotyped

them.” *mn
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Plainfield moves from country folk to city slickers

“Metropolis - It's huge. It has given
teens things to do. It also opened more
job opportunities for teens.”

Desiree Mg@m

“The housing additions that have been
built. | have lived here my whole life.
There didn't used to be this many
people in Plainfield.”

Lein Mk m

“ think the biggest change in Plainfield
has been the mall. Now people can
hang out, go shopping, or see a movie
without having to leave the town limits.”

S
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“The new high school has been the r 3

- ”
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biggest change. It's going to affect

- -

all of Plainfield.”

Rl Ty \

\
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“We have a mall. It has attracted more
money from out-of-town people.”

Tyl Sty
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Q: Do you think all of the change Plainfield has had is a positive or a
negative thing?
£in A: “Positive. It brought more people because of the new school.”
Q: Do you think that all of the change is necessary to have a
successful town?
A: “Yes, it helps the community keep [itself] cleaner [from drugs]."
Q: What change have you enjoyed the most?
A: “The new things we have are good, like the new mall. You can go there instead of
having to drive to [Indianapolis]. It is closer to you."
Q: What changes have you disliked?
A: “I don't like how our town has developed, all the construction. It brings too many people
and it seems crowded.”
Q: How will the changes benefit Plainfield economically?
A: “It will [help] a lot from the mall and the more stuff we are getting, like the new school.
They will benefit by creating new jobs and bringing new students.”

Mﬂ)rken/ m Alex Yeftich

Matthew Wright

Daniel Yong
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Senvy

Graduation, turning 18, being able to vote and college applications ... all milestones of
one’s senior year.

From the time freshmen walk through the front doors for the first time, they anxiously await
the day when they become seniors.

“My freshman year, | was really nervous and | didn't know where | was going or who
anyone was,” said senior Heather Thompson. “My senior year | knew everyone and | wasn't
as nervous.”

Though most seniors found their senior year easier, some didn't find much of a
difference.

Senior Matt Braden felt that the difference between his first day of school as a freshman
and his first day as a senior was “not much different” and he still “walked in the wrong
homeroom classroom.”

There was always a big difference in being a senior and being an underclassmen. For
senior Eric Spangle, he felt that it was easier being a $enior than being an underclassmen.

‘It is easier being a senior] because you are already almost done and you don't really
have to try hard,” Spangle explained.

Others disagreed. “Being an underclassmen is easier because you don't have to worry
about what you are going to do with the rest of your life,” Braden said, “or worry about
college.”

Thompson agreed: “You don't have to worry about college or leaving home yet.”

As an underclassmen, one was eager to be a senior and have seniority over the rest of
the school.

Braden said he would tell freshmen to “be cool and stay in school so you don't fail in life.”

In reference to life after high school, Thompson gave different advice. “Try your best and
commit to a college early,” she said. “If you wait, you may not get accepted.”

So why was senior year really so special?

“There are no cliques,” Spangle stated, “and everyone really gets along,”

For Thompson, it seemed to be a little deeper than that. “You realize that everything you
do may be last time you get to do it.”

Though they were years away from their 20-year reunion, seniors already had in mind
what they would take away from their senior year.

“Drug testing is the thing that | will remember most about my senior year,” said Braden. “It's
a very good way to keep school clean and it's effective.”

Spangle and Thompson both agreed that football season was the one thing that they
would remember most about their senior year.

“Number 2 [Craig Ray] and number 54 [Brendon Bennett] are studs, but the football team
[as a whole] had a really good season,” said Spangle.

Thompson said that she would also remember her teachers because they helped her
prepare for college and that her high school years were the best years of her life. “You get to
see your friends,” she said. “You don’t have to worry about bills and life.”

Story * Sydney Verhonik
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Best Buddies 12, secertary;

Debate Team 9; Leadership

Camp 9-10; Spanish Club 9

-10; Speech Team 9; State
Page

Michael Glenn Corey B.
Allen Anderson
Concert Band 9-10; Debate Ben Davis Vocational 11-12,
Student Association 9,11,12; Team 12; Marching Band 9-10; collision repair
Spanish Club 11-12; Student  Pep Band 9-10; Speech Team
Council 12 12; Video Club 9

Jacob William

Baker
. Concert Band 9; Jazz Band
9,11,12; Marching Band
9-12, Section Leader; Pep
Band 9-12; Spanish Club 9;
Symphonic Band 10-12; Video
Club 9; Winter Drumline 9,12

" Alisa Gail Nicole Rae

Jacob Ryan

Barr Beal Beal
Baseball 9-10; Basketball 9; FCA 9-12; Les Chanteusa9;  Concert Choir 9-12; Marching
Football 9-12 National Honor Society 11-12,  Band 9-12; Musical Production
Spanish Club 9-11; Student 12; Pep Band 9-12; Spanish
Council 10-12; Soccer 9-12; Club 9; Symphonic Band 9-12
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Angle
Bells et Beaux 10-12;
Concert Choir 12; FCA
9-11, Mens Ensemble 9,12;
Solo/Ensemble 12; Track 9;
Wrestling 9,10,12

Alysia
Banta

Concert Choir 11; Enviormental

Club 9-10; FCA 9-11; Les
Chanteuse 10; Girls Ensemble
9; Musical Production 9-10; Play
Production 9-10; Play Production

9-10; Pride Club 9-10; Solo/
Ensemble 9-11; Spanish Club 9

Concert Band 9; Marching
Band 9; Pep Band 9; Spanish
Club 11; Symphonic Band
9; Football 9-10; Soccer 12;
Track 11

Leanna Marie

Barnes
Spanish Club 11-12

10-12; German Club 9-12

M 1111i:§epmuo
Prom tiee 12; Solo/En-

9-12; Spanish Club 9-11;

semble
Student Council 11-12;
Band immi

Brent Alan
Arnold
1ﬁgﬁmm Bells et Beaux 12; Ben Davis
=12, Committee 12; (13
ish Club 9-11; Student Council mm@mw&iw
10-11; Cheerleading 10; it
Gymnastics 10

Academic Superbowl Team 9-12,
captian; FCA 9-12; German Club
10-12; Leadership Camp 12;
National Honor Society 11-12;
Octagon Club 9; Student Council
9-12; Student of the Month 9;
Philosophy Club 11; Volleyball 9-10

&/
Kristen Elizabeth
Bender
FCA 9-11; National Honor
Society 12; Newpaper Staff
10; Octagon Club 10; Spanish
Club 9-11; Yearbook Staff
11-12, Photo Editor, Editor-in-
Chief: Golf 9-11




Wrapped up in the excitement of Powderpuff, seniors
Shannon Carter, Jessica Wolfe, Natalie Fishel and Holly
Newlin do kicks for their touchdown. “I'm glad we get to
play Powderpuff. | love football,” said Newlin. “The best
part was Ben McQueen dancing at the Pep Session.”

Photo * Courtesy of Cathy Wines
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“I've always worked hard. It must be some innate responsibility
| was born with. | began swimming when | was nine but | stopped
for a couple years. This is unfortunate because | would be a better
swimmer if | stayed in swimming. | guess working has always been
in my blood. | mean, | still play around; but the two need to be
balanced.
Working prepares you for life. | got my first job when | was fifteen.
I got fired and | regret that, so | decided to try harder. A strong work
ethic benefits you because the harder you work, the easier jobs
become. | started working at the Aquatic Center and I'm one of the
best lifeguards there. Playing is also important,
because you can't be too stuck up.
Working is necessary because
it prepares you for life. Play is only
short-termed. You don'’t play that much
4 when you get older. | personally like
playing a lot more than work, but |
need work to get money. A strong

:
Bl
g work ethic helps you get to work,
L
), N

3
™ s : H 2
7 determination is a trait I've always |
lived by." :
v ‘

v

Avon’s Super Target. ™
beingable to get all of my b
ahble (0 study,” she said. A
tine Eonstraints on Duncan’s
0-32 hours. | dor’t get
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“Most people know me as a musician. When | was younger, my mom would always tell me to put the guitar down and come do my
homework, but | found the guitar a way for me to escape from reality. | have always been interested in many different types of music
from bluegrass to reggae. The music that has influenced me the most is rock and roll. | was raised around rock.

The people who have influenced me are my dad, my Aunt Mary and Darrel Lance Abbott.
My dad is also a musician, which is where most of it came from. My Aunt Mary got me into
learning new and more interesting instruments. When | would go to see her, she would
teach me a few things on the piano. She was a concert pianist for the symphony orchestra.
She died of cancer; | miss her. | wish she was still here to teach me. Darrel Lance Abbott is
Diime Bag Darrel from the band Pantera. He was one of the greatest guitar players | have
ever seen. His music has influenced my playing style a lot.

The band | am currently in is known as The New Old Timers. We are a bluegrass
group, together for about 10 months. The band consists of Josh Coffey, Aaron Wil-

l”” we liams, Tommy

Clark and
’ ;\ﬁ I

’ ( myself. We
‘ ) | ; \
R ' ‘ l ‘ ; p ‘: e 3 ‘:
N " .

are not just a

band, though;
we have become
really good friends.
We are more like
brothers than
bandmates. It is

not like going to By
work with these guys
where you want to

make money and get *

out of there. We have a

Y

it is more leisure than
achore.”
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Early in the morning,
senior Katie Gunnell
participates in her daily
seminary. “[Getting up
early] takes a lot of
discipline,” Gunnell said.
“It is hard to be an early
riser because | work late
at night, so | don’t get
much sleep.”

Photo * Lauren Moore
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Dougles Holli Nicole
Bennett Best
Football 9-12 Ambassador 11-12; Belles et FCA 9-12; Marching Band
Beaux 10-12; Musical Produc-  9-12; Pep Band 9-12; Percus-
tion 10-12; National Honor sion 9-12; Solo/ Ensemble
Society 12; Play Production 10 9-10; Symphonic Band 9-12

. '
Erica Jillayne
Brill

Solo/Ensemble 10 Concert Band 9-12; Marching National Honor Society 12;
Band 9-12; Pep Band 9-12; Spanish Club 12; Softball
Solo/ Ensemble 9-10; Student 9-12; Volleyball 9
Council 11-12; Symphonic
Band 11-12

Carey
FCA9-10; Powder Puff 11-12;
Spanish Club 12

Baseball 9,12; Basketball
9-10; Football 9-12

Shannon Ruth

Carter
Art Club 11-12; Concert Choir
9; DECA 12; Enviormental
Club 12, president; FCA

Auditorium Crew 10; Belles
et Beaux 12; Best Buddies

Carrigan
DECA 11; Powderpuff 11-12

9-12; Solo/ Ensemble 10-12; 9-11; 11-12: Prom
Womens Chorus 9 Committee 12; Baseball 9-10,
Manager; Volleyball 9

S B 1015 DECA

1;-12. VP; Mens Ensemble

Concert Band 9-10; Marching
Band 11-12; Pep Band 11;
Percussion 11; Symphonic

Band 11-12

Bells et Beaux 10-11; FCA9;

Nicholas Alan

Basebell 9-10; Football 9-11

FCA 11; Spanish Club 10-11;
Student of the Month 11;
Football 9,12; Golf 9-10

Byrd
Readers Advisory 9-12,
Secretary; Anime Club 11-12

Baseball 9-12

S
Colllin Adam
Carlucci

Carmichael
DECA 11; Powderpuff 11-12;
Prom Committee 11-12; Span-
ish Club 9-11; Student Council
10-12; Float Building 9-12;
Abs Club 9-12; Basketball 9;
Soccer 9-12; Track 9

National Honor Society 12;
Football 9; Wrestiing 9-12

Jason Michael

Cavallero
Concert Band 9-10; Marching
Band 9-10, Wrestling 9-10

Jacob Ray

Caulk
DECA 9-12; Basketball 9-10

Christian
Belles et Beaux 12; Concert
Choir 10-11; French Club 9; Mens
Ensemble 9, 12; Solo/Ensemble
11-12; Baseball 9; Cross Country
9; Wrestling 9-10
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Trisha Nichole
Clark

Ben Davis Vocational 11-12;
Powderpuff 11-12; Track 9

FCA 11-12; National Honor
Society 11-12; Newspaper
Staff 10-12, editor-in-chief,
sports columnist; Cross
Country 9; Golf 9-12, co-
captain

Samantha Rose

Ambassador 11-12; FCA 9-12; Key Club
11-12; Leadership Camp 12; Muslim
Student Association 11; National Honor
Society 11-12; Octagon 10; Powder Puff
11-12; Spanish Club 9-12; Student of the
Month 11; Soccer 9-10; Tennis 9-12
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Musical Production 9; Spanish
Club 10-12; Wrestling 9-10,

Academic Superbowl Team
9-10, 12; FCA 10-12; Mens
Ensemble 9; National Honor
Society 11-12; Octagon Club
9; Spanish 9; Golf 9-12

Addison Lee

Auditorium Crew 11-12;
Concert Choir 11; FCA 10-12;

Frecr;d\ Club 9-11; Leadership

mp 1%,2Nat|onali-%m

Soaety y eam

9 smdemof;ﬁ Month 10;

Philosophy Club 11; Soccer
912

Christina Marie

Collins Coomer
Student of the Month 11; DECA 9-12, vice president; Art Club 12
Baseball 9-10; Football 9-12;
Track 11-12

Justin Gray
Cranfill
Ambassador 11-12; Spike Fest Ben Davis Vocational 11-12;
9-11; Dodgeball 11-12; Golf9;  Cross Country 10-11; Soccer
Soccer 9,12; Swimming 9-12, 9; Track 9-11

captain

Amy Lynn

DECA 12; Powder Puff 11-12; Concert Band 9;

Spanish Club 9-10; Golf 11-12  Environmental Club 9; German
Club 11; Marching Band 9;
Pep Band 9; Percussion 9;
Track 9

f
Paul David

Joshua Jafar

Dilmaghani Doebler

Belles et Beaux 12; Concert
Band 9-12; Jazz Band 10-12;
Marching Band 9-12; Musical

Production 10-12; Pep Band 9,

11-12; Percussion 9-10; Solo/
Ensemble 10-12; Symphonic
Band 9-12; Wrestling 10

DECA 12; Pride Club 9;

Kyle Hunter

Best Buddies 12; Golf 9-12,

Ryan Joseph

Concert Band 9-12; FCA 10-

12; Marching Band 9-12; Pep

Band 9-12; Percussion 9-12;

Symphonic Band 9-12; Soccer
9; Track 9

e .

®

Anthony David
Dennis

Academic Superbowl
Team 10-12; Chess Club

9-12, Co-President; Concert
Choir 10-11; French Club
9-12; Mens Ensemble 9, 12;
National Honor Society 11-12;
Solo/Ensemble 9-12

" Elizabeth Ann

Drake
Ambassador 11; Fishing
Club 9-12; French Club 9-12,
Vice President; Newspaper
Staff 11-12, Editor; Student
Council 9-12, Treasurer; Cross
Country 9-12; Track 10-11




In the school cafeteria, senior Meghan Bloomer eats the lunch she brought from home
3 with her boyfriend senior Ryan Dailey. “I have never really had school food,” Bloomer
stated. “It's cheaper [to bring my lunch] and | don’t have to wait in line.”
Photo * Hea
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“Ever since | got in high school, | have seen guys tied down to a
girlfriend or tied down on trying to get with a girl. | never
put much thought into it until | had to write this. Now,
it's understandable that | do have lots of girls that |
have to say ‘no’ to because they'd like to be tied
down with me. | mean who wouldn't, but | just
have to brush my shoulders off and let them
stare.

Sure, I've had girlfriends through high
school, but they don't ever last that long. |
mean | can barely manage my money for
myself. There's no way | could spend it all on
some broad.

Being in high school and having a girl or guy
that you are so sure you are going to marry
one day is not likely. So think about where that
relationship is going to go before you hook up

-
Single friends senie

English teacher Liza Payto
don't have to think of how to ac

with some philly or some chum.” - &
- usually longer lasting than a
Jace Adameg, 12 (Ve willaways be here t love

e L

T aken

“Freedom and control is what comes with dating around. You
can do what you want and say what you want, without feeling any
guilt. So why would anyone trade that for a relationship with rules
and compromise? | will tell you why, because of all the  great
benefits of being in a relationship.

First, you get the emotion. It doesn't get any %

CS/ngla V€

better. In a relationship you and your partner don't
have to worry about holding back and being on

the defense, you can let yourself relax and : ,‘A -
enjoy each other’s time. Also, you don't have \ &"
to go through the ‘awkward stage’ like you s
do every time you go on a date with a new
person. You're just so comfortable around
each other.

| think the most important thing or benefit
is the secrecy you get by having just that one
person in your life. You don't have to worry
about the small things, just as long as they are
around. Also, you know that it's not a thing that
isn't going to last. Being in a relationship is less
stressful and to me, it's way more fun.”

Brandy Winkel, 12
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Brittany Christopher Lee Alhasan Najib Thomas J', Ellis Christopher
Duncan Dyer Eberhart Elghouche FCA9-11; Swimming 9-12; David Elmore
Baseball 9 Academic Superbow! Team 10, 12; Spikefest 10 Basketball 9-10; Football 9-11

Environmental Club 9; Key Club
10; Leadership Camp 12; Muslim
Student Association 9-12, Vice
President, President, Tresurer;
A / - National Honor Society 11-12, Sec-
"L'Zg (e ve: \aken 76 retary; Octagon Club 9-12; Spanish
Club 12; Track 9-10; Wrestling 11




Elston Euler Ferguson
Concert Band 9-10; DECA Fishing Club 12; Homecoming
10; FCA 9-10; Marching Band Candidate 9; Baseball 9-10;
9-10; Pep Band 9; Wrestling Football 9-12
9-12

Gentleman
FCA 9-10; Powder Puff 12; Color Guard 10; DECA 12 Concert Choir 9-10; FCA9-12;  Belles et Beaux 12; Class Officer
Spanish Club 9-11 Mens Ensemble 9; Football ' Gemiee 012 ooy
9-11; Track 9-12 Cht 11 Pt Cl 1012, Prom
Committee 11-12; Solo/Ensemble

10-11; Spanish Club 10-11; Stu-
dent Council 9, 11-12; Student of
the Month 9; Belles et Beaux Crew
10-11; Track 9

Ben Davis Vocational Culinary Ben Davis Vocational 11 French Club 9-10; Marching DECA 12, Parlimentarian; Color Guard 10-12
Arts 11-12 Band 9-12; PepBand 912,  Powder Puff 11-12; Yearbook
Percussion 9-11; Symphonic  Staff 10-11, Business Manager
Band 9-12
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Daniel Scott Kathleen Suzanne Anthony Michael Cade Conrad Hall Veronica Kay
cul cunnell Hagen Mens Ensemble 9; Wrestling Hallock
German cnubl:_xz; Track e RS B 910
9-12; Wrestling 11 mwm

Club 9-10: Band 9-12;

P Senior Captain 12; Track 10
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WDOM Bethany Leigh

Concert Band 9-10; FCA 9-12;
FCA-11; Octagon Club 9-11; Ben Davis Vocational 12, DECA 12
Powder Puff 11-12; Prom o Sk 1112 Octagen _ aviation technololgy; Marching

Committee 11-12; Student
Council 9; Hosted Float
Building 9-12; Track Two Year

Justin Wade Matt A.

Art Club 10-11; ClasOM o
DECA 12; Powder Puff 11-12; 11-12. Environmental Club 11 Ben Davis Vocational 11-12
Yearbook Staff 11-12 FCA 9-10; Homecoming
10-11, King 12; National Honor
Society 11-12; Spanish Club 9-11;

Sludal'lComciﬁ 12; Slldonto'

Zach Cariton Cassandra Noel

Guitar Club 10-11; Football Concert Choir 11; DECA Civic Ben Davis Vocational 11-12; Ben Davis Vocational 11;
10-11 Committee 12; Les Chanteuse Powder Puff 11-12 DECA 12; Environmental Club
10; Musical Production 11 President 12

Chorus and Crew 10-11; Play
Production Crew 11; Powder
Puff 11-12; Solo/Ensemble 9

_:hl . .
Jamesuartln
Jay
Fishing Club 10; FCA 9; Video
Club 9-10; Basketball 10-11,

varsity manager

Josh P.

Fishing Club 12; Basketball National Honor Society 12;
9-10; Football 9-11 Captain 12; Powder Puff 11-12; Spanish
Track 9-11 Captain 12 Club 10, 12; Abs Club 11;
Basketball 9-10; Cheerleading
10 Captain 12; Softball 9-12;
Volleyball 9

FCA 9; Homecoming
Candidate 9; National Honor
Society 12; Powder Puff
11-12; Spanish Club 11-12;
Basketball 9-10; Football
11, Manager; Track 9-11;
Volleyball 9
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Ambassador Leader 11-12;
QIEZCA 11-12; German (;Ilzb

Olivia Mercedes

Ben Davis Vocational 11-12; Academic Team 9;
3 Art Club 10; Officer 9-11;

Wrestling 9-11 Concert Choir 9; Environmental

Club 9-10; FCA 9-10; Key Club

10 PWMﬁ 12; Pride Club

0; Solo/Ensemble 9; Spanish

CIub 911; sw-um 9-11;

Choulo«mg Gymm
9-11

Kasie Lynn Jessalyn Louise
Hughes
DECA 12; Powder Puff 11-12; 13"!%&"@% Club
. s Chaniuse 10-12 Prce
e " % s&oIEnseg_\ble 11-12

Samantha Anne

Jesulaitis
Belles et Beaux 11-12; Debate
Team 12; Les Chanteuse 9;
LaademhupCarwz Musical

0; National Honor

1- 12 PowdorPuﬂﬁ 12;

QSg‘oodiTeam

12; Student Council 9-12; Student
of the Month 12; Abs Club 11;

Float w 10-12; Swimming 9;
rack 9-12




“In my personal opinion, being inside is much more
productive, in the school's viewpoint, on education. | would
not say | choose to stay inside; | would rather inform you
that | am confined inside a web of responsibility and | no
longer have time to go out. Working inside has its efficacious
qualities, such as, temperatures are acceptable year-round.
Working outside or being outside may be bad for you in
such ways that pollution is always in the air and the heat can
induce serious problems with the skin. | feel | need to do well
in school and go on to college; studying inside my home is
the only way | will be able to have a break in the future.

Patience, this is the key to everything. If
| stay at home like a ‘hermit’ then in the
future, | won't have to work my tail off for
minimum wage. | am going to Columbia -
College in Missouri across the street from
my fiance's college. If | stay inside and
study, | will, hopefully, get my degree
in chiropractic studies within eight
years. My fiance and | will be able
fo have what we need, all because
of hard indoor work.”

With her dog, Rufus, by her side, senior Holly Newlin
watches TV on a rainy day after school. “Watching TV and
eating are two of my favorite things, so it's fun to put them
together,” said Newlin. “If you know me at all, you know that |

am one of the laziest people ever.” Photo * Sydney Verhonik ( ‘ ’

Ourdoor VR [Ndoos

“| usually don't find myself watching much TV. | would
rather be out somewhere doing something. | love being

outside when it is warm out. During the summer, some of mzmm"m::"'w'z:’ > .”‘
my friends and | go to Splash Island almost every day for a m._us,i,.,i,,,""'“m X cJ ] 5w
couple of hours. We also like to go rollerblading at Hummel there is more to do .’ '._U '
Park. Rather than sitling inside and watching TV, we try to Burdine. “| ususally : = =
keep ourselves in shape. [ — fv .

Staying inside all of the time isn't healthy. If you don't get Photg* E
out and do things, it can really have an effect v’,
on you. Laying around eating chips and
watching TV all day will catch up with ’ i .
you pretty fast. If you think about ey o '

it, there are so many things to do
besides laying around. Just this past
summer, | did so much. You can
go to the fair, concerts, the
200 and even shop around
Metropolis.

If you do things like this,
you will have a lot more
fun and even stay healthy.
I know | make a lot more
friends when I'm out doing
different things. Don't be a
couch potato. Go out and have
fun!”

B s v - ——— -
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Neil Imir Areeb Zaman Aaron Jordan
& 9.lonzegCM Khalil Khan Kidd
FCA12: Les Chanteuse 10-12.  Concert Band 9-12; German ~ Art Club 9, 11-12;  Les Academic Superbowl 10, 12; Class  Concert Band 9-12; Lost Club
Anime/Manga 11-12, President  Club 12; Jazz Band 10-12; Chanteuse 10-12; Germen Offcer 12, Secretary; Key Club 1; 12; Marching Band 9-12;
nga ] Marching Band 9-12; Musical  Club 9; Girls Ensemble 9; Les Muslim Student Association 9-12, Co ion 9-12- i
Production 12; Pep Band Chanteuse 10-12; Musical President; National Honor Society Percussion 9-12; Drumline
- 9-12: Percussion 9-12; Production 11; Pride Club 11-12; Octagon Club 11-12; Spanish 911
Solo/Ensemble 9-10, 12; 11-12, Secretary 12; Solo/ Club 12; Student Council 11-12;
Symphonic Band 10-12 Ensemble 11-12 Tennis 10-12; Track 9

o o
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Bethany Harrod, & '
U

.

-

While shopping at Jos, A. Bank, senior Ben
Montgomery looks at a shirt, not its price. “|
get most of my money from my parents. | buy
. { anything. | sometimes invest my money in the -
; = jck market. | have profited most from the-go6gle '
res,” explained Montgomery. Eﬂough he
“has money to spend, he believes thatthere is such

L

\

|
\

A
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Kimmel King Kinney
Academic Superbowl Team Baseball 9; Football 9-12 German Club 11-12; Cross ~ Auditorium Crew 9-12, sound Ambassador 10-12; DECA 12, m‘%xﬁw
12; Concert Choir 10; FCA 12; Country 9-10, 12 board; FCA 10-11; Les W1m Ensemble §; Leadership Camp
Girs Ensemble 11; Musical Chanteuse 9; National Honor o/ 008 1o el 'L, {2 Lo i U
Production 11; National Honor M""zww 12; Student Council 12; Student of the Society 11 122_‘;“"&?
Society 12; Student of the 10-12; Spanish Club 9-11 Month 9; Golf 9-12; Swimming 9-10 10-12; 9.12
Month 12; Tae Kwon Do 10-11 m—mw sh Cub

r : - ]
Adam Robert Kayla Joann Matthew Joseph Evan Wilson Kathleen Suzanne
Knust Lease Leath Lee
FCA 11-12; German Club 12; Ben Davis Vocational 11-12; Ambassador 10-12; Float Swimming 9-12, captain;
National Honor Society 11-12; Tennis 9-10 Building 12; Spanish Club Tennis 9-12
Octagon Club 11-12; Spanish 9-10; Spike Fest 9-11; Soccer
Club 9; Student of the Month 9-11; Track 10, 12
12; Soccer 9-11; Tennis 12;
Track 9-12

Nichole Diana Andrea Paige

Lee Lemonds Little Logsdon
Newspaper Staff 11-12, Fishing Club 12; Float Building w*%&n Cﬁ;ﬁggﬁg' DECA 10-12; Cross Country DECA 11-12; Leadership FCA 11-12; Les Chanteuse
Business Manager, Managing 9; Powder Puff 11 Leadorsiip D**c,.., 12 National 9-12; Track 9-12 Camp 12; National Honor 9; National Honor Society
Editor; Yearbook Staff 10 Honor Society 11-12, vice Society 11-12; Powder Puff 11; 12; Spanish Club 11-12;
s e Basketball 9-11; Cross Basketball 9
10-12; Video Club 9-10; Baseball Country 10; Soccer 11-12 Cross Country 10-12, captain;
9-11; Basketball 9, manager Track 9-12; Volleyball 9
1 v ~
" \
d ‘l
Rebecca Dawn Matthew S. Samantha Nicole Sham'n m
eaaersnpcm e Wﬂ-ﬂm Jazz Band 9-10; Benomwmmn 12;
DECA 12; FCA9-12; Spanish . FCA10-11; L French Club 9-10
Club $-10: Invamurel Bosket. 12: National Honor Society 112 e Producton 10 Pp. Pride Club 11; Gymnastics
y 1-12; Powder Puff 11-12; Band 9-12; Percussion 10-12; Readers 910 :
ball 11-12; Basketball 9; Cross 9; Solo/Ensemble 11-12;
Club 9-10; Student Advisory ‘ !
Country 9-12, captain; Track  Council 18-182&?(“&'!:‘9?‘1'2“ e e T
9-12, in Month 1 e . .
s captain; Track 9-12; Volleyball Spendex v Savex 8/

9-12, captain



Ashton Nicole

Massie
DECA 12; Women'’s Chorus 9

FCA 12; Pride Club 12

Tiffany R.
McNeil
Concert Band 11-12; Debate
Team 10; Jazz Band 10;
Marching Band 9-12; Pep
Band 9-12; Percussion 10-12;
Readers Advisory 9

Ben S.

DECA 12; FCA 9-12; Video
Club 9-10

Jacob Marvin
Money
Academic Superbowl Team 12; ; )
AL Club 8-12; German Club9-12; 0108 Country &; Track 10-12;
Student of the Month 9; Cross Wrestling 9
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Best Buddies 11-12

9-10

Allison Renee
Meadors
Belles et Beaux 10-12;

DECA 12; Les Chanteuse 9;
ing Candidate 11-

Benjamin Andrew

Ambassador 11-12; Concert
Choir 9; DECA 12, FCA9;

Leadership Camp 12; National
Honor Society 11-12; Spanish

Club 12; Student Council 12;

Float Building 12; Tennis 9-10

Environmental Club 11; Fish-
ing Club 10; Key Club 11-12

Environmental Club 12;
Football 9; Track 9-11

Ambassador 11; French Club
12; Cascade High School
Dance Team 9

Kevin James

McGrath
Football 9-12; Track 9-12, 2
time Captain

Melanie Kaye

McGowan
Bn&soct Beaux 9-12; Class Officer

PraskontSocratery e
TW Concert Choir 12; DECA
10-11; u«%ump c..p“'u’, -
Leadership Team; Musical Production

0; National i :

»

%

Macy Raeann
Miller Miller
Powder Puff 11-12 Ben Davis Vocational 10-12 Ben Davis Vocational 12;
Spanish Club 9, President
8
4 ;’?ii'(. y >3
Ryan Andrew Lauren Nicole Maranda Allyse
Moore

Montgomery
FCA9; Spanish Club 12;
Student Council 12; Video

Club 9; Soccer 9; Swimming
9-12, Captain 12

Belles et Beaux 9-12; French
Club 9-10; Musical Production
9-12; Newspaper Staff 12;
Play Production 10; Powder
Puff 11-12; Prom Committee
11; Solo/Ensemble 9-12

Belles et Beaux 12; Concert
Choir 10-11; Les Chanteuse
9; Musical Production 11-12;
Octagon Club 11; Pride Club
11-12, Vice President 12; Solo/
Ensemble 11; Spanish Club
11; Student Council 11-12



Beimmmlyd!ﬂdhasihupsmm.vw\enldom
mg,mypamntsdwayskrmitwasm.ﬂwposiﬁveaspedofnot
ving siblings is the fact that | don't have to fight with anyone in order
getmyparents'attenﬁon.lwouldn’twanttohavebroﬂmorsistets
jiven the chance.
When | was younger, | used to want siblings. | wanted a younger
sther. As | got older, | realized | didn’t want siblings anymore. My life
is good just the way it is. My parents are
able to supply me with things that other
kids might not get because money is in
If my parents would have had
/ more children, my life would
“ being an only child for the
‘ most part. | don't miss
»
always have my cousins
around.”

short supply.
be very different. | enjoy
= having siblings because |
-

Onlyhiig = U8 Siblinge

- - “For as long as | can remember, teachers would ask me
bl Y 1% “‘Are you Mark Vaccari's little sister?' | would smile
* and nod while making a mental note that |
would need to make extra-sure that | showed
them that Mark and | are totally different.
Sure, we have some similarities, but for the
most part, we're polar opposites.

When we were younger, we never got
along. We would argue over who got
to sit in the front seat, who ate out,

who got to read the comics first in the
% moming, everything. | would (and
% still do) compare myself to him like a

§ competitor. | would compare height,

& soccer statistics, evening burping
quality. | still have that cliché sibling
rivalry, only now | compare scholarships
and ACT scores.

Now that we're older, Mark and |
get along really well. | can always ask
him questions about homework; once
he spent two hours on the phone with
- me helping me with
. an AP chemistry
assignment. Gone
are the days where
we could barely sit
in the backseat of the
car together. Now, we can

ebl‘;‘ RS

g w ™
)8t
L e

. \‘\ R
Spending time with his older brother, Chr

basement, senior Eric Spangle watches a b: appreciate each other.”
ESPN. “I think I'd be more spoiled without siblings bec:
would be more money to spend on me,” said Eric, *I've Ii

" -~ ’iwmmdshurmywhohlife.wmter Iped me wit
. homework. My siblings drove me around a lot.” Eric added
" would talk to my brother before talking to anyone else.”

¥ A Photo * Ki
4‘; & A hoto * Kristen Bender
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or school. Being
atness first makes

for outsiders lookin

neatness in my life. | think being well org 2d and
neat is important. Such as, | have my school work
organized into folders so that I'm more efficient
in getting things done on time. Whenever | have
people come over | insist on cleaning my room or
truck because | feel like that represents me and the
way | live my life.

On the other hand, the maintenance of being a
‘neat freak’ puts a burden on me, which at times
can hold me back or make me late. When | don't
accomplish my goal of maintaining my neatness,
| feel like people notice it and sort of look down
on me, when most people don't even care.”

Cade Hall, 12

Negr v& SloPpy

< “Imagine walking into a pristine place, that has a spot and a place for everything. | want you to get

Amidst the clutter in a really good picture of this place; it has a container that has a specific place on a shelf that holds

his locker, senior No: a certain number of designated objects. Yuck! Environments like the aforementioned one make me
SO 4

Heckaman tries to lo nauseous. | could never imagine living or working in a place that was so tidy

the one last thing h and neat. | think these environments constrict an individuals' creative ability.

needs before head! Quirky and chaotic systems are appropriate; they have been especially

home. “It's frustrati beneficial to me 5

hen t -
R I have never been a neat person. | guess | am sloppy, but not unclean,

find that one certai

v
Jessica Leigh
Morrison
Concert Band 9-12; Marching

Band 9-12; Pep Band 9-12;
Percussion 9-12; Solo/En-
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thing and you loo

and look but neve

find it [is frustrati

he said. Despite
downsides, mesginess
had one advant
Heckaman: ‘L.d@n’t have
to spend a lot offtime
organizing thin,

Photo * Mt

just unorganized -- unorganized to an outside viewer. | like having
the freedom to make piles on the floor or scatter papers around.
Sometimes, this method causes brief moments of excitement (or
panic) when | think | have lost a very important paper; however, it
has never failed me completely. In a sense, | am organized. It is just
a system that works for me and only me. | like that; it is just a part
of who | am.

This method of organization, which | am still perfecting, has
been developing for many years. As an elementary student, my
bedroom always looked as if ‘a tornado had landed in it," according
to my mom. | never completely agreed with that statement, but
I managed to shove enough of my things under my bed and into,
my closet to suffice, until the following week. | have dealt with an
ongoing struggle to meet others’ requirements of organization, when
in fact, there is not a need to organize as others see fit, but instead to

organize as | see fit."
Kricten Bender, 12

Hoily Michele
Newlin

ANK

RIZZLIE

|
Tran Vu
Ngo
Auditorium Crew 9-11, As-
sistant Stage Manager; FCA
9-10; Les Chanteuse10; Girls
Ensemble 9; Powder Puff
11-12; Prom Committee 11-12;
Spanish Club 9-12




Jason R.C.
Nichols
Ben Davis Vocational 11-12;
FCA 9-10; Spanish Club 9;
Video Club 9-10; Track 10-11

.

Katelyn Kathleen

Pearcy
FCA 9; National Honor Society
11-12; Octagon Club 11;
Powder Puff 11-12; Prom
Committee 11; Spanish Club
11; Basketball 9; Track 9-12,
Captain 11-12; Volleyball 9-10,
Manager

Michael Ross
Porter
Ben Davis Vocational 11;
Spanish Club 9; Student
Council 12; Video Club 9-10;
Soccer 9-11

Kayleekae

Ben Davis Vocational 11-12;
Softball 10; Track 9

Nowling
Best Buddies 11-12; Concert
Choir 10-11; Fishing Club 11-
12; FCA 12; Mens Ensemble
9-11; Solo/Ensemble 10-11;
Basketball 9; Football 10-12;
Track 10-12

FCA 9-10; Cross Country
Track 9-10

DECA11; FCAN1

Bryce Noble

Brett Michael
Art Club 9; Belles et Beaux 9-12 P
: " Leadership Camp 9-10;
Baritone Section Leader; DECA : .
11-12; Environmental Club 9-10;  National Honor Society 11-12;
in C“N:gh 910,12,  Baseball 9-10; Basketball 9,11;
Production 10-12: National Honor Football 9-12
Society 11-12; Solo/Ensemble
B ot e
3 , lennis
o1 Gaptan 12
—~ ¥ e

Rachael Christine
Reid

FCA 9-12; Leadership Camp

12; National Honor Society 11-

12; Powder Puff 11-12; Prom Newspaper Staff 11, Spanish

Benjamin Joseph

Reno
FCA9-12, service team;
National Honor Society 11-12;

Club 9-10; Student of the
Month 9; Golf 9-12

Committee 12; Spanish Club
9-12; Student Council 9-12;
Abs Club 10-12, President;
Float Building, 11; Soccer
9-12, Captain 11-12

9-10; Swimming 9-12, captain;

Alisha Dorene

Ben Davis Vocational 11-12,

Cosmetology

Abigail Lee
Perti
German Club 11-12; Jazz
Band 9-10; Marching Band
9-12, Section Leader; Pep
Band 9-12, Section Leader;

Symphonic Band 9-12; Video

Club 9-10

Raver
FCA 12; German Club 12;
Mens Ensemble 9; National
Honor Society 11-12; Octagon
Club 9; Student of the Month
11; Cross Country 9-12,
Captain 11-12; Track 9-12 -

French Club 1; Powder
Puff 11-12; Basketball 9-12,
captain; Track 9-12, captain;
Volleyball 9

Lee Ann Nicole
O'Neil
Les Chanteuse 11 FCA9; French Club 9; Octa-
gon Club 9-10; Pride Club 11;
Prom Committee 11; Student
Council 11
o T

Allison Ann
Perti
Concert Band 10,12; Jazz
Band 10,12; Marching Band
10-12; Pep Band 10-12;
Solo/Ensemble 11; Symphonic
Band 10-12; Video Club 9

Brandon Michael

Pierce
Baseball 9-12; Basketball 9-10

Andrea Lynn
Reed
Floatbuilding 11; Basketball 9- Best Buddies 12; Environ-
11; Football 9-12; Track 9-12, mental Club 10-12, president;
Captain 12 ing candidate 10,

Homecoming
12; Powder Puff 12; Prom
Committee 12; Spanish Club
9-12; Student Council 10

Crew 9-10; - DECA 12; Wrestling 9
12; Concert Choir 11; Envi-
romnenlalCIub10-11 Girls

2 \
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Club 10-12; Solo/Ensemble
9-11; Spanish Club 10-11




Roesler Rooke
Ben Davis Vocational 11-12,  French Club 10; Powder Puff Powder Puff 12; Prom FCA9,12; Octagon Club 9-10;  Art Club 9, Secretary; Concert  Football 9-12; Track 11-12
Nursing Program 12; Spanish Club 11 Comnittee 12; Spanish Float Building 10-11; Cross  Choir 10-11; FCA 9; National
Club 9,11; Speech Team 10;  Country 11-12; Soccer 9-10; Honor Society 11: Powder
Plainfield Police Explorers Swimming 9-11; Track 9-12; Puff 10; FCCLA9; FFA9;
911 Boxing 11-12 Cheerleading 9; Softball 9;

Volleyball 10

2N

James Phillip Andrew Kyle Patrick Adam Joseph Derek Nicholas
Chess Sap 10, 12 — S— mﬂm\m, mm 10-12
Ben Davis Vocational 11-12; ] ; . Belles et Beaux 11-12; Con- Football 9; Wrestling 10-11 Ben Davi 1-12; 1 feam 10-1
Fooball 10, Tack 810 PEShon Cron T8 CAiy oot Cub 10; FCA 12 Spanish DECAS; Spanish Club 910, 10,13 Treamurey st ookt
m%mm Club 10; Cross Country 9-12, Football 9; Wrestling 10-11  Musiim Student Assoc
SWEWQJO: 12: Captain 12; Track 9-12

Andrew Thomas Zach D.

Sartin Seaton
Environmental Club 11, Secretary:  Concert Band 9-12, FCA11-  Belles et Beaux 9-12; Concert  FCA 12; French Club 9-10 Baseball 10; Wrestiing 9-12; French Club 11-12
French Club 10-11, Historian; Key  12; German Club 12; Marching Choir 10; Mens Ensemble Hockey 9-12
m"-m""’?“."‘“;;b Band 9-12, Baritone Section  9-10; Solo/Ensemble 9-10, 12;
e ,,“'.‘:“MH,WM'.' Leader 12; PepBand 912, Football 9-12; Track 9-10, 12
11-12; Newspaper Staff 12; Pride Symphonic Band 11
Club 11; Student Council 10-12;
Philosophy Club 11

i oy .
Kara Daphne Ashley Ann Shelly Ann Amanda Marie
Shew Sinders Sk

Ben Davis Vocational 11-12; Ben Davis Vocational 11-12; Ambassador 10-12; Ben Best Buddies 12; FCA 9-12; Key Club 9-10, Kingsley, Mi;

Student Council 9 Concert Choir 10; Les Chan- Davis Vocational 12, Dental Powder Puff 11-12; Spanish Powder Puff, Plainfield, IL;
teuse 9; Solo/Ensemble 9 Assisting; Powder Puff 11; Club 9-10; Exploratory Teach-  Pride Club 12; Yearbook Staff
Spanish Club 9-10; Student ing 12; Cheerleading 10; 9, Kingsley, MI; Cheerleading

Council 9-10 Gymnastics 9-10; Track 9-12; 9-10, Ki , MI
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Wrestling 9, Manager



“In my opinion, a conservative is
someone who, to varying degrees,
believes things should be kept how
they are and how they have been. |
do not necessarily believe they are

stubborn, but their opinion on

~ many matters is usually static.

/ For example, if asked what a
conservative is, a conservative
might respond that it is: an
adherent or advocate of
political conservatism or one
who adheres to traditional
methods or views. Both of
these responses are the
dictionary definition of a
conservative, which shows you
their thought process when
asked a question.”

Andrew King, 12

Practicing on her bass, senior Alysia Banta enjoys the calm serenity of her own space. Calling
herself a liberal, Banta noted “A lot of my friends have different views than me on things and we
discuss them together. For example, | am pro choice. | believe people should be able to do what
they want.”

Photo * Kristen Bender

Liberal

, “l am not really a political person, but |
Q( would consider myself a liberal because |

.~ am not really for the War on Terrorism or
.u the War in Irag. Bt | had to, | would fight
for the United States because | support the

soldiers just not the war they are fighting.

| would also consider myself

a liberal because | support

.. gay marriage. | think

FIIN L ~ people that are gay
S I Oy ~ should get married
i because they are
Dy iRA people too, and they

’ ‘ have rights as well.

If straight people

have to go through
divorces so should

gay people. It is only fair.

| am not a political
person, but you could call
me liberal because of the
ideas | have and the things |

support.”

“ Jake Money, 12
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Nicole Marie Ashley Lorene Eric Michael Keegan Robert
__Smith Snellenbarger Spangle Spears
pudiorim Crow 9 12 Beles ot Ben Davis Vocational 11;  Auditorium Crew 9-10; Concert  Baseball 10,12 Basketball  Best Buddies 11; Key Club®  Cross Couniry 9, Football
9-12; Les Chanteuse 10; French Kindergarten Center Helper Choir 10; Leadership Camp 9; Football 9-12 10-11
%11!:2911 W 10,12 12; Mens Ensemble 9; Musical
11-12; Octagon Ciub 11-12; Play Production 9-10; Basketball
Production 9-12, Stage Manager; Manager 9-12

Powder Puff 11; Solo/Ensemble
10-11; Student of the Month 10;
Soccer 9-10

“Being an extrovert is someone who is outgoing and who doesn't hold anything in or back. | definitely am an
extrovert. | think the main reason why I'm this way is because of having three siblings. When | was younger,
it was always hard to talk about my day at dinner when three other people wanted to talk about their day, and
two of them were older. As a result, | talk a lot to my friends and pretty much everyone else. There is definitely
an advantage  to being this open with people. One of the biggest ones is being able to relate to a variety of
people. | think being more open with people shows them that you're interested. A lot of the time I'll
story and I'll think of something funny that happened to me so | just start talking. | think

good because people feel comfortable talking to me about stuff because they know
not going to judge them for it, which is a really nice, comforting thing.
\ I think it is extremely important to talk about things with people rather than
holding them in. Holding things in just makes it worse when things finally come
out. It's easier to be honest from the get-go. Sometimes | speak my mind a
little too fast, but something my grandpa used to say, ‘if you're going to think
it, you might as well say it." Now granted, this isn't always the case, but he
has a good point. | think that's why | let things out. | think another reason to
tell people is than of people knowing the truth. | would much rather have
some know the truth, even when it's not pretty, than to hear a rumor | think
that's true; even if the truth is worse than the rumor. Having less secrets
is always better. Holding things in sometimes seems to make people more
shy or almost like they are a liar, or that they have something to hide. Letting
things out let people know you're up front and then they know that I'm not ‘b.s.-

ing’ them.”
Mel McGowan, 12 E :|m ﬂ I r

“Being an introvert doesn't affect my relationship with
others. In high school, | have become friends with many
different groups of people. Being an introvert
just makes me act more shy and quiet around
people | don't know very well.

There are some advantages of being
introverted. For example, | tend to think
things through more than extroverted
people. If | am mad or confused, |
usually just go off on my own
and think about the situation
myself. This helps me calm
down and find a clear way to
approach the difficulty rather
than act impulsively."

Jamee Jay, 12




Football 9-12; Track 9-12

French Club 10-11; JazzBand ~ Ben Davis Vocational 11-12; Play Production 9, Martinsville

9-10; Marching Band 9-10; Marching Band 9-12; Pep HS; Orchestra 9-11,
Pep Band 9-10; Symphonic Band 9-11; Symphonic Band Martinsville HS; Drama Club,
Band 9-10; Video Club 9; Pit 9-12; Video Club 9; Track 10- Martinsville HS
Orchestra 10; Marching Band 12; Wrestling 9-11

9-10, Saxophone Section
Leader

Nate A.
Thomen Thompson Totten Tridle
Best Buddies 11-12; DECA DECA 10-12, Treasurer, Best Buddies 10-12; FCA 9; Best Buddies 12, President; Ben Davis Vocational 11-12,
9-12; FCA 11-12; Student of Reporter; Fishing Club 11;  Powder Puff 11-12; Pride Club M,O'ﬁwae’,ggw Building Trades; Wrestiing
the Month 12; Basketball 9; FCA 9-12; Pride Club 10; 9; Spanish Club 9 'DE'““""CA ,"'Z;C“Les“cm" 910
Football 9-10; Track 9-10; Spanish 9-11; Student Council 9; Powder Puff 11; Student
Wrestling 11-12 11-12; Cross Country 9-12; Council 9; Cheerleading 9;

Joshua Verne Alexandra Rae

Turner Ulam
Student of the Month 10; German Club 10-11; Cross Ar!ClubQ:Be"lDavis IladmhpCamp >
Football 9-12; Track 9-10,12 Country 11-12; Track 10-12; ’ Society Vocational 12, culinary arts; Chanteuse 10; Musical Proam‘
Wrestling 9-12 1-12; PowderPuﬁﬁ 12; Prom Best Buddies 12; Color Guard 10; National Honor Society
Comittee 11; Solo/Ensemble 9- 9-10; Marching Band 9-10; 11-12; Octagon Club 9-12;
12, state, district; Student Council Video Club 9 mm&msnm
9-12; All State Choir 12; Jazz Choir 11.Sok#§mmﬂ99-10.

11; Float Building 9-12; Junior Miss
12; Softball 9-10, JV Captain

Seth Thomas

Joshua Tyler ~ Sydney Michelle

Verbeck Verhonik Wadsworth-Carr
Pride Club 9; Video Club DECA 12, Secretary; FCA Spanish Club 9; Guitar Club 11
9; Cheeﬂeading-10-12; 10;11: Pwd;f'a:u:foj:zﬂ wmsm b
Swimming 9-11 ‘earbook » : sau&w
Business Manager 11, Photo R 10,15 Weder Drarier s

Editor 12; Cheerleading 9 Inlxevexs ve. EXZXevex, 89
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Joshua David Laura Caroline
Waldschmidt Walker
DECA 11-12; Basketball 9 ~ FCA 11-12; Jazz Band 9-10;
Marching Band 9-12; Musical

Production 12; Pep Band

9-12; Solo/Ensemble 9-12;

Symphonic Band 9-12

10; PoaderPuif9-12 Pmm
Committee 11-12; Student
Council 11-12;

Club 9-10; Track 10

Logical ve. Randem, 30

Kristin Kathleen

Ben Davis 12, President;
French Club 9-12; Octagon
Club 9-11; Powder Puff 12;

Swimming 10-11, Manager Club 11; Prom Committee 12;

Baseball 9, 12; Basketball 9-
10; Football 9-12; Track 10-11

Best Buddies 12, Treasurer;

Powder Puff 12; Spanish Club

10-11; Float Building 11-12;
Cheerleading 10-11

Academic Army National Guard 12; 4-H
Team 12, W i
Production 9, Staff (Stage); 10-12, Civil Air Patrol 11-12

Powder Puff 11-12; Pride

WommsChormwsmm\g
9-12, Senior Team Captain

French Club 9-12, National
Honor Society 12; Powder Puff
11-12; Abs Club 11; Basketball
9-12, Captain 12; Track 9

Hamza Warsame

azdani
Beiesetaemx9-12 DECA12

Spanish Club 9; i
11-12; Football 9-10; Soccer 12, JV
Captaln Track 9-12; 2007 Captain;

Wrestling 9-12

David Michael

Fishing Club 12; Homecoming
Candidate 10-12; Soccer 9-12,

captain

Belles et Beaux 10-11; Les
Chanteuse 9; Solo/Ensemble
9-11; Soccer 9-11
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“People usually have a dominant brain
function. I've found that | use both sides
of my brain equally, so it's kind of hard to
say which category | fall into.

Being creative but having a good use
of intelligence gives opportunites

errel

4

and benfits for musicans,

\&

“Being random, or artistic, will benefit me in the future. Persuing the career of an
interior decorator, being artistic or creative is what I'd be paid for. Could you be book
smart and decorate things? Sure, but being artistic helps greatly. Would you want some
brainy decorating your house? You can guarantee with a logically brained person you
would get a dull, blank house that has beneficial lighting and the look of a doctor’s office.
But with a right brain decorator you'll get red walls with white curtains and lighting that
sets a mood for the room.

Being a right brain or random person, | appreciate art. In appreciation of art, |
appreciate the beauty of men and women alike. Some more logical people who read
books and believe them think that's wrong, but ask any
right brained person and they'll agree with me. | think that
being right brain or left brain also influences your political
standing and religious beliefs.

Right brained people clutter around right brain groups;
the same for the left brain people and the middle people,
who aren't quite one or the other, choose to flock to
which ever or make their own. | accept being a right
brain or random person because | know that my
future is beneficial to be so. If interior decorating
doesn't work, there are many other careers that my

brain person helps my future career in many ways,
whether it's political standing, my religion or my
state of being. | am who | am
because | am more right
brained than left."

interests are backed up by my creativity. Being a right

Ctacha
Fortner,

12

teachers, and a wide range
of artistic occupations. Some
people enjoy a detailed study.
When | am really interested
in a subject | can see the
more logical side of my brain
kicking in. Some people are all
about organization and order.
Depending on your specific
brain function your future will
lean toward jobs that involve
your specific interests.”

2
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Though teens sometimes struggled with certain subjects, most felt that they tried their
best to do well in school.

“God influences me to be the best student | can,” said senior Rachelle Klinger. “He gave
me this ability and | should do the most with it.”

Junior Katy Perona felt that her family was her biggest inspiration to do well in school. “My
sister was high in her class, and there is sibling competition -- plus, the expectations of my
parents. My parents are strict and my GPA is a big deal,” she said.

In order to do well in school, students had to stay focused. Klinger related that she had
to “plan my time.” She added, ‘I have to keep my priorities straight and care about my
classes.”

Sophomore Ben Hamlin related that he stayed focused by “paying attention in class.”

Teens often employed a set of tools to help them succeed. Perona noted, “| make a lot
of flashcards and | take a lot of notes,” while Klinger said she tried to “stay on top of my
schedule and work with my friends.”

When struggles came, students had ways to overcome them. Hamlin said that he would
advise someone who was struggling to “study and take good notes.”

Perona said to “focus on the things you're having trouble with.” She added, “If you know
you're having trouble, take it seriously.”

“Put the time in, ask questions and don’t move on until you understand what you are
doing,” advised Klinger.

By putting in the time and working hard, students felt that many opportunities were available
to them. Perona listed National Honor Society as a benefit of her hard work. She added, “We
do community service activities and have opportunities to help others.”

Klinger added, “You can help other students and watch them gain understanding,” and
Hamlin agreed, citing helping others and remaining eligible for sports as positive outcomes
from being a good student.

As they looked toward the future, many students felt that their hard work in academics
would eventually pay off. “Hopefully, I'l be able to get into college and get scholarships
easily,” said Klinger. “I'm prepared to work hard in college and my career.”

Hamlin and Perona also hoped to get into good colleges in order to have promising job
opportunities.

Ultimately, the self fulfillment that students felt when they saw a good report card at the
end of a quarter made it all worthwhile.

“My parents are happy and | have good grades,” said Hamlin.

Klinger added, “The satisfaction of knowing that I've done the best | can [makes the hard
work worth it.]”

Story * Morgan Cottongim

Rachelle
Klinger
12

Katy
Perona
7%
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Teens find fime for of
in community service

With tons of homework, a job, family responsibilities and extracur-
ricular activities, teens seldom have time for themselves -- let alone
an extra hour or two to do any sort of volunteer work

6

However, some teens have found that community service was
worth the extra effort to squeeze in whenever they can. Junior Sa-
mantha Buckner explained that she chose to take part in community
service because “it will help me learn how to take care of my com-
munity and make a difference.”

Freshman John Hurst chose to help others “because it makes me
feel good about myself as a Christian. Helping people is something |
enjoy and I have no reason to stop.” He added, "I get a sense that I did
a good thing that will benefit me in the future.”

Looking toward the future was something that senior Sam DeRoo
also did when doing community service. “I see myself helping others
as I get older,” she said. “There will always be people or groups in
need of assistance and I will be capable and willing to help them. I

think it will help me have a good work ethic and also be

able to reach out to others and help them.”
Buckner agreed: “I think in the future I will still help

others in community service because I'll be able to take on

D more responsibilities.”

DeRoo did not think there was one cause that students
could help that was worthier than others. “Anything stu-
dents help out with is a worthy cause,” she said.
) Hurst stated, “I think the most worthy cause students
| help is their own peers. When someone you know or see

every day needs help, you should help.”
D If Hurst could do something helpful for others, he said
he would “help my friends and classmates -- from home-

work to food.”
Helping others was something that Buckner felt strong-

ly about. *I choose to help others because I believe in the
Golden Rule,” she said. “If I was in their situation, I would

want someone to help.”
DeRoo echoed Buckner’s sentiment. “I choose to help

others because 1 know that it is the right thing to do and

also because if the situation was reversed, I would want
someone to help me,” she explained.

D In addition to basic benefits from community service
- like gaining service hours or looking good on a college
application - some students helped others for the way it

made them feel.

“I'm pumped to help out,” said Buckner. I get a feeling

of accomplishment.”

[0  DeRoo added, “It makes me feel good to know that I'm
improving and making a difference in someone’s life. |

think I've realized how lucky I am and that helping others

and feeling their gratitude is a rewarding experience.”
D Story * Heather Hedges

While in New Mexico hiking through the mountains with his scout troop as
part of a community service trip, junior Ben Ulrich works on making a coat
rack at a blacksmithing forge. “Poor people need coat hooks, also,” said Ulrich,
who noted that community service was important in scouting. “It plays a big

role; it's community service in the outdoors for scouting,” he explained.
Photo * Becca Cou
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. ‘It makes you prepared for when you get older.
g It also helps you get used to people.”
> Jessica Pemberton, 9
o
D “It makes me feel good. It will also make
5 other people happier because | did."
o Joe Flood, 10
= “It makes me feel warm inside.
a—, It gives me a sense of pride to
Peb) put something back into the community.”
E Josh Coffey, 11
% “It helps me feel good about myself.
> Knowing that I'm helping somebody
w | may not know makes me feel better.”
8 Sam Jesulaitis, 12
© “Volunteering allows me a chance to return
; the many favors which have come to my
L~ family over the years.”
X Charlie Effinger, science teacher .
Interviews * Morgan Cottongim

“Summer vacation is a major factor in the life of a high school student. However, many students do not
have jobs, and end up bored by the middle of July, | am very busy during June, but by July, | run out of things
to do. | occupy my time with community service, which not only helps other people, but is also fun and, if well-
documented, can help you get into college. | did two summer community service projects: Kids' Summer Lunch
Brunch and the Plainfield Optimist Little League concession stand.

Kids" Summer Lunch Brunch is an organization that provides free lunches and books
to children who usually receive free or reduced lunches, Each day, a different group of
people, from businesses to sport teams from the school, serves lunch. This year, Lunch
Brunch had two locations: Franklin Park, where | volunteered with Octagon Club and my
church youth group and Gladden Farms, where | volunteered when | did not have any
Pror commitments. At Lunch Brunch, my job was to help set up the tent, unioad
boxes of lunches from volunteers’ cars and tear down after lunch was over

Almost every child in Plainfield has been touched by the Plainfield Optimist
Club's sport programs, whethér they've participated in baseball, soccer or
other programs. The past three years, | have volunteered my time at the
concession stand during baseball games. | have enjoyed my volunteering
for many reasons, but mostly because it helps make our community a
better place to live”

Nick Philip, 10

\Whlle cleaning a desk, junior Molly Stover volunteers her time to help
clean the Welcome Center at the Plainfield United Methodist Church. "It is
a nice thing to do and it helps out,” said Stover. ‘It teaches me how to give
back to the community and it will look good on college applications.”

Photo * Becca Courtot

[Dhuring study hall, junior Brad Jones stuffs envelopes for community
service during ISTEP week. "I chose to do community service because |
didn't want to sit in a study hall the whole time underclassmen were tak-
ing ISTEPs,” Jones said. "Also, | gave back to the community, which always
makes me feel better.”

Photo * Becca Courtot

A the White River State Park, sophomore Shane Riddle (far right)
walks for the Walk For Life with people from the First Baptist Church of
Plainfield. Riddle said, “[| walked] to raise money to keep unborn babies
from being killed. Killing babies is wrong and it is against my religion.”

i Photo * Adam McGowen
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l}r her CHAP class, (top right) sophomore Cheyanne Pritchard takes notes
over the cold war. “I'm going for Honors. It is a weighted class and it will
help my grade,” Pritchard said. “l am taking Honors because colleges look
at how hard you tried to work. CHAP is a harder class, so they will see that
you worked harder.”
Photo * Morgan Cottongim

While he fills out an application for Butler University, senior Doug Kin-
ney related that he chose the Academic Honors diploma “You take more
academic classes that you can learn more skills for jobs,” he said. “It also
looks better on a college application.” He did not recommend that every-
one should go for the Honors diploma. “If they are willing to put in the
time [they should do it], because there is more homework and classes are
harder. You have to strive to maintain grades above a C,” he advised.

Photo * Kristen Bender
BJSY looking over a college brochure, junior Stephanie Fifer decides on
what diploma she will go for. “| [am] working towards the Academic Honors
diploma because | think that getting the Honors Diploma will help my
chances of getting into the college of my choice,” she said

Photo * Becca Courtot

“I'm doing Core 40. | just wanted to have
a good education and become an architect.”
Nicholas Herrin, 9

“] want to go for Honors. | think it would
be easier to get into Ball State."

Rachael Gressley, 10

“I chose Honors. | want to be a diabetes doctor
or a nurse when | grow up.”
Natasha Smith, 11

“I am going for the Honors diploma. Throughout
my adolescence, | have come to realize that | have
a gift from my forefathers - intelligence.”
Ben McQueen, 12
“I would influence students to go for the most
difficult diploma they can handle. The better

you prepare yourself in high school, the more =

choices you have after you graduate.”
Dr. Kathy Burnell, guidance counselor

Interviews * Ally Deakin

"At the beginning of my freshman year, | decided that | wanted to go for the honors diploma that is
offered by our school. | knew it was going to be challenging, but | wanted to go for that
diploma that would help me get into whatever college | wanted to. Freshman year
was a breeze, but as the years went on, the required and weighted classes that | took
got continually harder. | kept pushing through all the late nights of studying for an
impossible test and the endless hours spent on one paper, and it is finally paying off
There have been a few challenges while working toward the honors diploma. One
of the challenges was finding room in my schedule for all of my required classes
well as that | wanted to take that were not on the diploma list. It was hard givin
up some ‘fun’ classes in order to take the ones | needed. Another challenge wa
=] making sure | maintained all of my grades. It was a good source of motivation
to do all of my homework and study for tests. Overall, it has definitely been
worth it. I've had a lot of amazing friends that have helped me through it and
are going through it with me. If any underclassmen are still debating whether t
do it or not, | would say go for it because it is well worth it in the end.”

Natalie Fishel, 12




From Gore 40 o Honors,
teens choose own palih

From what to wear to school to what classes to sign up for, high
school was full of decisions for students. However none could affect
their future more than their choice of which diploma to work toward
during their four years of upper education.

For seniors, juniors and sophomores, the choices were somewhat
simple: the regular diploma, the Core 40 diploma or the Academic
Honors diploma, all of which were mandated by the state of Indiana.

Many students felt that it was a benefit for them to be able to choose
the diploma they wanted. Senior Kaylee Reid, who was working
toward a Core 40 diploma, explained, “Some people are
willing to go above and beyond [for their diploma] while
others, who struggle, can go for the regular diploma.”

Sophomore Jordan Little agreed: “I think it’s a good
idea to offer different diplomas,” he said. “Some kids just
don’t care, but some kids do.”

As Reid worked toward the Core 40 diploma, she felt

that the requirements were reasonable. “It’s simple, noth-
ing too challenging,” she related. “I only had to take a few
hard classes. I don’t have the self-discipline to go for the

Honors.”

Little, who opted for an Academic Honors diploma,
also felt that the diploma’s requirements were not too de-
manding. “You’'re expected to take the harder classes for
the harder diploma,” he said, “but I don’t think they are
too tough.”

Junior Jessica Passehl, who was also working toward
an Academic Honors diploma, explained that she felt the
requirements were tough, but necessary. “You are required
to have more credits,” she related, adding that her biggest
challenge thus far had been “having to sit down and actu-
ally study for the harder classes.” She added, “If I was to
take the regular classes, I'd breeze right through them and
not have to study.”

Of course, teens could also see the big picture past the
diploma. “I'm planning on getting my bachelor’s degree in
nursing and specializing in neonatal nursing,” Reid said.
“This diploma will help me get into a university and fur-
ther my nursing career.”

Little, who also planned on attending college, was go-
ing in a different direction. “I am hoping to go to college
for directing and editing movies,” he said. “I've always
wanted my career to deal with movies.”

Passehl was undecided about her future college plans,
but noted, “most careers require a diploma. It tells them
that you can stick with it. It looks good that I pushed my-
self harder. I set higher goals for myself and | achieved
them.”

Story * Ashley Pickel

’
Kaylee Jordan Jessica
Reid, Little, Passehl,
| 10 11

Preparing for an upcoming exam, sophomore Emily Bloom fills in the study
guide. Bloom picked the “Honors diploma because | want to get into a good
college,” she explained. Bloom felt her biggest challenge in getting the honors
diploma was "CHAP because it's weighted, and I'm bad at keeping up my his-
tory grade,” she said.

Photo * Rachelle Kempf
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She woke up one morning to go to school along with the rest of
her peers. This day was different; however, the outfit she had chosen
for the day did not follow the school’s dress code policy. ‘

“My shirt wasn’t appropriate. They called it indecent exposure,”
said sophomore Brittany Hostetler.

The punishment: spend a Saturday morning at school with others
who caused a distraction throughout the previous week.

“I don’t really think Saturday School is an effective punishment
because people don’t ever serve them. I think they don’t serve them ‘
because you can just get suspended and not have to go to school [the |
following Monday and Tuesday],” said Hostetler.

While the thought of being suspended after a skipped
Saturday school deterred most students from skipping,
others thought it was just an opportunity to miss school.

“For some students, Saturday school is effective;
for others, it is not. It depends on the student and how
often they get in trouble,” said Principal Scott Olinger.
A student’s history with punishment depends on its
effectiveness.”

Parents played a significant role in the behavior of
students.

Olinger said, “Parental support with help improve the
students behavior and prevent reoccurrences.”

Parental support was necessary; however many
students who were punished lacked the support needed.

“My dad didn’t really say anything. My mom really
didn’t care as long as I don’t get expelled,” said junior
Kyle Ewig. “They just told me to serve it.”

Saturday schools were the best option the
administration had at that point.

“Most schools struggle with [an alternate punishment
for Saturday School]. Some schools have switched to
Friday School to lengthen the week,” said Olinger. “There
is no ‘right’ answer. If we knew what worked, everyone
would use the same thing.”

The question of Saturday School’s effectiveness did
not have an answer. The things that caused recipients
to receive Saturday Schools: cell phones, electronic
devices, tardies and attendance. Many actions were taken
by the administration to prevent tardies; whether or not
the actions were effective was left up to the faculty and
student body.

“The problem with rules, is that some teachers follow
them and others don’t enforce them. If teachers followed
rules it would help the problem,” said Olinger. “*Students
would expect it and not be lax about making it to class
at the designated time. Six minutes is plenty of time;
students and teacher should be responsible in making sure
it works.”

Story * Kristen Bender |

s senior Kasie Hughes leans in, her boyfriend senior Justin Spears hugs her. |
Public Displays of Affection (PDA) can only be taken so far. There's things stu-
dents have to consider being inappropriate with PDA, like “ Touching people in
inappropriate ways," said Spears. Some students and faculty have a problem
with PDA in the halls. “| don't have a problem with it as long as it's not really

inappropriate,” explained Spears.

Photo * Heather Hedges




“No, you could clean up trash as a better punish-
ment. [Although] you can get homework done.”
Erika Denny, 9

=Y,

ectiVe

“No, because it just makes kids get mad because

- they have to get up early. | got up early at about

seven o'clock and fell asleep during Saturday
school and got suspended for a day.”

Colton Loudermilk, 10

“Yes, it is effective. Nobody wants to spend their
Saturday in school.”
Tanner Hecht, 11

“Yes [it is effective]. It's a greater form of
discipline which detours kids from causing
problems.”

Marika Litz, 12

“It is somewhat effective, but | don't know what
the alternatives are. It is definitely better than
(1) suspensions. | wish kids would bring things to do
and make better use of their time."

Connie Long, English teacher
Interviews * Adam McGowen

“When | first received my Saturday School, my good mood deflated a bit. Even the most diligent of people
don’t want to wake up at 7:30 on a Saturday morning, especially when having to serve a punishment. But
after pondering a bit, | realized | would use it to my advantage. | would be able to finish my load of homework
as well as prepare for future tests.

I walked into the high school at 7:50 am. with a purpose. | was ready to get to
work. | started by knocking out my calculus homework. | was feeling good, but | felt
myself starting to drift. | looked at the molasses-paced clock and it showed that
I still had three hours remaining. | knew working the next three hours would
be an almost impossible task. | ended up staring at the blank wall and count-

Saturday.iSchools ef:

Ar;

ing the individual dots on the ceiling tiles. | guess | am just not a morning
person.

A Saturday school was the perfect punishment for me. | received it for
excessive tardies, but after that experience | haven't been tardy since.
Being forced to sit in a small classroom for hours before the sun even &
rises is a depressing experience. One that | hopefully never will experience

again’
Hamza Yazdani, 12

n his office, Assistant Principal Eric Hougland looks at the different chan-
nels of the surveillance system. Hougland said, “[The surveillance system]
has helped solve cases. We just had a serious incident happen here and
the surveillance system picked it all up, and helped solve the case. [it
also shows if] some kid that should be in Saturday School is not there and
caught on the surveillance system.

Photo *Morgan Cottongim
hlle in Brian Pelkey’s study hall, junior Whitney Westhead passes time
by using text messaging. ‘| text during class because it gets boring. | don't

agree with the one-day suspension punishment, either. You might need it
in case of emergency, and it's not a disruption if other people have them,
too."
Photo * Ashley Pickel
hile she sits in Saturday school, sophomore Annya Sisk tries to occupy
herself to pass the time. “[| ended up] drawing and doing homework the
whole time,” said Sisk. “It depends on the teacher, but normally it [is not]
that fun. [For advice] | would try not to get a Saturday school, because it
goes on your permanent record.”
Photo * Ally Deakin

“SArkoiay SEReet 99

s
NS




R et

n)ing some on-the-job training, senior Kayley Yoho helps students in a
classroom. “| go to study early childhood development,” she said. “It is fun
and | enjoy it, but it isn't what | expected. The kids are all unique and fun,
and at the end of the year, | will have a license that will allow me to work
at a day care.”

'hlle at Ben Davis for Auto Body Repair, junior Courtney Hartung works
on a car. "The disadvantage of going to Ben Davis is that the gas money
adds up everyday,” Hartung said. “| wanted to take the class though
because my dad does it for a living and | already know a lot about it. | just
thought it would be fun.”

urd at work on the job site during his Ben Davis building trades class,
senior Nathan Tridle carries a board to the house construction site, which
will be completed at the end of the year. | like working with my hands and
building things,” said Tridle. "I have learned a lot from building trades. It
feels awesome to know | built something someone will get to live in.”

) Photos * Kristen Bender
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“It helps you learn the skill better before you get
right into it. The skills | obtain I'll probably use later
onin my job."

Chris Corbin, 11

“I am going to be a nurse. It helps me learn and gain
experience. It prepares me for the nursing field.”
Amber Herrin, 11

“Ben Davis will definitely get me a good job in the
future, there's a whole lot you can get from it.
I'll either go to Purdue for build construction
management or be a union carpenter.”
Jason Nichols, 12
“It helped me plan out my career. | am
studying dental assisting. | have learned
about cavity passes and syringe passes.”
Ashley Shopper, 12

“I think that the Ben Davis vocational programs offer
skills students need that aren't going to college, to
allow them to still be successful in different areas.”

Debbie Dick, guidance secretary
erviews * Morgan Cottongim

How/has|BeniDavisiimpactediyourifuture?

n

“Being a Ben Davis vocational student will benefit my future for many reasons.
| will be able to get a better job straight out of high school with college level education. | have already
learned many things that will help me be more successful in the career | plan to pursue after high school.
| am currently studying collision repair at Ben Davis. | have learned how to
paint cars and fix dents, basically, the body work and repair for automobiles.
Further this year, | will learn about the frame and structure of
automobiles. | will also learn how to repair these parts of vehicles; however, |
am most looking forward to co-oping through the Ben Davis program.

| will be able to pursue a job during the second semester of this year
| enjoy being a Ben Davis student because | get to work with my
hands. | also enjoy painting.
The skills | have learned at Ben Davis allowed me to work on a
e personal project. | recently painted and repaired my own truck:
So far, this has been my biggest accomplishment with the
skills | have learned at Ben Davis

Corey Anderson, 12




Students get ready for real
world in vocational classes .

The smell of new car hits the nostrils as the doors open to the me-
chanics hands-on training room. Cars with hoods up and tools strewn
under a lifted truck are all one sees. Dozens of motors are huddled in ]
a corner, waiting for a student to clean and fix them. Banners from } \
different oil companies and car brands are hung from the ceiling. .
In this hands-on atmosphere, Plainfield students who decided to
make their future start happening sooner were often enrolled in one of
the 30 classes offered at the Ben Davis vocational program.

Plainfield had 57 of the 1,100 students enrolled in the career pro- - @ -
2 \
grams offered. ’ - 5

“The kitchens are all professional grade. Everything is profes-
sional, the ovens, the stoves everything,” said culinary arts
junior David Burgos. He considered this to be a great perk
to the program because the students got to experience hav-
ing professional grade equipment to train on and use ev-
ery day. “I want to be a chef,” said Burgos. “An executive
chef. I would own my own restaurant.”

At Le Gallery, Burgos was able to get hands-on train-
ing he needed to start completing this goal. Le Gallery, a
buffet style restaurant open to the public and students dur-
ing lunch, was just one of the many examples of hands-on
training experiences students got to participate in.

“I was in the construction program,” said senior Jamie ‘
Roseman. “It will help me because I plan to [work in the] =.

(3 )

A\

construction field during college.” m
x -

Traveling to the corner of North Treamont Street, one

could hear Roseman’s handiwork in the form of pound-

ing hammers and buzzing drills. Students enrolled in the - ‘
construction program spent the year building a house from g

the ground up. “I have been doing a lot of framing,” said

Roseman, “[I do] ceiling joints and stuff.”

Students who were still not sure about what they wanted
to do for their profession were able to enroll in the pre-oc- y
cupations class. “[I took this class] to get me prepared for
what job I want to pick,” said junior Megan Bowling. “We
prepare for jobs. We fill out applications and do practice
interviews. We usually do resumes too.”

Students enrolled in the Ben Davis vocational program
not only got a great chance at job training, but also at life
training. “I would rate the teachers 10 out of 10,” said
Roseman. “They are the best teachers I have ever had.
They teach us things, from how to cut wood and build . )
structures to how to live life and set goals.” ; .&

Burgos added his thoughts about the staff. “[My teacher] L=
is a wonderful teacher for the class,” he said. “It is not an .t -
easy class to teach, but he teaches well and loves his job.” R

Story * Beth Drake : d
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l'\ the Ben Davis machine tool class, senior Neil Khalil applies oil to a drill so it

will run smoother. He felt that his “work ethic has increased to a more vigor- 2
ous pace” as the result of being enrolled at the Ben Davis program. He chose !
to go to the vocational program because of “the ability to have a well-paying PO\ecal ie¥
career without a lot of post-high school education.” :
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Students share academic
accomplishments

Goals were a very helpful asset to many students’ lives. They were
a way to make one’s standards higher and also to have something to
look forward to. Even though goals could take years to meet, people
still tried hard to make their dreams happen. And whether they were

long-term, short-term, realistic or non-realistic, most people had a
goal at one point.

“The biggest goal I've ever had was to keep my grades high. I ac-
complished that goal by always trying and by studying,” junior Toni

Jones said. “Keeping my grades high is still my goal right now. My

long-term goal is to graduate college and to have a successful job and
marriage.”

Achieving one’s goals could sometimes be very difficult, but stu-
dents stuck with their goals until they met them. Sophomore Ethan
Abbe said, “One goal I had in the past was to get my black belt in
karate. It took a lot of work, training and mental toughness. It also
took support from my parents.”

Freshman Kandace Montgomery also worked hard to
reach one of her goals.

“One goal 1 had this year was to make it to State for
marching band. I wanted to go really bad and was very
excited to find out that we made it. Going to State was
awesome and it was what all of our hard work paid off for,”
said Montgomery.

Although Montgomery had a long-term goal, she didn’t
usually make very many short-term goals.

“I don’t really have any short-term goals because I al-
ready do well in school without studying too much. That
means | don’t have to set goals to make them better. It’s
very helpful because it puts less stress on me,” stated
Montgomery.

Reaching one’s goals took a lot of effort. It wasn’t usual-
ly something that most students could make happen over-
night. But, Jones thought that the work and time one put
into accomplishing a goal was worth it.

“Having goals gives you something to work for and
when you accomplish a goal, it makes you feel better about
yourself,” Jones said.

Abbe also thought that goals were worth setting and
agreed with what Jones said.

Abbe said, “Having goals is beneficial because they give
Bl you something to strive for. When you reach your goal, it

makes you feel good because you know you did your job
and accomplished something you wanted to.”
Story * Becca Courtot
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As he lifts weights in APC class, senior Brandon Pierce works toward one of
his biggest goals. “| am lifting and going to speed camp, so | can get stronger
and faster. I'm either going to Franklin College or Indiana State University.
Running makes me faster around the base paths, and lifting makes me
stronger for hitting,” explained Pierce.

-
-
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“In fifth grade | got the Pride Award for Hendricks
County. It was [for] best in social studies.”
Billy Vebert, 9

“In sixth grade | got the Presidential Academic Ex-

cellence Award. | thought it was a pretty big deal

in sixth grade to get a letter from the President.”
Sarah Wood, 10

“When | got a ‘D' on a paper in English, we were
able to revise it and | got help from my friend in
college. My teacher rose my grade to a 'B.”
Robin Ruberson, 11

“Passing every class pretty much and being able
to graduate with a Core 40 diploma.”
Alex Latus, 12

“Getting an academic scholarship to college.
It was a reward for all of my hard work in high
school.”

Deanna Schoeff, English teacher
Interviews * Morgan Cottongim

"Giving everything my all is just what | do. My thought is, life is too short to
give nothing. So why not give everything. This applies in all areas of my life,
including school, | feel that doing well academically will take me places in life,
50 | give my school work one hundred percent. It really bites though, when
you give a project your all, and you fail with an F

| did a huge book report last year for English class. | worked on that
report for three weeks. | finally got it just the way | wanted it. It was
s0 nice to have it done. | turned it in, expecting a nice, fat, juicy A+
Two weeks later, my teacher passed it back. | was shocked to see
that | totally bombed it!

Giving something your all and then failing is an awful feeling,
but | also think it is a learning experience, We learn by falling on
our butts, and picking ourselves back up. Yes, failing something
you put a lot of effort into is bad, but just think there could be
something worse happen to you.”

Alex Holt, 9

h a varsity boys basketball game (top left), senior Brittney McDuffee
receives her All State Award for Cross Country during half time,
accompanied by Athletic Director Dan Williams. ‘It was recognizing me for
going to Ohio to run in the Mid- East championship for seniors,” she said. “l
worked really hard to get to State all season, and that was just a bonus.”

Photo * Kristen Bender
'1 a tangle of wires, senior David Miller works on his heating module at a
Ben Davis vocational class, one of his academic successes. “Ben Davis mo-
tivates me to be a better student,” he said. “It is going to get me a good
job. I'll have experience and know what | am doing. It will help me get into
a trade school or university."

Photo * Kristen Bender
'hen the bell rings, sophomore Brittany Clark checks her grade in her
U.S. history class. "When | get an A on a test, | feel really good,” she said.
“It's like | am bettering myself. My friends and family motivate me to do
my best. They help me make the right decisions.”

Photo * Erikah Cox
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'hile they weigh their chemicals (top right), juniors Stephanie Knuckles
and Jody Hollis get ready for their integrated chemistry/physics lab. "We
were mixing chemicals together to make it change colors,” said Hollis
Teachers do labs so students might understand things better if they can
see it. "Hands on experiments help me figure out the class. | like seeing
what the results will be from the experiments,” he said.

Photo * Ashley Pickel
l’\ Beth Wilhelm's interpersonal relations class , juniors Cyndi Travis and
Heather Ring cut a drawing of a fireman out for the kindergarten classes
lesson on fire safety. "It was a lot of fun helping the younger kids,” said
Travis. “| like class projects better because you get to do more stuff physi-
cally.”

Photo * Sydney Verhonik
he cuts his paper during a class activity, freshman Chandier James
enjoys doing class activities. “[The best part of participating in activities is]
it's not so boring and you get away from regular structure classes,” James

said. “[I] learn both ways, but it's easier to pay attention when your doing
something that’s fun.”
Photo * Adam McGowen
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“[The] ‘All About Me' project in English class
because | got to bring in pictures of myself
and talk about me."

Tara Todd, 9

In Mrs. Sedwick's class, we mixed two chemicals
together and we heated them to form a solid.
Then we measured the mass. [| enjoyed it]
because it didn't involve writing."

Ricky Curtis, 10
“In Mr. Storm's class, we had to try and draw the
continents on a balloon. Drawing on balloons was
hard; | had never done it before."
Jennifer Gulick, 9

“When Mr. Pat Cavanaugh was acting
like Kubla Khan. It was hilarious. He sat on
his chair on top of his desk.”

Noah Heckaman, 12

“Everyone enjoys labs that involve fire,
burning or explosions. I'd say that is
unique to chemistry because not everyone
is going to be exploding things."
Melissa Sedwick, science teacher

Matthew Steward, 11




Unique projects make
subjects fun for students

Lecture or dissection? When students had to choose, most opted for
working on an interesting class project over listening to a teacher talk.
Creativity and uniqueness seemed to be a key element for holding
students attention

Alan Trump said that the most unique class project he
had been involved with was the “Medieval Festival” in Shelley
McFarland’s junior English class. “We got to do all different skits.
and we got to eat in class,” he said.

['he more involved students were in the creative process, the more
they seemed to enjoy the project. Sophomore Kasey Fisher
said that she preferred doing her “own stuff” as opposed to
a teacher-directed activity. “I don’t have rules to follow
and I can do it on my own,” she explained

lhough rules were often necessary, many students felt
that the more creative they were able to be with a project,
the more successful they would be. Freshman Traci Balz
said she preferred creative projects. “They’re easier; you
don’t have to follow certain rules.” She felt that English
teacher Stephanie Eldridge provided the most creative
opportunities for students. “She does projects other
teachers don’t do that often,” Balz said

Science teacher Tracy Hood also got high marks for
creativity

[rump explained, “We get to play with cars and pulleys
in her classes.”

In addition to being allowed to be creative with a project,
Balz noted she would like to see more “group projects,
where students choose who they are with.”

Group projects often offered the chance to do things
hands-on. Fisher related that she learned best from “hands-
on projects.” She said, “You get more involved.”

Agreeing with Fisher, Trump noted, “You learn up-
front. You get to touch it and play with stuff” in hands-on
projects.

With many hands-on opportunities to learn, students
felt that the teachers prepared them well for their futures

- while making it enjoyable at the same time.

“Mr. [Jared] Mackey is a fun teacher,” said Balz. “He
makes it more interesting so you don’t want to sleep.”

Trump felt that math teacher Jackie Sprowl had taught
him the most in high school. “She uses lots of examples

and works through problems that are on the test,” he said.
“She does that instead of just giving us definitions.”

As teachers planned for the future, students wanted
them to know what made their classes enjoyable and
recommended allowing students to have more creativity.

“Make it fun,” said Fisher. “Students will be more

iterested in it.”

Story * Sydney Verhonik
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Concentrating on presenting her project, senior Lauren Cottrell tells Stacy
Sanford’s English class about her presentation on one of eight love stories.
‘I like projects better than listening to lectures,” said Cottrell. “[Projects] are
easier to understand and not as boring."

Photo * Heather Hedges
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Life without technolog
not possible for most

In a world swimming with cell phones, i-pods. laptops and jump

drives, teens were surrounded by technology on a daily basis. Some
wondered if it would be possible to even live without technology:.

“[1 could not live without] my phone,” said junior Adam Colter.
“I need to be able to communicate with people very quickly.”

Senior Amanda Barnett named her computer as her “must-have™
piece of technology. “I use it every day,” she said

Everyday usage seemed to be a major requirement for students
when it came to technology. Colter, who said he used cell phones,
computers and calculators on a daily basis, said, “It makes my life
easier and faster.”

Freshman Grant Collicott said he also used a computer every day,
as well as a TV and a radio. *You learn things faster,” he said.

Barnett added, “They [computers and cell phones] are useful for
getting school work done and communication™

Even though cell phones had been around as long as many students
could remember, their parents did not have the same tech-
nological advances when they were kids that their children
enjoyed now. However, many teens felt that their parents
had adapted well to the changes in technology. “*[My par-
ents adapted] fairly well,” said Collicott, “except for my
dad, but they are both computer illiterate.”

Despite the fact that some parents were a little slow
when it came to computers, computers were exactly what
Colter considered to be the best technological invention in
his lifetime. “They are extremely versatile and they can be
applied in many different areas,” he said.

Along with computers, Barnett named the Internet as
an important asset. “The Internet has made the biggest im-
pact,” she said. “It is used for so many things and it’s made
such a difference.”

Of course, in addition to the good things technology of-
fered, there were also downsides. “People can be too de-
pendent on technology,” said Barnett. “If it breaks down,
there are problems.”

Colter added, “People are not always able to use tech-
nology.”

If students could suggest a new technology that they
felt would improve their lives in the future, many felt that
transportation issues should be addressed.

Colter proposed “traveling faster than light through
modifications of gravity fields,” while Barnett suggested
“better technology for transportation because our roads are
so crowded.”

Collicott agreed, recommending “hydrogen-fueled cars
for a cleaner environment and healthier air.”
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